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A N 

E S SAY 

On the fcvcral 
DiSFENSATIONS of GOD tO 

Mankind, in the Order^ in which they 
lie in the Bible : 

O R, A 
Short S y stem of the Religion of 

Nature znd Scripture: 

W I T H A 
PREFACE, fhewing the'Caufes of the 
Growth of Infidelity, and the likelicft Method 
to put a Stop to it. 

A N D A N 
APPENDIX, proving , that God adopted 
Ahtaham to the Inheritance of eternal Life , Gin, 
xii. 2, J. xxii. I7> l8. 



God who at SUNDRY TIMES, AND IN DIVERS 
MANNERS, fpake unto the Fathers by the Prophets, hath ia 
thefe laft Days fpoken unco ut by hit Son, Hih, i. x, z. 

ADAM, who was THE SON OF GOD, luJ^^ ut.38. 

The SONS OF GOD faw the DAUGHTERS OF MEN, 
Qen.vu %, 

They which fire of Faith, the famd are the CHILDREN OF 
ABRAHAM, Gah iii. 7- 

Iftdel is my S O N, even my firft BORN, (Earorf. iv. 22.) 

-- Saying, unto thee will I give the Land of C A N A A N, the Lot 
of your INHERITANCE, Tfal.vr, 11. 

Yeare the CHILDREN or the PROPHETS, ABf\\ux% 

YeareALLtheCHILDRENOFGODBY FAITHIN 
CHRIST JESUS, Gd/.iii.i6. 

Andifyebe CHRIST'S^ then are ye ABR AHAM*4 SEED, 
and Heirs according to the Promife, Gal, iii. 29. 

And are the Sons of God. being the SONS OF THERESUR 
RECTION, late XX. 36. 

Behold what Manner of Love the Father hath beftowed upon as, 
that we (hould bo called the Sons of God. — Beloved, now are we 
the Sons ot God, and it doth not yet appear what we iball be ; but 
we know, THAT WHEN HE APPBARETH, WE 
SHALL BE LIKE HIM, i yoi&n iii. z, 2. 



L tfDOtf, 
Printed for J, Gray, at the Crofs Keys in the Poultry. 1728. 
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PREFACE. 



i Tfeems to he dprt^caUtig Opi^ 

4 nion, tkaf Deijm gets Gromd 

^ amof^ thinking and virtuous 

g Meni natwithftmding many 

9 eiccelient Tra&s that have ap' 

pared tf late, in JD^ence if 

Chriftianity^ by bringing together; the exter- 

•nalEisidetuie there is for it, and fufportim 

it agMffi the Exceptions that hOsfe been madie 

to that M'vidence^ 

It 'imft fkeds he very fit for T^etitmrs rt 
tmfideTi what may be the Cdufes^ffoftrame 
and threatmn^ an Jpptarance\ fiate the fe* 
ing thoToughh apprized of thff Caufe (fthoi 
Qnzioth <f Infideiity, can ahne dirM us tit. 
the hfi Method to prevent it% 
''■•'•''• ■ - • ' -i •• ■ "■'■■■■ • »'•• 
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iv The Preface. 

. Jam fenfibky there are forn^ who witi 
think much Enquiry about this Matter aho^ 
gether needle fsy. fatisfying themfekes with 
refolmng tbt Growth o^'Deifm into Qo^s dt- 
iiwring Mm up to -a reprobate Senfe, who 
don't care to retain the Knowledge of him iii 
their Minds. But I muji take Liberty to fay^ 
that tbefe Terfons entir^lyrmiftake the Bnqui- 
ry i which is not about the Growth ofDeifm 
among carelefs^fcoffing^ and vitious ; but among 
thoi^tfui-and i)irtuatts-Meih r- .. •. /^ 
lam fenple too thm ar^ other's, wB&m- 
fiead of going prther ifito tin f Enquiry , mil 
do nothing more than inveigh againji Liberty, 
{the Glory of the Age we live in) and the In- 
^tivenefs md Freedom^'Pibate'Whicbit 
%jis introduid^to tbe^^e^ Jdvancenlum^^ 
ijanting.md firtui\ ammg. its. It muff be 
alhmed />, Ofife lieclaimers. , thaf Men, 
whodont^ikinkat all Mkout ^eligionsWiH 
'Hfitbe Vaft^X ^u£. neither will tbey be ^eke- 
wers* T'^ey^mm indead bltve 4b^ Faitb\ofa 
Stm (tbvMs^ no ^isbfk^xef aiy ^rbM) 
or the EakbM a TtdrrofXtbat is. Words 
without Ideas) but cannot boot tberatmai 
Hiitb of a.Man^ tbat ii^ A%eUef (£the 
Jgreem^t or:3M.fa§reefikm.4 Ideas, S^m". 
*£ m wbd^ th&f have jjufrSRet^oit to apfrt- 
bml fo\be.di^ne TeJUm^:^ M mitfi there* 
firei beamtoAJWitb Wn^^ as they ^eiOtut 
let Unbelievers be amoat «/,- i» «^^,*5 ''^f* 
believers i and not bejo angry or dtjiurbd 
T . •• that 
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The P R E F A G si r 

thtf *Deifin grmis^ frmdtd that a raiunal 
Faitb gmes ahm xeitb it, For it is a witck 
iafpitr Statt to %k<se tbt Numbtr af rmimuii 
Smtvtrt iwri^e ih a Natim, together toifk 
a l&tmier ef lyeijhi than to bjovt all Ptv^ 
fkfce^tkcdy dr entirely careitfs anJ it^f^Ht^ 
aims the Matter, ^tbat isy it is better t9 
have a Natutn made up ef ratimal 'Be^evtrs 
MSd 9f ^isbefiet'ersj than *f nominal SeUo- 
vers tnfy {whether ihej are fcepticai or cart* 
iefs^ or UtfenfibU) who are roa^m Bt/mmit 
^alL Efr to fi^ otberwife^ is tofay^ that 
no Seiievers-^are better thanfome SeUevers* .\ 
^ut to come clofir to the Bttquiry^ pv tbt 
fith oftbo^ who are voilling to enter into it^ 
Inmfi iay this as a FomdatioH in it, that ^ 
Mattel who believes there is a God^ and dux 
but at all refleU on what follows from, that 
Belitfi can bring biwfelfto tbitA, tbat^God 
has not Wap to impart mort Knowledge to 
««, than we can arrive at by the bare ufeof 
the- Faculties be has given us : Or to douit^ 
whether Mankind has not beeu^ is ma, and 
will wt be, in fucb drcan^aueeSi in which 
it may have been, is, and will ]be very.fidt'- 
uble to tbrWifdopi and Goodnefs ofGod\ to 
fynpari mare Knowledge to tixm^ than'' they 
can arrive at. by the bare fife of their FacuU 
tiefi the bater to enaide them to difcbarge.tba 
^DiUAes they owe to him, tbemfilces, emdjm 
auatber : Or in other Words^ to aU a:cor^ing 
to li» Truth of' Things, and donfeqti'ently act, 
.;;i cording 



Digitized 



by Google 



Ti The Preface.' 

cordifig to the true Maxtms tf tbeir own 
MafPinefsy and the Happinefs of others. 
And rational Seings can only he better ena- 
hied to aUtbisy ly fucb Knmledge beinz im- 
parted to tbetny as may afftft tbem wnMr tbe 
Wedknefs of tbeir Keafon, Cfrom tbeir JhorK 
and narrow Views tfTbings) andagainfi 
tbe Strength of tbeir Appetites and '^affionr, 
•jEofery con/iderii^ Man tberefore mujf fee^ 
fbat if God is p leafed to impart more Kwt»- 
iet^ to Mankind^ tban tbeir Ft:tcuhies will 
dffcover to tbem^ it muft be to tbis Turpofe ; 
face fucb a Difcooery aione is confijient with 
ifis Wifdom and Goodnefsy or with tbat 
prior Knowledge be bas given us, by tbe bare 
Ufe of our Faculties, and by tbe Opportuni^ 
ties be bas voncbfafed us for tbe Exerci/e of 
tbem-. 

And as no Man can reafonably receive any 
^bihg, as a Resrelation from God, confidered 
as tbe Governor of tbe JVwrld, tbat bas wa 
evidently tbefe CbaraUers and Tendencies j fo 
no Man can reafonably rejeU awf Tbing as fucb 
a Revelation tbat bas tbem, and tbat bas no 
otbers, inconfijient witb tbem, 
■ Revelation tberefore appearing ckarfy in 
tbe Times of tbe Apojiles, (wben it was.heji 
tmderjiood) witb tbefe Cbara^ers and.Tea^ 
dencies, and being fupported by otber inter-* 
nal, and ly tbe ftrongeft external Evidence, 
^ered to tbe Senfes ^tbofe to wbom it was 
fropofedi and tbe Apojiles being at band to 

clear 
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The Preface. vH 

ckar ftp avf Difficuhy tbaf mgbt arife 
agaii^ it, it is no wmder that ntme then 
mM dishtliwe or doubt of it ; tbougb but too 
mam refusd to live up to its ^Precepts, and 
profefsa to r^eU it, purely becaufe they pre- 
ferrd their £ufts and Tamns to Virtue and 
HoHnefs, and to eternal Ldfe, which Reve^ 
iation propoid as the Motive to dewy the one^ 
and to purfite the other. But in this they 
were firfi fel^'Cmdemi d, afterwards their 
Confciences became feared as with a red hot 
Iron, and they themfelves at J^ were given 
up to believe a Ue. 

Sui in after Times thirds came under a 
very different (Mderation. For Revelation 
could notbefo well underftood, when the Jpo- 
ftles ceased to be its Minijiers : Efpecial(f if 
their IDoBrine was corrupted by others. Nor 
could the Troof that their pure HkBrine real- 
Iff was their 'DoUrine, or that it wasfo at- 
tefied, as it purports to be, be fo ftrong in 
after Times, as it was in their i'imesijince 
ihe Troofin all after Times muft be made, h 
an Jppeal to the Reafon of Mankind ontyy 
and not to their Senfes. 

We have now more T>ifficulties to get at the 
true Senfe and Meaning of Revelation, than 
attends any Tiecit~of the greatefi Antiquity ,• 
and we have none of the Hkminated or iifpi- 
red to refort to under this Tiifficulty-' 

Jnjiead of that Jffifiance^ we have many 
umeceffary 'TDiffwulties Jlut^ in our way, 

Seve^ 
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- Several elf the Tatrons af Revelation baoe 
laid mere weight upon it than it can bear. 
Jvr whereas Revelation, as it was delivered 
hy Patriarchs or "Prophets, iy Cbrifl or bis 
Jpqftles, mas ontffrepofed in Aid of natural 
Religion, and recommended as highly tfeftdi 
mavfftacehave infixed, that it is ahfolutefy 
necejfary j net bar^ to give us a ^itle, on 
which we may claim eternal Life, as eternal 
JJfe is defcribed in Scripture, (whicb may he 
juftly fata according to the ^Urinecf Reve-^ 
lotion) but tofecure Men frm eternal tDam* 
nation, and to obtain any degree of the Favour 
of God in another World. Sttt as fooa as 
Perfons, to whom Revelation is recommmdedas 
thus abfokaely neceffary, come to fee^ that it it- 
notfo, nw cant be foi as they foon wHl; it. 
may very eafih happen, that they will not 
trmble their Heads any. mare about it j and- 
fmding the Opinion, that it is abfolutely ne^. 
ceffary, a great Extreme, ma^, without thinks, 
ing further, {as indeed they ought) ran into 
another, {as is but too common in thefe Cafes ^ 
and think it entirely ufelefs. 

Other Advccates for Revelation, who have 
underfioodit better than the former, have in- 
deed pleaded for it only as ttf^ul; but maiy 
of them in ^plaining the main life it is ef, 
have not jhewn wherein its great Ufefuhefs 
cofftfls, as the Jpoftles always did, I m^/i 
needs fay , / cannot but think the rational 
divines, as they are called, very faulty on 
2 this 
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this Headi not to mention others. For 
th(y^ having conftdered Revelation^ as de^ 
Jigned to do nothings hut to give a jreflo Pub- 
lication of natural Religion^ make it of little 
life now to any hut the Mob {whatever it 
might be of at the Teriods in which it was 
madey nor of my great Vfe to them neither. 
Sat every one wilt eafily fee ^ that the ftnking 
the Ufe of Revelation fo low^ is no waysfuit-- 
able to all the Apparatus of Revelation : Efpe- 
dally of the laji and moft perfeU Revelation 
which God made by his Son j wbo in order 
thereto took Flejhy died on the Crofs^ rofefrom 
the T>ead^ and afcended into Heaven^ and 
had all Tower conferred upon him^ till the 
Confummation of all Things. The pemliar 
T>oUrines of Revelation can never be the 5D«- 
ties of natural Religion ,• as they have been 
too much fuppofed to be Jy thefe divines i but 
TkUrines to afjift us to perform them. In 
what way Revelation does this^ will be the 
^ufinefs of the following EJjky ; and thithev 
therefore the Reader muft be referrd; in the 
mean Time this Mijiake {and which unbap^ 
pily for Revelation has been but too common) 
perhaps has had almoji as bad an EffeU as 
the former ; and made thofe to whom Revela^ 
tion has been only recommended by a very loWy 
or by an intirely mifplaced Ufefulnefs^ from 
feeing it to he of little Confequence^ or its XJje^ 
fulnefs wrong placed^ either to rejeH Repela^ 
tiony or at leaft think no farther about it. 

a I 
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leant hit think toOy that Re^elatm has 
fufferd lery much from a too partial Confide- 
ration of it. When obferting Men fee the Ta^ 
trons cf Ret'elation apply themfehes wholly 
to the Explication and T>efence of Cbrifti- 
anity^ they prefcntly conclude^ that the 'Pa- 
trons ofthofe UoUrines ba^ve hut an indifferent 
Opinion of the Old "Tejiament^ and that 'tis 
for that Rcafon^ they dont fet themfehes to 
confider it. tVbereas Chriflianity is hut the 
lafi Link in a Chain of Truths that confijis of 
federal others. Jnd he that pretends to Jkew 
a Chain of Truths mttft fhew not one Link on^ 
ly^ hut fez^eral y and fhew that they are link- 
ed with thefirji^ and with one another. 

'But yet Revelation has fuffered much more 
from another Quarter than any of thefe that 
I ha!ve already mentioned. For though no 
Knowledge^ as has been already ohferved^ can 
he fuppos'd to come fromQod^ as the Gover^ 
nor of the IForld^ that is not of common life 
(lud Advantage to Mankind^ yet ^Pretences 
to Revelation being fo capable of ferving pri- 
I'ate andfelfijh Ends^ {utterly inconfijient with 
all llappinefi that is as high ana unmix d 
as we are capable of and rriufi lafi as long as 
our ^eingSy or that may add to the Happtncfs 
of others ) Men of ambitious and covetous 
Minds have mt only in all Ages pretended to 
Revelations^ which they never hady in order 
to accornplijh their bafe and wicked ^efigns j 
but have y} mifveprefented the Revelation 

tbut 
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that is from God^ as to mah it more incon^ 
fifient with all the CharaUers and Ends of a 
divine Revelation^ than any of the counterfeit 
Revelations^ that have gaind Credit in any 
Age of the World, l^hefe Men have debafed 
Revelation fr<m being the moft rational and 
^frftil T)ifcovery y into one that is almoft 
equalfy abfurd^ and more pernicious^ than 
any other religious Forgery or Impofiure what-- 
fiever: Whereby they have made fome well 
diffofed Men not only rejeU it ^ but become 
keen cmd Ugotted againfi it. The Jpofiles 
laid no fuch Jiumbling Weeks in the Way of 
thofi who were difpofed to receive Revelation. 
They were free from all Enthufiafm^ utter d no 
Jargon^ tamht n<i Abfurdities and Contra-^ 
diUions : Th€y usd no Charms^ or Spetlsy 
added no idle Fopperies to Religion, not ai^ 
coftly T)ecoratims : Nor fretended to aiiy 
afwfd opprejfive Towers to fupport it : 
Much lefs did they pretend, that the whole 
of Revelation was made up of thefe, or of anf 
one of tbem. They renounced all thefe Things^ 
and every other hidden Art of T)iJhofiejiy, 
caldulated 07ily toraife an high dominations 
^\)Wer and Trofit to themfckes^ or to any 2i?- 
lievers that were to follow them, on the Rmns 
ofpb^'Senfe, Freedom and Property of other s^'^ 
On the 'Other Hand, they retommended Reve-^ ' 
latfOft to their Hearers, by teaching clear fy 
the tmfophiJiicatedWord of God ,• accompani-- 
ed'bythe T)emofifiratim of the Spirit, and of 

a a Tower i 
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*P^aer j tf«<^ i^ approving themfelves, through 
the greatefi Humility, Meekuefs, Diiigencey 
Courage , Tcitience and Succefs, to every 
Man's Confcience, in the Sight of God. 

l^befe Things which 1 have mentioned ap- 
pear to me to be the T>ifficulties that prevent 
the virtuous Deifts from receiving Revelati- 
on, either as thofe T>ifficulties arije front Re- 
velation itfelfi as it is now circumjianc'd, or 
from the Mifiakes its Matrons have made in 
recommending, or in explaining it. We have 
now indeed the Sible before tts, and may 
thereby clear Revelation from all thefe Mi- 
fiakes -y we may fee on what Foot it recom- 
mends itfelfto our Confideration, and what it 
really is. Sut here Men meet with Dijicul- 
ties in tbemfehes, and which are far from 
being leffened by the Mifreprefsntations I have 
juft now mentioned* Tor it is certain, that 
to get at the true Senfe of the 'Bible, as it is a 
amfifient Syfiem of ufeful Ksmjoledge, there 
muft go great Leifure, Care and Jbility, 
And yet fiill Revelation is rejeUed by fome 
Well difpofed Men^ who want none of thefe, 
without fo much as looking into it : 7'he Rea- 
fon of which is, that they take it for granted, 
that that is the View and the Senfe cf Reve- 
lation, which fome of its Trofeffors and In* 
terpreters have put upon it. It is certain 
this is far from being any Injiance of their 
goojd 'Difpojitions. However, whiyi from 
thefe Mijreprefentations, they think if either 

nfelefs 
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fifefefs or pernicious^ they will perhaps think 
tbemfehes under no more Obligation^ or find no 
more Inclination to fiudy the 'Bible ^ or attend 
to the Evidence there is for the Truth of it^ 
than they feel within themfehes to fiudy any 
other idle Enthufiafm or Re'verie^ or any 
Tiece of Impofture or Forgery i or to attend to 
the Evidence that may be ojfisrd in behalf of 
them. 

If they go fo far^ under thefe Trejudices^ 
as to look into the Bible ; yet it is odds^ if 
they dont read ity in order to fortify thefe 
Prejudices. It isJHll greater Odds if when 
they go to Jiudy the Bible ^ they entirely diveft 
themfehes of them^ and read it wiih the Spi^ 
rit of Candor and Equity. And it is yet the 
great efi Odds of all^ if they read it with that 
Attention and critical Skill that is neceffary 
W underjiand any Tiece of Antiquity^ and 
particularly the Bible ^ part of it being the 
moji ancient Book that is prefers d to us^ that 
tan receive little foreign Afjiftance towards 
the under {landing any Tubing of it^ and that 
can have no foreign AJfiftance at all^ in rela- 
tion to the peculiar Matter of it. And I take 
this (viz. the not fiudying the Bible in a cri- 
tical Way) to be one of the greatefi Caufes of 
the Growth of T>eifm among thoughtful and 
virtuous Men. I mean ofthffe Caufes which 
arife from within themfehes. And I think it 
will appear to be fo^ if we conftih the Hifio- 
ry of the Learned. Mr we Jhall fndy that 
- fome 
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fime of the great eft Men^ and the freeji En^ 
quirersy who have Jiudied the "Bihk in this 
ffayj have attainea the great eft Underftand- 
ing^ have had the mofi fteady Seliefy and ex^ 
frejfed the higheft Admiration of the Scrip-^ 
tures : Such as Erafmus, Grotius, J. G. VoC- 
fiusj Locke, Newton, Moyle^c^t:. wbilft^thersy 
who have not ftudied it in this Way ^ fromno^ 
minal believers have become fettled Tioubters 
or Unbelievers ^ efpecially iffome other Things 
have concurrd i as if they have been of un^ 
attentive or narrow Minas^ or have not been 
us'd to fo great a Compafs of Thought as Cri* 
ticifm requires : — — If they have been us d to 
ftriU T>emonftration in Tarts of Learning 
that are capable of it^ efpecially in natural 
'Religion ; and are thereby much difpofed to 
doubt of every Things that has but probable 

or moral Evidence to fupport it: Jf 

from obferving the pious Frauds that fo earfjf 
took Tlace^ and the bad hives of fuch as 
would be thought its be ft Trqfejfors^ which 
ftili continue^ they add to their fceptical 
T>ifpoJition^ T>iftruft^ Sufpicion^ and Jea^ 
loufy. J II thefe^ I thinks Jhould be confiderd 
as an unhappy Turn of Mind^ that dijpofes 
Men to relijh T)ei/m; efpecially when they 
have been ftrongly diftafted at Revelation^ by 
the grofs Mifreprefeniations of it, which I 
have juft now mentioned. 

Theje feveral Caufes conftitutefo many dif- 
ferent Ranks and 0aJJes of virtuous and 

thought-: 
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tbougbtfai T)eifts ; wbicb if we cmfider thus 
particuhrfyT, may furni/h us with more jufi 
Notions of themy and with better Methods to 
recover them^ than if ^e Jhould only cmjider 
them in the Lump. As to the Cafe of thofe 
nominal "Deifts^ who an foy from being per^ 
feWy heedlefs and unthinking^ loofe and vi^ 
tiousy it is of a ^ery df^erent Conjideration^ 
is not within our Inquiry ^ and befiaesy has no 
T>iffi€ulty attending it. 

I ha^e thought ity for fome Reafons not fo 
proper hitherto to dijtinguijh thcfe^ who re* 
jeU Re'velationy from thofe who don't embrace 
ity or the real Tieifis from the Scepticks. 
Tet I think it very proper y before I go any 
farther y to fay this of them^ as well as to 
them^ that though where [they apprehend^ 
mt their beft Inquiries^ that) there is a Want 
Off Troof of the Truth of Revelation ;jor where 
there is a Want of Leifure to examine it^ 
their not receiving Revelc^ion may be excus'd^ 
if they can make it appear at the "Bar of 
Him^ to whom all Things are naked and 
manifefty that that was their Cafe ,• yet no^ 
thing can excufe their rejeUing it^ and their 
Zeal to induce others to rej^ it^ but feeing 
clearly fome Thing in it that is abfolutely in^ 
confiftefit with Reafon^ or with it felf. And 
though upon this foot we may have many 
ScepticksyVet Ithink there zall not be a great 
^timber of real T)eijis. 

From 
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Tri^m what has leen faid^ I think it ap^ 
pears plainly^ that the grofs Mifreprefenta- 
tim of the Senfe of Revelation has been one 
of the great eft Caufes of Scepticifm^ and rf 
real T>eifm. Whether that Mifreprefenta- 
tion be made by venting abfurd andfuperftiti^ 
ous Notions , or by fuperflitious TraUices^ 
which fuppofe thefe Notions^ ofid propagate 
them^ makes no dj^erence. Let no Man then 
complain^ that T>oubts about Revelation^ or 
fhe Disbelief of it^ fpread fo far^ or produce 
the Fruits we daily fee^ who will not fet 
himfelfto reUify every Mifreprefentation that 
has been made of it. And let not him that 
will not fet himfelf about this great Work in 
good earneft \ and above all^ let not him that 
waters and cherifhes any of thefe Jbfurdities^ 
or any Tiegree of Super ftition^ thinks that 
he has any Right to complain of the Growth 
either of Scepticifm or real Tieifm. On the 
contrary , let him expeB nothing lefs , than 
thatfomewhat of a much more fatal Nature 
will fpring up in its Neighbourhood. The 
Religion of Tieifts is true Religion^ though 
they want the Aid of Revelation^ to enable 
tbam the better to perform the Duties (f their 
Religion. Sut Superftition will as certainly 
make Atheifm fpring up in the Minds of the 
Looje and Immoral, as it makes Dei fm grow 
in the Minds of fober and thoughtful Men ; 
I mean of Men who think without thinking 
thoroughly. And woe be to him^ whofe Ab- 

furdities 



Digitized 



by Google 



The PRtei^ACE. xvii 

furdities and Superftititm make either oftbefe 
Vpinionsy hut particulariy the- laft^ like the 
moft fwxious Weeds y become more rank andpriH 
iifick / When inftead of tbefe abfurd and fu^ 
ferjiitious Mifreprefentations of Rez^elation^ 
believers wiU condefcend to profefs the T>o* 
Urines^ fay the Worjhip^ and praUife the 
IDuties (f Revelation in its original SimpUci^ 
tyy and after the Model of the great T>elive^ 
rers of it i then^ and not till then^ may we 
txpeU^ that all the virtuous and thoughtful 
^eifts will attend to the external Evidence of 
Chriftianity^ that has been fo admirabfy welt 
brought toother by feveral able Hands^ of 
latey in order the better tofupport it. Sut it 
will be welly if infiead of this Condefcenfion^ 
fomty who would le very angr% if they were 
not allowed to be amongft the left Friends of 
Revelation^ are not more incenfed at hiWy 
who out of a dijinterejhd Regard to Truth, 
(now that Revelation is under foftriU a Tri- 
al) offers this RefleUion to their cool andferi^ 
ous Omfideration^ than at tbcfe very Deifts^ 
who make it fo neceffary to lay it before 
them. 



If the great Caufe of the T>ishelief of Re^ 
velation be fuch Mifreprefentations of Revela- 
tion^ as have made Men think it unnecejjary to 
attend to it, or necejjary to oppofe it i efpe- 
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daily falling in with the particular Turn (f 
ftme Mens Minds ; it is ohmous that thejirft^ 
if wjt the beji^ Thing that can he done to flop 
the Growth of that T>isbeliefy will be to giw 
a true Reprefcntation of Revelation ; fo that 
it may appear a rational^ confijient and heau^ 
tiful Scheme of ufeful Knowledge^ and en^ 
amour every rational Enquirer with it. From 
fuch a Reprefcntation of it^ we fhall he hefi 
able to prove the Truth of it^ and to anfwer 
the ObjeUions that acute Men may raife 
againji it ^ and to make the virtuous and 
thoughtful T)eifisy from fome Relifh of it {in- 
fteaa of the T>ijia!ie they had to it) be wil- 
ling carefully to attend to every Thing that 
Jhall be offer d tojiate or tofupport it: Efpeci- 
ally fuch of them as have mt themf elves Let- 
furoj Capacity or Inclination^ to come at thofe 
fProofs^ or make fuch a Syfiem or Reprefen- 
tation of Revelation from the Sible. 

Every one knowsy that there have been va- 
rious Sjiftems and Comp^mds of Revelation 
offered to the Worlds ana many of them^ no 
doubt y for this purpofe. Sut I muji own^ 
that though amoit^ thofe which have fallen in 
my Way^ I have Jeen fever al^ to which^ I be- 
lievoj the Growth ofT)eifm may be jujily at- 
tributed ^ in- this prying Age^ from their great 
Ijiconfiftence with Reafon and Revelation i 
yet I have not met with any that has^ in my 
Jpprehenjimiy clofely follow d the prevailing 
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Notion, the Method^ cr the Language^ iff tbi 
Sible. Jnd yet it is certain^ that nme but 
me that does^ can e^en from the Form ofit^ b^ 
calculated to anfwer the good Endpropofid; 
even if the Matter of it was never fo conjtftent 
witby or agreeable to the T>oUrines of tb^ . 
^ible. 

h order to reprefent the Senfe of the Sible^ 
federal Authors have run into a figurative or 
metaphorical divinity: Jnd among them^ 
feme have not been wanting to purfue thefa 
Figures in a very wild and <0€iyive Manner: 
Metaphors and Allegories^ indeed^arefufilyand 
beautifulfy ufed in the poaical and rhetorical 
Sooks of Scripture ^ but thofe Figures them-^ 
f elves at beji always want a Key ; inftead of 
opening the Senfe that is couch' d under^ 
them.' 

Others have run into abftraUed and meta^ 
phyfical Notions I which when thev are nop 
founded in the Nature of Things y jucb as the 
Schoolmen usd^ are ridiculous : Jnd when 
they aroy yet are not of a Tiece with th6 
Scripture j which generally reprefent s Things 
by no other Ideas^ than fuch as are tha mofi 
common and familiar to us ; as being alon^ 
fuited to the bulk of Mankind^ for whofe^ Se^ 
nefit it is defigned. 

. Other Syindeedy b^verepr^entedtbe Scheme 
of Revelation under Notions that are. common 
and familiar, and that are fcriptural too: 
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5Suf then tbey are fucby as are either onff 
topicah that is t9 fay, uid in particular 
^exts of the Bible ; or elfe fmb as are onfy 
fuitedto particular ^Periods and'Difpenfati- 
ons. Under this Head, ta pafs ly other S^ 
fiems, tbofe {which have been ef the beji SD*- 
fign) may he rangd, which have treated UH' 
vinity under the NJation of a Coeenmty of a 
Ki^dom, or of the CbriJHan Church. 

Tbofe who have writ Sterns of reveafd 
"RjMgion in aty of thefe Methods jbave^ hefides 
the Faults peculiar to each ef them, been 
guilty of one that has been common to them all', 
namely, that tbey have composed them accord- 
ing to the Rules, in which the Syjiems of 
htber Arts and Sciences are- drefsd up : Suf 
this Method can never make tbofe Syjiems 0/ 
a Tiece with a Revelation which has been 
deliver 4 *^ Mankind in quite, another Man- 

Jnd though feperal 'Divine f have avoided 
thefe mijiahen Methods, when thef hava. 
ijandled particular SubjeUs cf^vinityi tho 
Scriptures having been very carefully ftudied 
Of late in a juji and critical Way, to the ^eak 
Honour of toe prefent Age, and in which fome, 
have out-fbiiid all that bOve^one before them; 
yet we have not been favour a with ajmJUd 
Tiece of this Kind, or fo much as with a 
Sketch of it, 
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^bofe who have cnne the nearefi to what 
I aim at^ and who imght to have great Merit 
With all wbojiudy their Bible ^ are the 2)/- 
mnes who have cmfidered Kef^elation bijio^ 
ticalfyy the Way in which Revelation has 
ieen comeyed to Mankinds "But then fucb 
^fimrfes as tbefe are to he confiderd only 
as Hijiories: Which will indeed be of great 
Vfe to him that will offer a fcriptural Syftem 
to the Worlds but are not that Syftem itfelf; nor 
may not even help thofe^ who compofe them^ or 
4re inJiruBed by them^ to the Notion on which 
that Syftem muji he huilt. 

Sut the Tiece or Sketch I aim at is fucb 
0n [onej as will Jbew the fingle Notion that 
runs tjjrmgh the fever alT>ifpenfations of God 
to Mankind in its full Lights {ifitjhall ap-- 
pear that there is fucb a Notion) and that 
purfues it in the precife Order and Mamer in. 
which it was exhibited in thofe feverall^if^ 
fenfationsy and will at the fame TimeJheWy 
bow all the peculiar T>oUrines of Revelation 
rtfer to it. For fsicb a Tiece or Sketch alone, 
thill dif cover to us all the "Beauties of revealed: 
Xruth I fbewing it in its proper Ccnnexion and} 
Isolations y (particularly its life and Advan^^ 
iaj^e) and in its TJnity^ the Jlrengeji inter^ 
ml Evidence^ that can accompany it. 

How well foever therefore others have der 
fervid in their feveral Provinces ^ yetjiill^ ob^ 
f^'^ing thtgteat Ufe as well as the Want (f 
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Digitized 



by Google 



iaai The F r e f a c bI 

/ucb attUttdertakif^i ai Ibavejuft new nten^ 
timed, I have been led to qffer a rough 
U^raugbt of tbis Kind to tbe ^Public ,• in hopes 
it may receive Amendments from others, if it 
te capable of it ^ or that it mcp^ if^age tbofe 
ef greater Leifure and Ability, when they 
fiing this away, to fubftittae a Setter in tbe 
Room df it* 



the great Actttcnefs of tbe Age, and par-^ 
ticulcerly of a diftii^uifltd Writer in it, has 
furnijhed fever al ObjeUions againfi Revelati- 
en, which in ftead of tbe 'Difcountenanc e of 
Tower, require tbe befl Attention of tbofe, 
who are moji firmly perfwaded ef its Truth 
and Advantage, Sut if tbe fiber T>eifis 
were difpofed to deal fairly with the Chrtfti' 
an Religion, they would give us their Scheme 
ef ^fidelity, as well as their ObjeUions 
againfi tbe true Scheme of Revelation j that 
fo we might take a comparative View of 
them, anajhew the ^reat T>ifproportion both 
if Evidence and ObjeUion againfi tbe me and 
tbe other* 

Indeed it mafi he own'd, that tbe T>eifis 
have not been wholly wanting to our fuft Ex^ 
peUatims in tbis *P articular. They have at 
Ifaft flung out a general Hypotbefis or two of 
*Deifm, bow little foever they have fupported 
^bem. They bavefirji pretended, thattbofk 
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who haw handed tbefe fitppofed Revelati(ms 
to us^ were errant Cheats. This has been 
the more ofuowed Opinion of the Enemies of 
Rew/ationy till of late ; when finding thern^ 
fehes heat out of this Hypothefis^ by feeing that 
this would not agree with the Matter cfRe^ 
€f elation J or with the cleareft Hifiory (f 
tbofe who have deliver d it ; they have with 
more Subtilty betaken themfelves to another; 
pretending^ that the Writers of the Sooks (f 
the Old and New Tejiament were meer En* 
thufiafts^ or Terfons who judgd themfelves 
illuminated or infpired without being fo. 
Though it will be founds on a careful Confix 
deration of the Matter y that the Tieijit 
{whether they themfelves fee it or no') play be- 
tween thefe two Hypotbefes^ fhifting from one 
to the other ^ and blending them^ inconjijient as 
they are^ together. 

It has been extreamly well obferved^ by a 
Writer of a fine Tafte in this Controverfy^ 
that Enthufiafm never deals much in FaUs : 
On which however all the Jewifti as well as 
the Chriftian Revelation is wholly built. But 
let us try this Matter by another Touchjione, 
which mil better ferve our prefent Turpofe ; 
for we are coitfidering^ whether the whole (f 
Revelation be Enthufiafm^ and not whether 
one or two great Branches of Revelation 07ily 
be fo or no* Now Enthufiafm^ in the Nature 
cf the Things can have no Unity. And let the 
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l^eijisfitew us in FaB, if tbey ca% aSet(f 
tnfbufiafiic Writers {who if tbey are at alt 
intelligible) are at Unity with any confider- 
■able Number of their Tredeceffors^ in for' 
fner Jgesi or fo much as a fingte BMbufiafty 
that is confiflent with hitnfelf, through ma" 
ny Volumes^ or emen through one Jmgle Vo' 
iume^ or it may be, one mtght fay^ a fingk, 
¥age of their enthufiafiic ^Performances, 1$ 
itjhall appear then, ikat there is one worthy 
and noble Tiefign purfued through theSooks 
vfthe Old and N(W Teftament, by one wife^ 
plain andfmple Mean, though they had For- 
ty or more different Authors, and were not 
written in lefs than jketeen Hundred Tears i 
it will amount to the cleareft 7)emonftratioh^ 
that the Sible cannot be the Work (fEnthu^ 
fiafis, writing in different J ges. And will 
not enery one then fee, that it muft be from 
Him, who exifis through all Ages, and fees 
what is paft, prefent, and to come : Who has 
always the fame View, muft have fix'd on 
the wifeft Methods to attain it, and yet muff 
fuit his Difco^eries to the different Circum- 
fiances of tbofe, to whom he makes them; 
'if their Circumftances vary from each others 
as they muji in a TraU of many Ages befup- 
posd to do. If my one fbould fay, that the 
Writers of the Old and New Tefiament hav6 
thought of fome Probabilities, and theft 
couch d them in dark, general and indeter- 
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mnate Exprefj^ons^ capable cf^ being d{fe- 
revtly accommodated and apply dy and that 
fucceeding Writers have cmfuked the former^ 
and endeavoured to imitate them in fucb darky 
general and indeterminate Expreffions^ tmth 
an intent^ not only that they might he different^ 
ly accommodated and apptfd in future 
iimesp hut alfo that they might hear fome Re- 
lation to former \Books j Ifay^ he that pretends 
to alledge thisj entirely quits the Hypothejis 
of Enthujiafmy in order to overthrow Reve- 
lationy and has recourfe to the exploded Hy^ 
pothefis of Impofture. For reprejenting the 
Writers of the Old and New Teliament to 
ha'Oe aUed as the T>eijis in this View fup^ 
pofe them to have done^ is reprefenting them 
not as hot-headed^ mad Entbufiafts^ who^ 
horn away with their prejent Impulfe^ never 
fiop to confider any l^hing^ {^former Writings^ 
or their own ) hut as the moji cool-heaaedy 
defigning Knaves. 

The one T>ejign I have mentioned ^ as run-- 
ning through the "Bihle^ Itake^ with all other 
Writers on this SubjeU^ to he the difplayin^ 
the Glory' of all God's TerfeUions^ particth 
larly his moral TerfeUimis ; or which will 
come to the fame Things to affift our Reafoh 
in purfaing our own Happinefs^ and promo- 
ting the nappinefs of others^ as long as our 
"Being lafts^ and as long as we have other 
Beings about us. I take this T>efign to be 
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miformly furfued hy one wije^ plain andjint 
fie Mean^ Twt or Contrwance^ calculated to 
Jirike every Man^ that has the life o^bis Reafottj 
though there are various Underplots^ if I may 
he allowed to ufe thefe Expreffions^ tofupport 
the main One^ fuited to the mi dents ofMan- 
Jdndy and beautifully related and proportim- 
edto each other: Jfhich^ as far as I know^ 
has not been taken notice of. Now^ iffuch a 
T>ejign^ thus purfued^ jhall appear evidently 
to run through the "Books of the Old and New 
^ejiament^ a Man may with infinitely great- 
er Propriety ^ ftippife the moft perfeB 'Drama 
inhere the fineji Tiefign is carried on by the 
heft chofen Tlot^ and by the moji confiftent XJn- 
Jerplots^ and beautiful well proportion d In^ 
cidents) to have beeii writ by a Nutnber of 
the greatefi Madmen or IdeotSy by Ti^ce- 
meals y in different Ages ^ than to imagine a 
thread of fuch an End and Mean running 
through above, forty Writers in mre thanjix^ 
teen Hundred Tearsy to be the Work offo many 
Entbufiafts. Or wc may as wellfuppofe tb^ 
World to be framed by meer Chance^ or^ whiclf 
will Jirike all but philfifopbical Minds more^ 
the moft magnificent^ beautiful and convenient 
TalacBy that the Imagination cm fgure to it 
felf to he built by Men unacquainted with all 
the Rules of Archite^ure y in feveral Ages^ 
and without any Model to build by^ and to^ if 
fupported by meer Chance y 'through as many 
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more Jges^ as to imcmne fucb an Unity of 
^ejign and Mean^ as I have defcrihed^ to he 
the Refult &[ Entbtifiafm and Accident mixd 
together. 

I ba^e already hinted at Jfome Confiderati^ 
&Jis^ that jhew the Hypothecs of Forgery^ hy 
which fome T>eifts have endeavoured to ac-- 
count for Revelation to be a very abfurd one. 
Sut let us farther examine that Hypothefis of 
Revelation by this Unity which I have jufi 
now obfervd to run through it. And here 
I would defire the T>eijis to conftder^ how 
bard and difficult it is to obferve Unity in any 
J^iece of meer FiUion^ where the Writer aims 
at Unity with the ckfeji Intention. This we 
may eafily learn from the dramatic Writers 
of all Kinds y efpecially if their ^lot be all 
Pinion and not Story i who though they have 
this Unity ever in View^ yet often depart from 
it : As we may eafily Jee by reading them^ or 
at leaji by reading thofe who give us their 
Criticifms upon them. And let any one^ who is 
fifed to Italian or Merchants Accompts ( as 
they are called) fee whether they can ever de^ 
part in the leafi from Truth in them^ without 
feeling that T>eparture tbemfelves^ orfhewing 
it to others that narrowly infpeti them -, though 
the Departure be not fuch as vitiates the Ac- 
compty or hinders the whole Ledger from bet- 
ing exaUly ballanc^d£t loft ^ and where there* 
fore of Cenfequ^ci^%e Accompt muji be true. 
c 2 How 
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ilow if ft he fo difficult to obferm Unity in 
FiUioit or Faljhood^ or where there is 
a great T>egree (f FiUion attending ity 
epen in any Jingle dramatic Performance^ 
though the, Jutmr applies himfelf to ohfer^e 
it ne^er fo carefully; and if it be fo impof- 
Jible to mix any ^ e^en the leaft Faljhood ^ 
with the Truth of Jccompts^ without that 
Falfbpod's appearing plainly^ though it is 
not fuch as dejiroys the Sallance of the 
jBoeky {fo little will l^ruth and Faljhood 
ever agree') how can any one imagine the 
^Qoks of the Old and New Tejiament to be 
Forgery y any more than Entbujiafm-y wheH 
nothing but Unity and Agreement appears 
in fuch a Number of Writers at fo great 
Mfiance of Time from each other ? Jnathat 
not only in the Main^ but \ when all jufi 
Mlmances are made for "Books circum^ 
ftancd as they are) even in the ^Detail of 
particulars. 

lik^s^ in my Opinion^ it appear S:^ that 
fuch a Sketch as I have mentioned^ is the 
^•ft Way^ to explain Revel at ion y and to fup- 
fort it 3 //// a finifljd Tiece of the fame 
SDefign fball appear. Jnd 1 wifh^ if any 
^reat Majier Jloall go ab^ut it , he would 
particularly fet the 'Proportions of Kevela^ 
Sfon in fuch a LigJjt ^ as that their Ex- 
aUnefs^ "Beauty and Q^ir ^ might fir ike 
fverj oue that cajis bis Eye on it. Jnd 
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ty thi Proportions of Revelatm, I mean not 
on^ tbofe ProportionSy wbicb appear in everf 
jDifpenfation of God to ManJdnd^ confiderd 
a^rty and hy it feif^, hut in the federal 
^fpenfations^ as tbey hear a Relation to 
each other • h order to explain my Mean-- 
ifig the hetter ahout tbefe Proportions^ I will 
give an hftance of fome wbicb are ^ery 
confiderahky in the Second Corollary ^ at tbe 
End of this Effay. 

If this rough U^raught of Revelation 
bring Men to lay ajide their Prejudices 
againft it ^ and embrace it^ at a Tinu 
lahen it undergoes fo JiriB a T>ifquifiti^ 
on y it will anfwer all I defign bji it , 
heftdes the InJiruUion and SatisfaUion (f 
my own Mind. 

I thought once to have delayed the Tub-- 
lication of the Effay , till I had fnijhed 
fome Notes I have by me^ the better to ex- 
plain and fupport fever al Jjfertions in it; 
and which y I believe^ it will fometimes he 
thought to want. I chofe to caft what I 
chiefly defign d for that Turpofe into Notes^ 
where the Trcof from Scripture would he 
confequential and not direU ^ the better to 
preferve the Thread of the i)ifcourJe. "But 
as J have not the Lei fur e at prefent^ that 
is neceffary to finijh them^ I have rcfolvd 
to fubmit this Efjay without the NoteSj to 
the View of the TubliCj in hopes that^ as 

Things 



Digitized 



by Google 



XXX The P R E F A C H. 

I'bings Jiandy it may be of fime Sermce 
to it. 

1 am 'very fenfihh that this is a ^efign 
of a great Compafs and "Difficulty. If any 
Mxpre0on therefore has drofd from me^ 
tbrou^ too ckfe an Attention to the Mat-- 
tery and where I ba^ve not had the Aid of 
former Writers ^ that is lefs accurate or 
frecife , / hope the Candor of the Reader 
will excu/e it ; and make every proper and 
reafofiable Allowance^ that may be due to an 
Undertaking of this Nature^ or the frequem 
Interruptions of the Author. 

Tljere can be but little life in knowing an 
Authors Reafons for printings at the Time 
he does , rather than at another. If the 
Performance he worth any Things it is ne- 
eer altogether out of Time ; if it be worth 
nothings it can nether be in Seafon. How- 
toery to fatisfy the Curiofity of him that 
may ask the j^ieftioiiy I will only fay^ t^hat 
thefe Tapers bare lain by me a great ma-- 
nv Months; in hopes I might fee thofe 
Thoughts in a better T>refs from fume abler 
Hana^ now that Revelation is under fo carc^ 
fid a Confideration. Tarticidarly I expeU- 
ed they might have been fuperfeded by fome 
Account I had of l^oUor BurnetV BoyleV 
Lefiures. !But being difappointed not only 
by others^ but by him in this 'Particular 
{though I am glad of an Opportunity of re^ 
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turning him my Tbanh for fo far exceed- 
ing our reafondhle ExpeUatims in maiy 
others^) I refohed to fubmit this Effi^ to 
the Examination of the Friends of Trutby 
and of that free Enquiry y which is the on- 
iy Way to attain Truth. 
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ESSAY 

On the feveral 

DISPENSATIONS 

O F 

G O D to Mankind, 

As they lye in the Bikk^ 

\ N Order to give a diftrnd Ac-^ 
I count of the various Methods,, 
Lin which God has extraordi^ 

> narily idifcovcred himfelf to. 

> Mankind (which have been fit-* 
ly enough called his Difpeniations towards 
them) it will be necelTary to trace them 
up to that, which is the firft of them, an4 
which naturally leads to all the reft. 

By the Methods in which God has eic-^ 
traordinarily 4^cover'd himfelf to li^anjiind. 
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I mean thofe Methods, by which he has cojn* 
yeyed farther Knowledge to them, than they 
could arrive at by the bare Ufe of the natu* 
ral Powers he has given them. I call them 
extraordinary Difcoveries, for want of a bet- 
ter Word to exprefs my Meaning : Immedi^ 
atf^ which fome have ufed, not being a pro-f 
per Word to this Purpofe. Since it reftrain? 
thefe Difcoveries to thofe, which have been 
immediately made by God, to the Perfon or 
Perfons to whom he made them ; whereas 
I. would take in fuch Difcoveries, as he has 
xhade by the Mediation of Angels, or of Pro- 
phets ; or fuch Difcoveries as have been con- 
veyed down to others, from thofe to whom 
they have been cither mediately or immedi- 
ately made* All theic extraordinary Dis- 
coveries go under the Name of Revelation 5 
^nd by that Term. I fliall for the future ge- 
pcraliy exprefs them. 

The firft of thefe Difpcnfations, every one 
will prelently fee muft be the State in which 
God created our firft Parents ; ^and which is 
known by the Name of the State of Inno- 
cence, or of the State before the FalL 

And in this State it felf, it will be necef- 
firy to confider what was previous to any 
Revelation from God to them ; at leaft, what 
was previous to any fuch Revelation in the 
Order of Things (however it might be in 
the Order of Time) before we confider fuch 
Revelation. ^ ^ 

-'^ '" - For. 
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For tbou^ it does not nieceifenly refulit 
from the Nature oi God, of of Mm^ that 
God fhpttld make extraordinary Diiboverios 
of htf Will to Mankind ^ y«t it ncccffarily 
relsihs from the Nature of both, that whep 
God gave Man Underfianding apd Wijl^ 
eledivc and a^ive Powers, that he muft make 
Man fub fed to a Law or Huk of hi$ Choice 
and Conduift. 

For wlwtever neceflfarily refulted from tih^ 
Frame of Nature, or from the Powers whidi 
God had given Man, and the Circumftanceai, 
in which God had placed him, would be that 
Rule to him. 

Thus the Law of Self- Government or 
Temperance would immediately appear to 
Jhim : Becaufe [an impropei^ Indulgence of hj^ 
Appetites and Pafllons (or Irttemperanccf) 
would appear to be quite contrary to his 
Make and Frame ^ For his Make and Fratjie 
was ^ to yield to his Appetites and Paflfion?, 
where he faw that yielding to them was fqr 
his Prefervation, and the regular Prbpagation 
of the Species j not where they would be ^ 
hiSj or their Hurt, or Deftruftion. 

Thus alfo^ if he found himfrlf iurroundod 
with other Creatures, even that were of an 
Order below him, he muft fee, that if they 
were endued with Powers of feeling Pleafure 
and Pain^ he ought tiot to deprive them of 
Pieaiuce, or inflid Pain, unnecef&rily. And 
if he was fo hfljppy as to find oth^ Crea-* 
B a tures 
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tares of the fame Rank with himfelf, about 
liiro, he muft fee, that they having Rights as 
well as he, he ought not to infringe them. 
'And thatj as his own Happinels or Mifery 
Would be increafed by theirs, he confequent- 
ly ow*d them a oonflant and perpetual good 
iWiU. 

And when he once came to confider, as he 
fo(xi muft, diat there was a Being fupr^nely 
Powerful) Wife and Good, to whom he and aU 
other Beings ow*d their Exiftence, he muft 
immediately confider Temperance and Bene- 
voloice, not only to be due to himfelf and 
others, as they flow from his own Frame, 
and the Circumftances in which he was 
placed ; but as what was thereby exprefs'd 
to be the Will of his Maker, who had given 
him that Frame, and placed him in thofe 
Circumftances : And therefore muft confider 
Temperance and Benevolence as due to him- 
felf and others, by Virtue of the Law of his 
Maker. 

And he muft then likewife prefently fee, 
that the hlgheft Veneration, Gratitude, Obe- 
dience, Submiffion and Refignation, were uni- 
verfally, conftantly and perpetually to be paid 
to fudi a Being, as long as his own Exiftence 
continued. 

Thefe Refle^ons therefore, either arofe 
in the Minds of the firft Man and Woman j 
(or at lesaft, would have ariien in their MincU 
on the leaft Attention, if they were not an- 
ticipated 
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ticipated by Revelation. But as Revelatioit 
does not give us an Account of any fuch 
Anticipation^ it does not fecm likely, that ia 
Fadt there was any fuch Anticipation: Since 
God doesbothing in vain in the Moral World, 
any more than in the Natural ; and therefore 
is not likely to have revealed that to our firft 
Parents, which they might eafily have come 
to the Knowledge of, without any Revelation. 

Whenever thefe Reflexions arofc in their 
Minds, it would alfo occur to them, that 
the Rule God had given them, as refult« 
ing from his Will, who had given them 
fudi a Frame, and placed them in fuch Cir- 
cumftanceS) was fo perfeXly adjufted to their 
Nature and Situation^ that it was fit and beft 
for them to regulate their Temper and Con- 
duft by it, if it were but thereby to be as 
happy as the State they were placed in would 
allow, or as happy, as they could be in any 
given Circumftances, as long as their Being 
continued ; and that therefore, if they devi- 
ated from this Rule, they would lofe the 
Advantage that attended the obferving it, 
and meet with fome Inconveniencies that at- 
tended the departing from it 5 fb that thefe 
Advantages and Inconveniencies may be con- 
iidered as the natural Sanations of the Law of 
Nature. 

But befides the Happinefs that would re- 
fult from obferving this Law, it was higb» 
ly fuitable and congruous^ that a Beings 
* ~ that 
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that came perfed out of the Hands of Go^ 
ihould be placed in additional Circum^n- 
oes of Dignity and Felicity. He had no 
other Father but God : He was created in 
his moral In^age and Likenefs : He was there^ 
fore his Son by Creation : And whilft he pre*'- 
{erved his Duty and Obedience^ it was fit he 
fliould be placed in a State that became fo 
high a Relation : Or more particularly, that 
he that refembled him in moral, ihouid alfo 
refemble him in fomc of his high natural Per-" 
fedions, and in the Glory and Blifs that re-* 
fults from them. 

And fo we find he did, from pofitiv^ Ex- 
pre£B.ons, or from plain Hints in Mafes^s Hi- 
ilory. Particularly we find he was placed iii 
a pleafant Garden, free from Toil, Care and 
iVexation, with Dominion over the Works 
of God's Hands, and clothed with a Glory, 
fas a proper Badge of his high Relation to 
God, and of the Power and Dominion God 
had given him) and vefted with Immortality^ 
as we ihall fee prefently : All this was con- 
ferred on him as an Inhe]:itance, that was 
very fuitable to an Earthly Son of God* 

;ln this Scnfe and Meaning is J dam called 
the SmofQod^ Luke iii. 38- and not barely 
as God created him, forfohe did all Thingsj 
or, as he created him a living Soul, or a Be* 
ing endued with rational Powers ; for fo he 
did all Men^ bad as well as good ^ and would 
equally be the: Father of the om^ ^ well as thp 
c^r. God J 
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God) who had given our firiOt Parents fuch 
additional Circumftances of Dignity and Fct 
licity, can't be fuppofed to have been want- 
iog in any Thing, that was neceifary for theip 
Subiiften<^ and Comfort ,• and therefore as it 
might be very ncceflary to fupply their want 
of Experience, with a Revelation about their 
Food, for their own Prefervation ,• and about 
Marriage, for propagating the Species j wc 
meet with an Account of the firft. Gen. i. 29^ 
ii. 9. and of the fecond cb. ii. ^2, 23. 'Tis 
highly probable too, that they were endued 
with a Language at once, which could not 
have been formed by themfelves in many 
Years ; and without which, there could have 
been little Society between the firft Pair, or 
between them and their Defcendants. 

However, though Jdam was created a 
rational Being, and Innocent or Perfed, and 
placed in the happy, blifsful and glorious 
Circumftances I have mentioned ; yet he 
could not poiitively affure himfelf how long 
his Beings or thcfe happy, blifsful and glori-* 
pus Circumftances would laft ; or that he 
ihould have any coniiderable Term in them 
granted to him. For Being it felf, was what 
he had no Right to, nor the additional De- 
grees of Blifs and Glory, which attended it; 
lior had he any Right to the Continuance of 
d^en Here therefore a fartl^cr Revelation 
3^a5a](fo mdOk onT all wantiog^ h, order to bis 

re* 
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receiving a proper Threatning and Prpmife, 
the moft powerful Motives ta Obedience ; 
God was accordingly pleafed to give it j and 
to let him know, that though his Life wjis 
hut Tcrrcftial and Animal, and therefore 
Corruptible j yet it fliould be continually re- 
ftorcd and prefcrved (together with the Do- 
minion, Glory and Blifs, which accorapany'd 
it) if he continued perfedly dutiful and obe- 
dient, by the Tree of Ufe^ which was one 
cf the Trees, of the Garden, that God had 
given him for Food : But that on the other 
Hand, he would certainly lofe all by yielding 
to his Appetites and Paflions, inftead of obey- 
Big the Law of God ; and particularly if he 
ftould but tafte of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Eml^ which may not be improper- 
ly called the Tree of Death. 

There can be no manner of Doubt, but 
that our firft Parents underftood that the 
Tree of Life was of a fanative and reftorative 
Nature. But it was not poflible for ''them to 
hope to be reftored and preferved by it, 
againft Sin, as well as againft natural De-» 
cays : They might therefore indeed expeft, 
that it would prefcrve them if they continued 
innocent i but that if they finned, either, 
they, or the Tree, or its Vertue would be 
removed from one another : And there can't 
be much more Doubt made, but they under-* 
ftood, that the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and £vil> was of a noxious and deadly Nan 
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turc which would diforder their Bloody and 
make their Body the Seat of Diftcmpers, and 
at laft, of Death. But could they imaging 
that that wou*d not be the Cafe, it they vio^ 
lated any other Precept God had given them^ 
as well as this Prohibition ? Could they be 
fp ftupid, as to think) that this additional Pe- 
nalty, or one of equal Severity, would not 
attend the Breach of the Laws of their Na- 
ture, (over and above fuch lower Penalties as 
would necelfarily refult from the Breach of 
thofe Laws) as well as the high Penalty that 
was annexed to the Breach of this revealed 
Prohibition? Would they not fuppofe, that 
a Being of impartial Juftice, would certainly 
puniih every Crime in Proportion to its Guilt ? 
And that therefore if they violated any other 
Command that was of the like, or of greater 
Oeamefs and Importance, that he would puniih 
it with the like, or with greater Severity ? Life 
therefore could only be underftood to attend 
perfed Vertue, and Death or fome equal Pu- 
nifhment muft have been underftood to follow 
every equal Inftance of Difobedience and Vice^ 
So that this Promife and Threatning, which 
was a Part of the Law of pood, muft be con- 
fider'd as revealed and additional San<ai- 
ons to the Law of Nature, and defign'd as a 
farther and more powerful Enforcement of O- 
bedience to it. 

C But 
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But notwithftanding that Jdam was thus a 
Son of God by Nature or by Creation, de- 
rived from him fo, as to have lio other Father, 
refembling him in his moral Perfe^ons, and 
having an earthly Animal Dominion, Glory, 
Blifs, and Itamortality as his Inheritance^ (the 
laft of which was made known to him by 
Revelation^ on Condition of his Obedience, 
with a Threatning of Death onDifobedience) 
yet by criminally indulging his Appetites 
and PaiHons, in Compliance with the Temp- 
tation of the Devil^ in eating the forbidden 
and noxious Fruit, inftead of continuing the 
Son of God, or, in other Words, inftead of 
continuing to be like God, and to obey him, 
and fo to have any Right to this earthly In- 
heritance himfelf, or to tranfmit it to his Po- 
fterity ; he forfeited it, became a Child of the 
Devil, whom he imitated and obey'd,- and 
brought a Curfe (the Portion of the Children 
of the Devil) upon himfelf, and on all his De- 
fcendantsj namely Toil, Care, Vexation, 
and at laft Death, Gen. in. 17, 20. For being 
no longer in the Image or Likenefs of God 
himfelf^ he begat not Men in that Image or 
Likenefs, (or Sons of God, and Heirs of Life, 
Blifs, Dominion, and Glory) but in his own 
Likenefsy after his Image^ Gen. v. 3. Sons of 
Men^ as they are called. Gen. vi. i. and Heirs 
of the Curfe. See a like Exprelfion, i Satm 
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xxviii. 19. As J dam and E^e were driven 
out of Paradifej were ftript of their Glory, and 
the Dominion it was the Badge of, and be- 
came fubjed to flirong Appetites and Pafldons, 
to Inquietude, Toil, Care, Vexation, Difea-> 
fes, and Death j fo ail their Children wefe 
bom out of Paradifir, without any of the glo- 
rious and blifsful Circumftanoes that their Pa- 
rents were at firft invefted with, and fubjciSl 
to all the unhappy Circumftanccs, which they 
either felt in themfelvcs, or from Things a-^ 
bout them. 

As God had given the Hopes of an immor'* 
tal Life and Happinefs to our firft Parents on 
their Obedience, and threatned them with 
Death on their Difobedience, in order to give 
them additional Motives to perfevere in their 
Duty, the Devil, that wicked and fubtle Spirit, 
try'd to turn the Promife and Threatning to a 
quite contrary Purpofe ; and in all Probability, 
tempted them by reprefentingtothem,that that 
State of Happinefs^ tho* great and defirablc, 
and promis a to be continued, yet was not 
promised, but on Condition of Obedience % and 
was therefore but precarious 2 That it depend- 
ed not' only on their Obedience, but on the 
perpetual Ufe of the Tree of Life 5 and that 
Death was threatned on Difobedience, by 
which all would be irrecoverably loft. That 
what was wanting therefore, to make them 
compleatly happy, was to know, how they 
might indefca^bly polfefs the Good they en* 

C a joy'di 
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)oyM ; and how thicy might certainly avoid 
the Evil, with which they were threatned. That 
eating the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, would furnifti them with that Know- 
ledge, and that they would, upon tailing it, he- 
come like Gods ^ knowing the Means by which 
they might fo alTure therafclves of the Good 
they potfefs^d ^ as to be out of all Reach of 
the Evil with which they were threatned : 
The Way in which God himfelf that made 
them, and who had plac d them in the£e blifs* 
ful and glorious Circumftances, poffelTes the 
one, and is fecur'd againft the other- When 
they firft hearkned to this Propofal, they fell; 
for here Luft was fully conceived ; They no 
longer fubmitted and refigned thcmfelves to 
God's Difpofal, but prefumptuoufly affected a 
State infinitely fuperior to that in which he 
had placed them ; and inconfiftent with it : 
Since that in which God had placed them was 
9 State of Tryjil And having indulged their 
vain and high Ambition, they eafily fell into 
a Compliance with the Means propos'd : The 
only Means that offered for gratifying it. And 
could then even lUffer thcmfelves to be fo for 
deluded (for Reafbn and Pafilon rife and fall iq 
Proportion to each other) as to eat of the Fruit j 
on being told, that God had not forbidden 
them that Tree ^ tho' they knew moft aiTuredly, 
that God had not expreftly forbidden them 
any Thing elfe. And moreover, feeing it ta 
h« a 7w gpo4 f(^ Food^ and fUafant to tb$ 

Eye, 
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Eyey as well as a 'Tree to he dejtr'd to make 
one wife i The Woman took of the Fruity and 
did eat, and gave to ber Husband, and be 
did eat : Which being the Ovcrt-Aa of 
Difobedience, is faid to be the firft TraDfgref- 
flon ; tho' it was but the Conlequeoce of that 
L,uft fully conceiv'd, which properly and 
ilri^y was fo. 

No Doubt can ht nfade, but that this vigilant 
and inialicions Spirit, who goes about as a roar-- 
ing Liofty feeking whom pe may demur 5 and 
who was hardy enough to make feveral Attacks 
on the fecond Adam^ after the ftrongeft Re- 
pulfcs J would foon have renewM his Tempta- 
tion to the firft Adam^ after this cafy ViAory. 
And nothing iefs was to be expeded, than 
that after he had feduo'd him and his Wife to 
an Aft of moft prefumptuous Difobedience, 
in order to gratify a low Appetite of their 
Body, and a high, tho' vain Ambition of their 
Mind, he would fbon have fallen in with 
the Sufpicions and Diftruft of their guilty 
Thoughts, and have tempted them to defpair 
of ever obtaining Mercy from their oflFcnded 
Maker; Thereby effedually to prevent all 
Attempts to return to their Duty. 

In this deplorable Condition, God wafs 
pleas'd to give them fome Hopes of his Mer- 
cy, in order to prevent the farther Attempts 
of the Devil, and the fetal Gonfecuences of 
their Defpair,- the common, tho not the 

reafonable 
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reafonablc or neeeffary Attendant of Guilt. 
The fentencing the Serpent, the Author of 
all this Wickedfleft and Mifery, could not 
but give them forte Hopes : The feeing, on 
their being fentfflc'd, that they Ihould not 
dye immediately, but ihould be continued 
as the Parents of a future Race, could not but 
give them more : But what muft needs give 
them the ftrongeft Hopes, was, a Promife, 
that fome one or more of the, Woman's Seed 
ihould bruifc thij very Serpent's Head [THY 
HEAD, Qen. iii. i 's.j wbo bad beguiled tbemf 
That is, ftiould deftroy the Power and Policy 
of this very Serpent, who had, by this Sub? 
tilty, brought aU this Mifery upon them ; and 
flich as ihould defcend frpm them, And God 
farther told them, that be ^wotild put Enmity 
between tbe Seed of the Serpent and the 
Seed of the Woman. 

But notwithflanding this gracious Intimati- 
on, which was not only a Promife to deftroy 
the Policy of the Serpent, but imply'd a Com- 
mand to be more watchful againft his Arts and 
Wiles, more vigorous in refifting all his Temp- 
tations, and to be at conftant War and En- 
mity with all that ihould afterwards become 
his Seed, (that is, ihould imitate and obey 
him) yet Cain^ the Firft-born of human 
Race, inftead of reiifting him, prcfently be- 
came a Lyar and a Murderer, as that wick- 
ed Spirit, his Father, was then begun to be : 

I And 
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And that notwithftandiiig God s gracious Ad- 
monition and Caution to the contrary. Gen, 
V* tfj 7. Whereby Cain plainly reje^ed the 
Hopes this Hrft Promife made to Mankind 
iiiould have kept alive in his Mind^ and which 
ought to have animated his whole Condud. 
He had therefore a peculiar Curfe inflided on 
him. Gen. iv. 1 1, 1 2. And was, at the £ame 
time, driven out from tbe Face of God: Gen. 
iv. 14, 1 5. Or, the Place where God made glo- 
rious Manifeftations of his. Prefence and good 
Will, by the Shecbinab, or Hoft of Angels: 
Having, by the Contempt he exprefs'd of the 
iirft Promife, and of God's gracious Admo- 
nition to him, and the wicked Temper he per- 
fifted in, rendred himfelf utterly unworthy of 
any of his farther gracious Communications. 
On his Banilhment ttom the Family and Pre- 
fence of God, he [Cain"] became the Head of 
the Famhy which the tDevii fet up in the 
World. 

This Family came alfo under one Part of 
the Curfe of the Serpent, ws. That God 
would put Enmity between tbe Seed of tbe 
Woman, and tbe Seed of tbe Serpent, 

For God gave the Woman anotbcr Seed, 
even Setb, inftead of righteous Jbei, whom 
Cain flew. Gen, iv. 25. 

The Family of this Patriarch, continued to 
be the Family of God, and was taken notice of 

as 
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as fuch, when his Defccndants became nume-^ 
Tous ,- being calPd by the Name of the Lmrdy 
as the marginal Readins; is, Gen. iv. i6. Or, 
tbeSonSy or Children pfGody Gen. vi. i. Not 
only as they paid that Obedience to the Law 
of their Nature, and to fuch other Laws as 
were immediately reveard to them, as was due 
to the Law of a Being fupremely powerful, 
wife, and good ; who created and preferved 
them, and was kind, tender, and indulgent 
towards them, and as they imitated him in 
Purity, Juftice, and Mercy j but as they might 
form Inferences and Hopes;, that fince they a* 
beyM him, and became like unto him, the* 
they were not bom to the Inheritance of a 
Son of God, &c. (a Right which ^^/^iw had 
forfeited for them, as well as for himfclf ) 
yet God would not hi\ to adopt them to 
fome futable Reward and Inheritance j tho* 
without knowing fo fully what that Reward 
or Inheritance mould be. So that as God 
was the God and Father of Jdam in Inno- 
cence, by Nature, or Creation j it was alfo ex* 
pedted, that he would by Jdoption become the 
God and Father of every one after the Fall, 
who fhould imitate and obey him. Whence 
it came to pafs, that God and Father, or 
Terms that imply them, as Sons or Children 
of God fin Oppofition fometimes to the Seed 
of the Serpent, and fometimes to the Chil- 
dren of Men, who are Heirs of Death) arc 

promifcuoufly 
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promifcuoufly us'd, cycn in this Part of fa- 
ercd Hiftory, whilft the Notions of divine A- 
doption were but faint and languid. 

However to give them a more aflured and 
lively Notion of it, God faw fit, after that 
JEnocb had dire^aed bis Courfe of Life accord- 
ing to God's Will, thro* the Faith of a future 
Reward5 (as the Author of the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews affures us, Heb. xL j, 6.) and had 
been a Prophet and Inftru(5ler of others, Jude 
14. God faw fit, I fay^ to take bim ^ to 
affure good Men of a future State of Re- 
ward and Happinefs in Soul and Body. 

Such in the Family of Setb as aded up to 
the Law of their Nature^ and to fuch farther 
Rules as God had given to Enocb^ or any O^ 
thers, and by them to the reft of Mankind, 
animated by the fame Faith and Hope, jB^//V- 
i)ing that God wasy and that be was a Re^ 
warder of tbem that diligently fought bim; 
pleas' d bim^ and were accepted by bim^ Heb^ 

For tho' thcie Difcoveries being very gene- 
ral and indeterminate, the Reafonings of their 
Faith could be but weak and doubtful too ; 
yet their Faith bearing a Proportion to the 
Matter^ and the Indiftiniane£s of the Revela- 
tion, muft be equally acceptable to God, as 
a Faith of greater Strength and Efficacy might 
render others, if it bore but the fame Propor- 
tion to any clearer Difcoveries be fhould af- 

D terwards 
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terwarcls vouchfafe them. And if the Vertuc 
of thefc early Patriarchs, the' animated by 
fainter Hopes of a future Reward^ was equal 
to a .Vertue animated by a ftronger, in after* 
times j in that Cafe, their Vertue muft be 
more (not lefs) acceptable to God, than that 
of the later Patriarchs, oijews^ or of Cbrijii* 
ms^ in the other Cafe. 

About the Time of Noah^ thefc two Fami* 
hes, mz. of God ^ndof the Devil, which were 
to be at perpetual Enmity, and were fcparated 
from each other by GodVexprefs Order, (Gw* 
iii. 1 5.) as well as by the Interpofition of his 
Providence, {(ien. iv. 11, 12, 14, 16.) yet 
mingled again : Appetite prevailing againft the 
Appointment of God. jR/r when thtfe Stms 
of God faw the ly aught ers of Men that they 
werefah\ they took thentWweSy ofaliz^hicb 
they chi{e^ Qttr\. vu 2. 

Prom thefe Inter-marriages which God had 
forbid, Cormption and Violence fpread over 
the Face of the whole Earth. And what left 
was to be expefted from Inter-marriages a- 
rifing from the Heat of Luft, which had o- 
vercome the Fear of God, and all Regards 
to his Promifes and Commands ^ but a Gi- 
gantick Race ,• Men of uncommon Si2e and 
strength, uncultivated by the Principles of 
Reafon and Revelation, by which alone the 
Appetites and Palfions of Health and Vigour 
are to be controufd. So that Noah^ who, per- 
haps; was the only Perfon that had kept free 
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from this unhappy- Mixture, and the more un- 
happy Attendants and Confequences of it^ was 
the only righteous or fincere Terfon^ Gen. vi. i. 
Whereupon God relblv'd to fweep away thij 
impious Race of Men with a Flood, and to 
cleanfe the Earth from their Corruption and 
Violence j preferving none but Noah and his 
Family alive : By whom, as the pure flacc of 
Setb^ he would people a new World* 

For the fake of the fingular Piety of this 
good Man, God fcems to have bleffed Man- 
kind immediately after the Flood, fo far as to^. 
have remov'd part of the Curfe, by taking off 
the great Perverfnefs of the Seafons, and the 
Sterility of the Ground ,• by making Mankind 
more fruitful than their Anti-dcluvian Anee* 
ftors I and by reftoring them to a greater Degree 
of Dominion over the brute Part of the Creati- 
on, than they had had fuice the Fall. AU which 
was confirmed by a Covenant, that be would 
not renew his Curfe oit the Earth any more^ ei- 
ther by the Inclemency of the Heavens, by 
the Barrennefs of the Earth, or by the total 
Deftrudion of it j and alfo by a Covenant 
with every living Creature ; that in Compen.- 
fation to them, for being in this greater De- 
gree of Subjedion to iMankiiid, he 'WOiild ^ 
defirpy them pr the Earth any more. Se^ 

Geiu xii. 8. xxi. 17 20. Comp^rd witji 

Chap.w. 29, viii. 20, 21, 22. ix. i, 2,3,7, 
9 — 1 8. See Dr. Sherlock's more f»r« Word 

ofTropbecy^ pag. 87 119. 
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This Covenant was in it felf a great Blef- 
fing ; but yet might be underftood to be a 
much greater, as it might be apprehended to 
be a Pledge of a very fuperior Covenant^ that 
God defigned in a few Ages after to make 
•' with Mankind ; when he ftiould exprefly pro- 
mife to recover good Men from Death, the 
far more bitter Part of the Curfe that ftill 
remained behind, and exprefsly entitle them 
to eternal Life. 

This feems to have been intimated by No- 
ah^ in what he fays prophetically of Sbem : 
Promifing a farther and pfeculiar Bleffing, when 
he bkJlfes the Lord God of Shem^ Gen. ix. 
26. God^s being the Lord God of Shem^ 
muft denote a farther Bleffing than any that 
had been granted by God to Noah and 
his Sons in general, or to Japhetb in parti- 
cular, the Eldeft of them. For being the 
God of Sbem^ is being the Father of Shem. 
And the Inheritance that God, confider'd as 
a Father, is ever faid in Scripture to give to 
any of his Sons, is Life ,• unlefs it be when it 
relates to the Adoption of Ahrabam and his 
Pofterity to fome earthly Inheritance,- to 
which they had no Right by Birth or Ac- 
quifition, or any other way than by divine 
Donation. 

On the other hand,^the unbelieving and 
jiifobcdient B^rt of the Family of Nsab^ 

which 
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which was Ham and his Defcendants, parti- 
cularly Canaan feems to have renounced their 
Share in the Bleflings that belonged to the 
Children of God, and to have become the Fa- 
mily of the Tietil ; and accordingly to have 
been mark'd out as fuch by the Curfe of God 
in many remarkable Inftances, as had been 
the Cafe of Cain before the Flood, Gen. iv. 
II — 22. Thefe Inftances of God's feverc 
Vengeance were fometimes neceflary to pre- 
vent fuch unhappy Mixtures between thefe two 
Families, as had brought on the Flood ; and 
were, in their natural Tendency, Motives to 
Repentance. And if they had not that Effedi; 
yet muft have rendered the Juftice of God in 
any future PunilTiment the more confpicuous ; 
and at the fame time havef conrtrm'd the 
Children and Family of God in their Faith 
and Obedience. Under this Head, to fpeak 
of them once for all, may be rankM the Con- 
fufion and Difperiion of Sabel^ the Deftrudi- 
on of Spdom^ the Plagues of Egypty the Ex- 
tirpation of the fe'ven Nations^ &c. 

Notwithftanding this univcrfal Defolation 
by the Flood, in nine Generations, the Know- 
ledge and Worfhip of the one only true God, 
and all Vertue, had in a manner forfaken the 
Earth : And the World apoftatizing fronti 
their Maker, became Worftiipersof falfc Gods. 
As the Worftiip that bad been paid to the 
true God, was paid to him very much under 

/ the 
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the Notion of a Father ^ it feems highly pro* 
bable to me, that the firft Worlhip of the 
Devil might be introduc d under the fame ,• 
lince falfe Religion, efpecially at the firft, 
would certainly have a near Semblance of the 
true : And it has been an antient and common 
Obfervation, that the Devil affefts to ape 
God. The Thallagogiay an Idolatry thought 
by many learned Men to be extremely antient, 
gives great Countenance to this Opinion : E- 
Ipecially if Spencers Notion be juft, (which 
feems highly probable) that Circumcilion was 
appointed, among other Reafons, to obviate 
this Idolatry, See Spencer De Leg. Hebr. 
Kit. lib. I. cap. 4. fed. 3. But whether this 
particular Notion be. juft or no, yet it is cer- 
tain, that Idolatry was fb general, that even 
the Family of blefled Shem was not entirely 
free from a lower kind of it ^ they worfhip- 
ing Images or Terraphim^ together with the 
true God, "Jojh. xxiv. 2. However, 

God winked at thisy (uffering their Man^ 
ners^ without fending any Meflcnger to re- 
claim them. 

But, foon after this Idolatry began, God 
call'd Abraham out of Urr of the ChaldeeSy 
choofing him (who probably was the only 
Perfon that had kept himfelf free from it, 
Jojh. xxiv. 2. Nehem. ix. 7, 8. Jofepb. Jntiq. 
lib. I.) as the Head of a Family, in which 
he would preferve the true Religion, Gen. 

xviii. 
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xviii. 19- (confifting in a BeKcf of and inO* 
bedience and Submiilion to the one true God) 
And by the Means of whofe Travels, diftin- 
guilTi'd Protection and Vouchfafements^ he 
would give fuch as were well difpos'd in Ca* 
vaan and Egypt^ &c. \Gen. xii. 17, ig. xiv. 
18 '—2I. xxi. 18. XXV. 3*— 7. xxvi. 6 — 34*3 
iMKi cifewbere, an Opportunity to enquire a^ 
terhwi. 

la regard of Jbrabams fingular and ua^ 
cxampkd Faith and Obedience on the great- 
eft Tryals, God was pleas d to become his 
GW5 t)r bis Father. Sec Gen. xvu. 7. xxxi. 42. 
JExo^. ill 6. and many other Places. Foi^ 
as has been obferv'd already, God and Father 
are Teraas that are often us'd prpmifcuoufly 
in Scripture. God alfo promised to blefs hmu 
This Blefling feems to be the recovering him 
from Death, the remaining Part of the ori^ 
ginal Curfc which had not yet been cxprcfsly 
taken off to Koab : And by this, NoaFs blejF- 
fing the Lord God of Sbem^ the Anceftor of 
Jhrabamy was explained ^ and that the Lord 
was the God or Father of Shem^ was fully 
confirmed. Gen. xii. 23. Set Gen. xxii. 17^ 
18. For God now exprefslji adopted Jbra- 
bamy Sheins Defcendant, to the. Inheritance of 
eternal Life : And alfo all the Fatmlics of the 
£arth that iliould becor^e bis f^iritual Seed^ 
/. e. Should imitate him in his Faith and Obci* 
dicncc, Rom. iv* 12, 16. Gai, iii* Jb ^9* Or m 
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other Words of Scripture, th^t Jhould be perfiU 
before God as he was : That is, fliould live in a 
fteady Courfe of fincere Obedience, Submifli* 
on to God's Providence, and Refignation to 
his future Difpofal, from a firm Belief of his 
Protection, Support, and future Reward. For 
this Bleffing was not to be confined to fuch 
only as fliould imitate him among the Race 
ofSbem ; but to be exprefsly extended to any 
among the other Families of the Earth, even 
the moft accurfed, that fliould follow his Ex* 
ample. However, Jhrabam Was to have 
this fingular Honour, that of whatever Fami* 
ly of the Earth, they were, that fliould imi- 
tate him, they fliould not receive their Title 
to this Inheritance immediately from God, as 
he did ; but as the Children of JbrabaWy or 
thro' Jbrahamy who was the Father of us 
ally Rom. iv. 17. (whether Shemmite or 
Canaanite , Jew or Gentile , Male or Fe^ 
male^ Sond or Free) Js it is written^ a 
Father of many Nations have I made thee^ 
before him whom he believed^ etcn God^ 
who quickneth the T>eady and calletb tbofe 
things which be noty as tbd they were. And 
to give Abrabamy not only the Promife of 
this Inheritance, but alfo a Promife of a 
Pledge of it, Godlikcwife promised to adopt his 
natural Seed to an earthly Inheritance, and part 
of them to the Inheritance of Canaany (the 
Delight of all Lands) who had no other 
Bight to it, Exfid. xiii. 5* God was pleased 

to 
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to repeat thefe Promifes to him, on great 
Occasions, for the Confirmation of his Faith, 
Gm. xiii. 14, 18. x. y. xvii. 21. And to 
make them ftill clearer in Proportion to his 
Faith-s growing ftronger. And in order ftill 
farther to encourage and ftrengthen his Faith 
»nd Truft in God> God was pleafed to ap- 
poinjt Circumcifion, as the Seal of thefe Cove- 
nants or Promifes ; (G^. xvii. i — 1 5. Rom. 
jx. 4. Heb. xi. 13.) Or in other Words, as a 
farther Alfurance of this Adoption to an earth- 
ly as well as to an hcavpnly Inheritance. And 
therefore Cifcumcifion was enjoyned to none, 
but fuch as were entitled to both thefe Inheri- 
tances. So that, I think, Circumcifion ihould 
be confidered as the Badge of God's vifible 
Family, or of God's Sons by a double Adop- 
tion, and of them only. 

That Jhrabam might have the more ftrong 
Confolation in the lively Hopes of this double 
Inheritance (and of one of them, ^iz. the 
parthly, as a Pledge of the other, mz. the 
heavenly) God \yas pleafed at laft in infinite 
C6ndefcen(ion to confirm thcin by an Oath, 
(ij?«/xxii. 1 6. And to the intent that the Vi- 
gor of thefe Hopes might be the better pre- 
ferved, on wbich their Performance of the 
Condition fo much depended, aqd confequent- 
ly the Performance pf the Promife on God's 
Part, God faw fit to repeat thefe Promifes 
(which hie had fo folemnly confirmed to Jhira^ 
bam) to Ifaac and to Jacob afterwarcfs, 

E (G^«. 
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(Geiu xxvi. 34* xxvii, 29. xxviii. 4, 13, 14.) 
Heirs together with him of the fame Promif?, 
Heb. xi. 9. 

Jbraham^ Ifaac^ and Jacoh^ and their 
Defcendants, being the firft Family of all the 
Families of the Earth, that received any ex- 
prefs Promife, that God would be their GoJ^ 
and hlefs them ,• or in other Words, that he 
would be their Father^ and that they fliould 
be his Children ^ Theirs was the Adoption^ 
the Tromifes^ and the Co^venants^ and the lur 
heritances^ Rom. x. 4. Heb. xi. 8, 13. Hence 
it is, that God calls tfraej or the Children of 
Jfrael (the Defccndants o{ Jbraham) his Sob 
and his Firft-born, Exod^iv. 22. Jfrael and 
his Sons being adopted to Canaan^ the Inheri- 
tance of the Firft-born, whilft IJhmael had 
only Idumea^ and Efau only Mount Seir for 
a Pofleflion, T>eut* xi. y. 

And hence it is that God is alfb the Father 
of all y^/pf^i&Ws fpirituarSeed : The Seed^ or 
People, that was to be bom ,• or the Seed that 
was tofer^e him^ and that was to be account^ 
ed to him for a Generation^ Pfal xxii. 30, 31', 
God having adopted them from being the CKit- 
clren of Men, and of the Devil, Heirs of the 
JSrft and fecond Death (which laft is caliecj 
Wrath) to an heavenly Inheritance, by his 
Free Grace, mChrift J e fits out l^ord. 

But farther, ■ the Blelfmg prqmifed to AbYa'- 
iam^^ the Father of all the Faithful',' and to 
his faithful or fpiritual Seed, Was not a bard 
'- '^ ■ ' Deli- 
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Deliverance from all the Curfes that Jdam 
brought on his , Seed, 6t that which they un- 
happily acquired by becoming the Seed of the 
Serpent (as has already been flioWn) but the 
alTuring him of a fuperior Blefling to that which 
Jdant had forfeited : Or the alfuring him of 
the Inheritance of an adopted Son of God, viz. 
a Refurredtion to an heavenly Dominion, Glo- 
ry, Blifs, and Immortality, as we learn from 
our Saviour's Atgumcnt againft the Sddducees^ 
Luke XX. 37. and from St. TauPs Epiftle to 
the Gaiatiatis^ Chap. iii. 14. under the I'erms 
bitbe We[fing of the Spirit ; The Spitit being 
to quicken or raife us up, and being in the 
mean time the Earned of this Adoption, that 
is the Redemption of our Bodies from the Bon- 
dage of Corruption, Rom. iii. ii. and the In- 
heritance which is to follow it. 

And from the New Tcftament, where this 
Matter is more fully explained, we learn, that 
when this Redemption fliall be effected by the 
Spirit, then inftead of an animal, earthly Body, 
cloathed with a Glory derived from the firft 
Jdafn (who was but a living Soul, t Cor. 
kv. 45:.) in which we might have enjoyed an 
earthly Pafadife, or a folitary Garden, that 
We were to have dreifed, and where we iliould 
have had Dominion over thfe Fifh of the Sea, 
the Fowls of the Air, and over every Kving 
l^feing that moveth on the Earth, and fubdued 
. them ; GeH. I 28. ii. 15. and where we might 
have fometimes conversed with animal Men, 

E 2 like 
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like our felves, and now and then have fecn 
the Glory of God, and heard his Voice^ as 
Jdam did in the Cool of the Day, Gen. 
iii. 8. (which, as we have before obfcrv^d, 
was the Inheritance with which he was veft- 
cd foon after his Creation ;) We may have 
a glorious, celeftiai, incorruptible Body^ fhi- 
ning like the Sun in the Firmament, derived 
from the fecond Jdanty who is a quichning 
Spirit (i Cor. xv. 45.) and refembling his glo-^ 
rious Body; in which we fhall inhabit the 
heavenly jerufalemy where there fliall be no 
more Curfe^ nor no more Nighty Rev. xxii.3,5i 
but where wejhall be Kings and Priefts unto 
Gody and have 7)ominion o^er the Wicked^ 
PfaL xlix. or as St. Taul fays, judge Angels 
and the Worlds i Cor. vi. 2, 3. And at full 
Reft and Leifure^ and without any Interruption, 
enjoy the bleffed Society of the Aflembly of 
the Firft-borUj whofe Names are written in 
Heaven, and of an innumerable Company of 
Angels i and where after we have been intro- 
duced by Jefus the Mediator of the better 
Covenant, to God the Judge of all, we JhaU 
he ever with the Lordy and fee him as he is^ 

Abraham being the firft, to whom this 
Bleffing was exprefly promifed after the Curfe 
that had been pronounced on the Fall ; Blef- 
fing an4 Curfing are afterwards often ufed in 
Scripture as Terms equal to Life and Happi- 
nefs, and to Mifery and Death. (See ^euts 
xxvii. 14, 26. an() xxviiL i— -i4* Matth. 
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XXV. 34. Rom.iv.9. Gaf^iiuS^py 10^13,14.) 
And it may be always fignify this in part, if 
not in whole. 

This Bleffing is expreflcd in other Words of 
Scripture, as forghing^ or not imputing Sin^ 
Rom. iv. 7, 8. And juftifying^ imputing or 
counting for Right eoufnefs^ Rom. iv. 3. XitiL 
ill. 8. Ihe reafon of which Expreifions is 
plain, fince whofoever is ReUus in Curia is 
intitled to all the Privileges and Bleflings that 
belong to the Jurifdiftion of that Court ^ or 
rather to all the Privileges and Bleflings 
which belong to the Subjects of that King- 
dom, which erects or conftitutes that Court. 



After the Fall God had hitherto only ma- 
hifefted his Glory and Will to particular Fa- 
milies, Setb\, NoaFs ; and at laft to Jbra- 
barn's^ Ifaac's^ and JacoVs^ by an exprcfs 
Covenant of Adoption confirmM by a Seal, a 
promised Pledge and an Oath. But the Family 
ol Jacob multiplying exceedingly, till it came 
from feventy Souls, which went down into 
Bigypt^iCitVi. xlvii.27.) to be about fix hundred 
thoufand Men, befides Children, or Male-chil- 
dreuj {Exod. xii. 37.) and God remembring 
his Covenant, or his temporal Covenant, or 
the temporal part of his Covenant made with 
their Forefathers Jbrabam^ Ifaac^ and Ja-^ 
€ob^ and their natural Seed, that he would give 
them theXiand oi CanaaUyXh^ promised Pledge 
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of the Performance of^ the better Promife, 
(jExod iu 14. and iii. 8.) He hotv fefolved 
to give them theadiial Polfeflion of theEarnett 
of it, and to take this Family, People, Nati- 
on, and kingdom, to Kimfelf ,• and cpnfe- 
quently that he would, bedome thfeir King^ 
and theii" God. And fending a Meflage to 
tjiem hy^ofes^ that he would deliver them 
from the Bondage of the l^gyptians^ and re- 
folving alfo very foon to propole to them to 
become his People^ he then firft calls them bis 
^People in fpeakihg to Mofes; Exod.iii. 17. 
and afterwards in Meffages, which he fent by 
Mofes to Tbaraob about them, Exod. v. i. 
and vi. 7. The better to prepare therii for 
fuch a Kingdom, God had fuffer'd them to 
groan under a long and cruel OppreiHon in 
Egypt y and in order to fix their Attention, 
and likewife draw the Attention of Mankind 
to Himfelf through them, he was pleas'd to 
deliver them from their Opprcllion, in a Man- 
ner that muft make the greateft Noife in the 
World. 

Perhaps God faw it the more fit to ereifl this 
Family into a Kingdom under Himfelf at this 
Period of Time, to prevent their worfhiping 
the Devil, as ^aal or Lord j that is, as the 
Lord or God of the Country which they were 
going to inhabit : Which about this Time was 
the Notion under which Worfliip was paid 
him by all the People in their Neighbourhood. 
Sec Spencer de Tbeocr. Judaic* Mankind 

ha« 
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having now ftill farther apoftatiz'd from the 
true God. and funk deeper into the Worfhip 
of the Devilj^s their Father and Lord^ (though 
fee was the grand and avowed Enemy of God, 
and of Mankind) and praftifing all forts of 
impiety and Wickednefs in honour to him: 
Such indeed as were intirely fuitcd to their 
own dark Minds, to the Prince of Darknefs, 
and to the Empire he had ufurped Qver them. 

The bptter to obyiate this lylifchief, as well 
as. for other wife Reafons, God was pleafed 
fifty pays after their going out of Egypt ^ acr 
tually to eredt them into a Kingdom under 
himfelf, as tl^eir King and their God, by the 
(Covenant' in the J0ldernefs at Mownt Sinai i 
Namely, that ^s he had delivered them out of 
the Land of V^gypt^ and out of the Houfe of 
Bondage, he would take them for a People, 
gnd they ihould take the Lord for their God, 
and flioulcj obey him. Mxod, xix. 4, 9. and 
XX. 2, 19. Tieut. \. 17. and xxvi. 17, 18. Jo- 
Jhua xxiv. 22. Hofea xiii. i o. Exod, xxiv. 3 , 1 2. 
' The Circumftances which .attended the en- 
tring inlro this Covenant were highly fuitable 
to that Tranfadion. The Time of erefting ^ 
this Kingdomjj was' when they could not but 
have very awful and grateful Thoughts of God ^ 
in a Place retirH from all Mankind, who were 
Idolaters, and confequeritly from ail Solicitati- 
ons to any of their idolatrous Pradices^ and in 
jTo awful ^ Manner as was calculated to ftrike 
fhem and their Poflerity with the moft tre- 
mendous 
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mendou$ Impreflions of the Authority of the 
Lawgiver : All which would be little enough 
to preferve fuch a wayward and untradable 
People from the Supcrflitions of their Neigh- 
bours. 

To thefe, fuch of any other Family as by 
the Cpnfideration of God^s amazing Providen- 
ces towards the Ifraelitijh Family and Nation, 
ihould be brought to acknowledge the God of 
IJrael for the pnly true God, and would fubrait 
to the Laws qf this l^ingdom which he had 
ereded, were joyn'd : And a general Natura- 
lization of all fuch became a ftanding Law of 
their State. And as Circuracifion had been 
the Badge of God's Family, fo now it was 
made the Badge of all his male Subjeds ijfobn 
vii. 32.) who were to be the Inheritop of the 
Land of Canaan. 

As this Kingdom was, ^mong other Purpq- 
fes, defign'd as a Reward for the Piety qf 
Jbrahdm^ and as a Reward for his Dcfcen- 
dants, who though far from being all perfo- 
nally pious, yet were the only Family that 
worihip'd the true God, or own'd the Rule of 
Virtue ,• God faw fit to blefs then> at once, 
and before-hand with the Riches of Egypt^ 
as had been foretold to Abraham^ Gen. xv. 1 4. 
(which they fcem to have depianded as due for 
their hard Labour, Exod. ii. 3 5, 3 6* and which 
the Egyptians willingly gave them to get rid 
of them) and with a great and x remarkable 
Overthrow of that People at the Ktd Sea : 

I When 
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When after the inoft cruel Oppreflion, and 
contrary tothe moft exprcfs Agreement, they 
came to hinder them from going into the WiU 
demefs to facrifice, as God had commanded 
them. They were likewife to have had an 
immediate PoiTeilion of the Land of Canaan^ 
{a Land which be had efpied for them ; 
Ezek. XX. 6. A Landflo'doing with Milk and 
- Hon^') and had a free Government eftablifh- 
ed oyer them, (See Harringtons Art of Law- 
j^ioin^y Book IL And the Prerogative of 
^Popular Governments BookIL c. 3.) that ex- 
•celled all others, not only in the pieculiar Ho- 
nour and Advantage of having God for their 
King, but ^as might naturally thence be ex- 
pected) in the moft excellent Laws and Con- 
ftitutions I till they by their incurable prone- 
nefs to Idolatry and Vice obliged him, as a 
wife and gracious Governor, to defer their 
going Id^o Canaan for fome Years, and to 
propofe Laws to them that were not good in 
thdmfeivcs, but wiiich were neceffary from 
their wicked Temper and Difpolition, as Re- 
medies to {M-cvent greater Evils, and even 
their utter Extirpation, long before it overtook 
them. See Ezeh xx. 4 — 27. Nor would 
their ^S^ick'ednefs fuffer God to ftop here, but 
at laft,' in juft Puniftiment of their Obftinacy 
and Perverfenefs, forced him to withdraw 
-mo.*e*and more Irona the Excrcife of his Regal 
Authority over them ; and -at their foolifh and 
pcrverfe Defire, to commit it to fuch, as ufed 
^ - -' F them 
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them with a Harihnefs and Severity that was 
but too like the Kings of all the Nations round 
about them. Thus however, by the Covenant 
at Sinaiy the Ifraelites became God's People : 
Or a People that he had feparated to himfelf 
from all the People of the Earth, who were 
Children and Subjeds of the Devil, and to 
fuch a Degree, as to make the higheft A&s of 
Wickednefs the higheft h&s of their Devoti- 
on to him, or to other Idols by his Suggcfti- 
on. On this Account the Ifraelites are called 
an holy Teople or Katim to the Lord^ Exod, 
xix. 6. Deut. vii. 6. and xiv. ^. and xxvi. 19. 

It may be of ule on this Occafion to fiop a 
Moment, to recoUeift, that thofe, who by the 
Covenant at Sinai were become his People, 
were already bis Sons^ or Children, or Firft- 
born, and that he had been their Father by 
cxprefs Covenant from the Time of Abrabamj 
as he was now to be their King : And to ob- 
ferve, that from hence it is that Children and 
Teoploy are in effe^ the fame thing, and pro* 
mifcuoufly ufed in Scripture. E^d* vi. 7. and 
X. 3. and xix, 5, 6. and xxxi. 9. and Hofea 
i. lo. Kom.r&. 26. Gal^ iiu 26. 

This may account for what might otherwise 
appear fomewhat ftrangc in the &crcd Wri- 
ters. And after this, the Terms of God and 
Father, or Terms which imply them^ arc ftiU 
ufed promifcuoufly with greater Frequency ia 
the old Teftament. 

Thus 
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Thus God eve&ed [ the Family, or ] the 
Children of Ifrae/ mto a Kingdom : But it 
was but a temporal or an earthly Kin^m^ 
though under himfelf, who was an heavenly 
King: In which he always aded fuitably to 
that high Charader, whilft he condefcended 
fb far as to become their earthly or temporal 
Prince. And though this Kingdom, which 
he adminifter'd, was but an earthly Kingdom, 
yet if they would but have obferv'd its Laws, 
without the leaft Breach of any one of them, 
they jwrould have obtained Life by the Works 

of this Law. Ezeh xx. 10 27. T>eut. 

vi 25. Gal. iiu 10. Rom.iv./^. and iii. 27. 
(That is, as I apprehend, an animal or terre- 
ftrial Life.) For as God took them for his 
People, it was but fitting that he fliould give 
them a fpiritual and a perfect Law. $ee Tfal. 
xix. 7. Mat. xxii. ^6. Rom. vii. 12. And a 
perfe(a Law perfectly obey'd muft entitle all 
that fo obey it to Happinefs and Life. On the 
ot:her hand, as God was the fupreme Magir 
firate in this Kingdom, fo he could puniih the 
Breach of fuch Laws as were fpiritual For 
though he ordinarily left the Ifraelitfs to be 
proceeded againft by the inferior Magiftrates, 
by Tha or Cmrot^erfy, or fecmdum aUa & 
probata^ yet he leems to have inflititcd Puniih* 
ments in fome cafes imfnediatcly himfelf, which 
I take it are pointed out by fuch a Phrafe as 
this, The Lord will fet his Face againft that 
Man^ Lev. xvii. 10. Inftancesto this pur- 
F X pofe 
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pofe may be feen, Exod. xxxiii. ^ 5. X^^. x. 9. 
Ntmb. xii. 10. xvi. 3I3 32. i Sam. vi 7. 
2 Cbron. KKvi.iS. 

But notwithftanding the Jfraelitfs had fuch 
Promifes and Thrcatnings, yet Men being ve- 
ry frail, from the Strength of their Appetites 
and Paflions^ and the numerous Objeds that 
furround them, and that perpetually foliciit 
and provoke them ; and the Law being alfo 
weak, or infuflficient to aflift their Reafon in 
the Purfuit of Vcrtue, by not promifing the 
Forgivenefs of Sins that were paft, or of future 
Tranfgreffions ,• but inftead of any fuch Promi- 
fes, denouncing Death for each of them (For 
Ctirfed is etery one that contimietb not in all 
things that are 'written in the Xjaw to do them ': 
Deur. xxviii. 26. Gal. Hi. 10.) And being 
alfo weak, by not propoiing a fuificient Re- 
ward, or a Reward that was attainable j the 
Law, notwithftanding that Part of it was fpi- 
ritual and perfcd, and could have given Life 
to any, who could have obC^rv'd it exadlly, 
(^Lev. xviii. 5. Matt. xxii. 35. Rom. iii. 27* 
iv. 4. vii. i2y 14.) became only the Law or 
inftrument of an imperfect Conftitution tho- 
rough its Rigor as a fpiritual Rule, and tho- 
rough the Weaknefs of this Conftitution, (of 
tJ^hich it was the Law or Inftrument) on ac- 
count of its being without a fufficicnt or an at- 
tainable Reward, 

' And though Part of this Law was fpiritual, 
^.d regarded the very Motions of the Mind, 

-/•:•'•-•■•'*• yet 
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yet the far greater Part of it was carnal ^nr 
deed all the Law ;was fo, that could be exad- 
ly obey'd? This we learn from an exprefs Af- 
fertion, Heh. ix. lo. And from being told, 
TJbat it puriffd nothing but the Flejh : Sut 
could not purge the Confcicnce^ Helx ix- 1 3, i4» 
j[to which it was altogether unprofitable^ Heb. 
vii. J 8.) Nor make the Comers thereunto per-- 

From both thefe Confiderations it appears 
how this Law became deadly^ as St. ^aul^^^^ 
ferts, Kom. vii. 10. The Rigor of that Part 
of the Law that was fpiritual^ requiring Per- 
fedion on pain of Death, made that Part of 
it deadly ^ it being impradicable ^ and the Pe* 
palty of every Dilobedience to this part of the 
Law being Death, and the great Number of 
Precepts that were carnal, made thofe who 
^ere fubjeft to them alfo often liable to Death. 
Beiides, the Law was Death or deadly, be- 
j::aufe it could not give Life : As thofe Precepts 
could not in their own Nature which were 
carnal ; No more than thofe, ^ which though 
in their own Nature perfed, yet through the 
Weaktiefs of Mankind, and the Defects of 
the Conftitution of that Kingdom (allo>ving 
no Forgivenefs, Relaxation or Abatement, 
and not propofmg a fufficient or an attainable 
Reward) could not be perfectly obey'd. 

This Law, which was partly carnal, and 
all of it deadly, God gave the IfraeliteSy to 
let them fee, that as thi$ was not the Law of 

a 
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a p&fed: Conftitution, the Conftitutiqn it felf 
was not dcfign'd to be perpetual i And even to 
fhew them at laft, that it was intendefi to lead 
them to a better Hope^ viz. The Law of tbei 
Spirit of Life : Or, TAe Law of that King-^ 
dom which cannot bejhaken : Or, as St. Taul 
cxpreffes it under other Images ,• God gave 
fhem this Law to he a School-mafter to brir^ 
them to Chrift^ Gal. iii. 24. And thus Chrift, 
or the Chriftian Religion liiay be faid to be the 
Lnd of the Law^ or to be prophefyd of by ity 
or contained in it^ juft as Equity is faid by out 
Saviour to h( the Law and the Trophets^ 
Mat. vii. 12. 

As Mofes was God's chief Minifter in ereiSt- 
ing this earthly Kingdom; fq Jojhua^ the 
Judges^ Kings md TrophetSy were his chief 
Minilters in prclerving and continuing it. Jo- 
Jhua and the fucceeding Judges were rais'd up 
by God^ to introduce the IfraeHtes into Ca^ 
naan^ or to preferve the Poffeflion of it tq 
them, on feveral extraordinary Emergencies' 



The People at laft growing weary of thefe 
uncertain and occafional Governors, and of 
the Form of Government that prevailed under 
them, and affefting to be like their Neigh- 
bours, deiir'd a King : Though they thereby 
reje'cted God from ruling c^er them^ t Sam. 
vui. 7, God gave them Haul in his Anger, and 
took him away in his Wrath. The People 

might 
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might well be afraid, leaft T>a^idy whom 
God had anointed in Saufs ftead^ might have 
no Line, any more than Saul ; and might be 
apprehenfive of the Effects of fuch an unfettled 
State, introduced by their own Folly and Wic- 
kedhefs, in asking d King. They might well 
fear, left the Government fhoiild be quite un- 
hing'dj and left Canaan it felf, the Pledge 
of a better Inheritance, (hould be intirely loft: 
And which now, bcfides, too like other Pled- 
ges, when the Thing of which they are the 
Earncft is unfcen or delay'd, had loft a great 
deal of its Force. To prevent the ill Confe- 
quences which might have cnfu*d from any Un- 
certainty in this Matter, and to give a new 
Spring to their Hopes^ the Continuance of the 
Kingdom under. T>amd and his Line, feems 
to have been made a Pledge of the future 
Kingdom, of the future Son of T>a<vid^ fpo- 
ken oiTfal. ii. 7* Ixxxix. i^, 20. (who is alfo 
call'd l^amd^ Jcr. xxx. 9. Hof. iii. 5. Ezek. 
xxxiv. 23,24^ xxxvi. 24, 25. from the moft 
exad Rcfcmblance and Analogy between 2)^- 
md and him) and confequently of the Righte- 
oufnefs of that Kingdom, and of Life as the 
Reward of that Righteoufnefs. God gives 
therefore a Promife of this Pledge, and of the 
Thing pledg'd by it, and confirms them by 
an Oath. The Promife of the Pledge indeed 
was conditional, as may be fcen 2 Sam. vii. 14. 
xxiii. 5. I Kings ii. 4. viii. 2 y* But the Pro- 
mife or Covenant of the Thin^ pledg'd, was 

I ab- 
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abfolute, as may be fcen 2 Sam. vil 16^ 
25, 27. i Cbrim. x\'n. 14, 23, 24, 27. yiS^ 
ii. 25 — 37. TfaiAxKxix. :l6 — 39. Ifaiab 
Iv. 3, 4. ^Sj" xiii. 34—38. Jer. xxxiii. 17, 
2I326. The abfolute and conditional Pro- 
mife may be feen together, ^faLcxx^ii iiy 

" iz. where likewife the abfolute Rromifc, if 
not the conditional, is confirmed by the Oath 

: 6f God; As it alfo is, PfaJAxkxix. 35* What 
itas beenfaid of this Covenant with 2)^toV/, 

• may ferve to ihew us, why the new TiftoMent 
Writers lay fo much ftrefs on Chrift*s being. ^ 
Sm of^atiidj or of the Hmfe amd Lineage 
vf ^a^idi (in too many Places to be emoted) 
of his being to have the Tbrtme and Kwgd^m 
cf bis Fatbir T>amdi and of his being to 
reign over the Houfe ^ Jacob, and that for 
£mr^ MattJ. 20. Lukci* 32,^3. A<5fcsxiii. 23. 
Mark x. 47, And this may alfo ferVe to fhew 
us, why the Apoftles, on Chrift's AfcenfiDn," 
fay that be was then aftually raised Xo^awds 
Ubroney Ads ii. 3053d xv. id. 

But as on the Kingdom's becoming. Heredi- 
tary, God fcems to have withdrawn more 
from the Excrcife of his regal Authority, and 
the Anfwers by Urim and TBummim ceeisA ; 
{See Spencer de Leg. Hehr. Rit. Lib. IIL 

xap. 7.) And as from the Tinnie oiaAhaz^ the 

'Affairs of the Kingdom of J-uddb fecm'd ad- 
verfe and threatning, till at Jlaft they becatiie 

-quite defpcrate^ and fo both the Pledge of the 
Continuance of the Kingdalbwider the Line of 

"Damd^ 
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i)a^idy and of Canaan it felf, feem'd to lofc 
all their Force and Virtue ^ God faw fit to fup- 
ply this Defedi j and keep their Hopes alive by 
clearer Predi(5tions of the univerfal and perpe- 
tual Kingdom; of T)aoid^ or of the Son of 
T)amd^ or the Meffiahy by a Sutceflion of 
Prophets, from Ifaiah to Malachi ^ who 
Ipake not only of this Kingdom, of its Ex- 
tent and Duration ^ but of the Righteoufnefs 
it ftiould introduce, and of Life, as the Re- 
ward of that Righteoufnefs, {Ifaiab liiL liv. 
12, 17. ^m xxiii. 5, 5. xxxi. 31 — 35. xxxiii. 
15; Id. u^an. ix. 24- xii, 2, 3. Hah. ii. 4. 

This Succe/fidn of Prophets had alio this 
in common with the Prophets that went before 
them, that they wei'e often fent to explain thd 
Lawi Of to give new Rules for their Conduit, 
611 particular Odcafions 5 to exhort, admonilh, 
reprove, threaten, comfort, or animate this 
People^ as there was Occaiion. For the Pro- 
phets are to be confider'd, as having a fort of 
legatine Commiflion from God, if I may be 
allowM to ufe that Expreflion (efpecially fuch 
as were fent to the Houfe dilfrael after their 
Revok from the Line of Damd) according as 
the CireumftanGes of the Nation required. For 
to the Nation they were fent, not to particulai^ 
P^tfons ,• and to the Nation, were their Rules, 
Admonitions, Reproofs, Denunciations, En- 
couragements, and Promifes given ; and nati- 
onally are they to be underftood : Though 
there ate feVerai Things ioterfper^'d, relating 

G ta 
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to the Religion of Nature, and of Jbrabamy 
and the farther Expedation of being delivered 
from Death, and adopted to eternal Life, by 
Prophecies clear enough to keep fuch an Hope 
alijve in their Minds (particularly in the Books 
oiVDeuteronomy^ Jojhua^ and the Prophets) 
as the fureft Principle of national Fidelity and 
Obedience 5 together with entire Books writ- 
ten for their Inftrudion in moral and divine 
Things: Such as the Book oijob^ Tfalms^ 
Trwerhs^ and Ecclefiaftes^ ^ 

But though it was an earthly Kingdom, and 
immediately anfwer'd the Ends of fuch a 
Kingdom, and no other ^ yet it was alfo de- 
fign'd for other Purpofcs. Particularly it did 
not only ferve to put the Ifraelites perpetual- 
ly in mind of God, as the Creator and Go- 
vernor of the World, as the Rewarder of 
the Tatriarcbsy and as the God oi Jhra-- 
ham^ whenever they had to do with Him as 
the King of Ifraei; (all the Homage that. was 
to be paid to Him as King of I/raely being 
fuited to the Charadler of an heavenly King, 
though condefcending to a£t as an earthly 
King ;) but it was fct up in the Worlds as a 
Light on a Hill (as the Family of Jbrabatfty 
IfaaCy and Jacob were before) in order to 
make all the World gaze on it, and enquire 
after the God of Ifrael ; after the End for 
which fuch particular Laws, and fo peculiar 
a Polity was given this People ,- and after 
the Expe^tion this People had, either near 

or 
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or more remote ^ or that might be reafonably 
entertained about them. Sec Sherlock on Tro^ 
mdence^ P* 393* 

Nor was it defign'd only to raife an Expe- 
dlation among the Jews^ and among Mankind, 
of the Kingdom of the Meffiah, but to prepare 
Things for it : So as to raife the greater At- 
tention to it at Chrift's Appearance, and fo as 
that it might be known when it fliould take 
Place, at his being feated on his Throne, a^ 
the right Hand of the Majefiy on high. [Sec 
Sherlock on Tromdence^ p. ^64.] This was 
done by Prophecies, and fuch Analogies, as I 
ftiall briefly mention prefently. 

As thefe were the great and ultimate Ends^ 
for which the earthly Kingdom was erciSked, 
fo in the mean time God defign'd, by making 
the profperous and adverfe State of that King- 
dom (both within it felf, and with refpedto 
its Neighbours) always keep a due Proportion, 
to the Virtue and Vice of the Bulk of the Peo- 
ple, to furnifli a Story, from whence the no- 
blcft Moral might be drawn ,• not only for 
the Benefit of themfelves, and of their Pofteri- 
ty, but of other Perfons and Nations that 
were either Cpteroporary with them, or that 
focceeded them. ' 

And if 1 may be allowed to anticipate my 
Subjed: a little, fince'l am on this Head, rather 
than return to it again ,• I would obfcrve, that 
it muft be vifible to every one, that compares 
the earthly with the heavenly Kingdom, that 

G 2 there 
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there is a great Similitude and Analogy be- 
tween them : At leaft between the great Out- 
lines of them : That is3 that the heavenly 
Kingdom anfwcrs all thofe Purpofes to Men's 
Minds in a very fuperior Manner, which the 
earthly Kingdom ferved to Mens Bodies^ 
And without all doubt this Similitude or 
Analogy was delign'd with great Wifdom 
and Beauty by the Framer of them, to let us, 
who live irv'the new Age, fee that they had 
one Author j and that the one was deiign^ 
at laft to lead Men into the other j fo that the 
Author of the Epiftleto the Hebrews was abl? 
to fliew the Jews^ that whatever was exj 
cellent in the Tabernacle, Temple, Altar, 
priefthood, or Sacrifices of the earthly King- 
dom, for the purifying of the Flejh^ was prp- 
yided in a much higher Degree in the King* 
4ivm that cmidnothefhaken^ towards the pu- 
rifying the Confeiences of its Suh]edsfrom aea^ 
Works. But I do not pretend that the Jewijh 
Tabernacle, Temple^ Altar, High-prieft and 
Saprifices, when they were appointed, were 
fiefign'd to intimate to the Ifraelites^ at that 
fime, that there was to be a chriftian Taber-^ 
pacle or Temple, Altar, High-prieft, and Sa- 
(prifice^ fince 1 dpn't find by any Paffage in 
the Old Tpftamcnt, that any fuch Thing was 
intended by them ^ or by any Paflagq in thci 
Old Teftament^ or in the New, that they had 
any fuch Effc;(S. But oq the contrary, plain 
Hints in bptli, efpqpially iq the latter, that 

they 
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^hey did not produce any fuel) Sentiments in 
• the Minds of that People. I ihould rather 
jherefore from thefe Ob£ervations, as well as 
frotp the Nature of the Hefemblances and 
Analogies themfelves , concUide that they 
were fuch as might be traced after the heavenr 
ly Kingdom took Place, according to the Idea 
Of Model of which they were framed, rathe^^ 
than fuch^ as could prefiguire the Cbriftian 
Tabernacle or TempLe, High-prieft, Altar or 
Sacrifice before hand. And by the by, I bcr 
l|eve this will be found to be the Cafe of Pro*- 
phecies too in a good meafure, (^c. Befides, 
the Exprelfions that are us'd by the New. 
ijeftamenf Wrifirs concerning this Matter, 
fully confirm this Opinion. For on this Ac- 
count the Holy Place [SaniSuary] is callM 
the Antitype (as dvHTVitoL fliould be rendered) 
|?f the true. Heb. ix. 24. And when [the 
Sanftupry, or] Hply Plapes are faid to be 
the Antitypes of the true, the Meaning is, that 
[the Sanctqary, or] Holy Places were made 
after thp Type or Model of the true San(5tuary 
pr Holy Place. For as Wtt!^, a Type, fig- 
nifies a Model, dvHrtntC^^ the Antitype, ii|- 
pifies what is made after that Model. See 
Dpftor" Sykes Effay^ &c. p. 1 8 1 , 1 8 2. The 
firft Divine that has given Occafion to think 
juftly on this Subjed : Though in exprefs Con- 
tradn^ion to this Text, the earthly Sanduary 
has been called the Type of the heavenly : 
\Vhereas the heavenly Sanduary is here fuppo- 
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fed to be the Type, and the earthly Sandkuary 
is expreflv faid to be the Antitype. So like- 
wife St. Taul calls the Law a Shadow^ Heb^ 
X. I. Cohf.iu 17. And he in the laft Text 
adds, Tbat the "Body is Chrift : That is, the 
Chriftian Religion, or the heavenly Kingdom, 
is the Body, which cafts the Shadow, mz. the 
earthly Kingdom. It is here very pertinent 
to our purpbfe, to obferve, that a Shadow is 
only fuch a Refembknce as reprefents the 
Outlines of the Body, but is not fuch a parti- 
cular and diftind Refemblance^l as a Pidlure or 
Image is^ which reprefents the particular Fear 
tures of the Face, and every particular part of 
the Body. This is the exprefs AfTertion, Heb. 
X. I. where the Author fays. Far the Law 
halving a Shadow of good Things to come^ and 
not the 'very Image [ei;toW] of the Things^ can 
never with ihofe Sdcrifces — make the Com- 
ers thereunto perfeU. This may ferye hot on- 
ly to confirm the l^otipn I here bring it to fup- 
port, but what I advanced but jiift before, -^/js. 
That the Law was fuch a Rcprefentation olF 
the Gofpel as would fliew the Analogy afte? 
the Gofpel took place, rather than preligure it 
before hand. 

From hence we may farther fee, how Chrift 
is faid to be in the Law and the Prophets : 
Namely, as a Type or Model may be faid to 
be in its Antitype, or that which is made after 
that Model : Or as a Body may be faid to be 
in a Shadow, that reprefents the Outlines of 
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it : Or as a ftately Building defign'd for the 
Heir, when at full Age, may be faid to be in 
a lefs Building of the fame Proportions, built 
of worfe Materials, intended for the Heir during 
his Nonage^ In a Word, Chrift may be faid 
to be in the Law (not typically indeed, but) 
antitypically, umbratically, and analogically. 
It has been already obferv'd, that the Law 
of the earthly Kingdom was deadly. And 
iince itwas^ it was happy, that being made 
only between God and one Family, viz. of 
Ifrael^ it could not difanul the Covenant or 
Promife, which God had made four hundred 
Years before to Ahraham^ and all the Fami- 
lies of the Earth, that fhould imitate his Faith 
and Obedience, as St. Taul \^ Ihewn to argue 
with great Force by Mr. Jjocky in his incom-* 
parable Note on G^/. iii. 15—21. and there- 
fore though God could juftify none of the Sub- 
jciSts of his earthly Kingdom to eternal Life^ 
by the Rule, Law or Conftitution of that 
Kingdom ,• yet he juftify 'd as many as were 
the fpiritual Seed, or Children of Ahraham^ 
L e. who trod in the Steps of his Faith and 
Obedience^ Gal. iii. 6— lo. Rom. i v. 10— 13. 
according to the Promife and Covenant made 
with Ahraham^ and all his ^^td^^ whether 
Jews or Gentiles i .Rom. iii. 30. Of the lat- 
ter Sort were the Profelytes of the Gate, fuch 
as are defcrib'd, Tfal. xxvi. 3—7. Who were 
to receive the "Blejfmg of the God of Jacob : 
And fuch in every Age^ and in every Nation^ 
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that feared God and wrought Kighteoufnefs^ 
hdi% X. 34i 35. So that ^amd^ who well 
knew there was no Sacrifice appointed by the 
Law of Mofes fdt Mufther and Adultery, and 
fuch Breaches of the moral Law, PfaL li. 16. 
but that the Sonl that finned Jkoula die ^ (Se6 
i Sam. xii. 13.) Tet knew the Bleffednefs of 
him whofe ^ranfgrejjim is forgiven^ whofe 
Sin is co^ered^ and unto whom the Lord im-- 
futtth not Iniquity^ Pfal. xxxii. i, 2. Rom. iv/ 
6—9. And knew too, that he was that blef- 
fed Perfon^, who was fincefpe, or iii tohofe Sfi-- 
rit there is no Gtiile^ Ven 2. Of* as he fays in 
another ^falm^ who was of a broken and a, 
contrite Hearty Pfal. li. 17. Thus this, tho' 
an earthly or temporal Kingdomf, was the otily 
Kingdom, and the Ifraelites^ and fuch af. 
joyn'd with thera, the onfy Teople God had 
in the World ^^ from the time of ereUing this 
Kingdom^ to the fending down of the Bolj 
Ghofi. 

John Saptifi indeed came preaching above 
three Years before, that Men flootdd repent^ 
hecaufe the Kingdom of God was at hand : 
The Kingdom which fevcral of the TrophetSy 
and T)aniel jn particular had foretold, as the 
fifth Monarchy, T>an. ix. 14. And the 
"Word himfclf condefcending to take Flelh ^\i, 
the fame,- and fent out his twelve Apoftle5,and 
after them his feventy Difciples in his Life- 
time to do the like : And taught Men to pray 
that this Kingdim might come, that is-, might 
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come fpeedily: Mat. vi. lo. And after he 
had fully taught a Rule, and had been himfclf 
an Example of that Righteoufnefs, which if 
his Difciples were conformed to, he affured 
them they would obtain eternal Life, and had 
as a Son become obedient unto Death, God 
begat him from the Dead, making him the 
Firft- fruits of thofe who flcpt ; whereby he 
declard him to he his So% Rom. i. 4. and the 
Heir of all Things. In a few Days after He 
ga've him Glory ^ i Pet. i. 21. and vefted hint 
with kingly Power, upon his triumphal Afcen- 
iion 'y when he firji entered Heaven for usj or 
as Gtir Forermner^ and fate down at the 
right Hand of God: And being then alfo 
anointed with the Oil of Gladnefs above bis 
Fellowsy (Heb. i.9.) Angels voluntarily fub-- 
jeUing tbemfelves to him : Or in other Words 
of Scripture, being filled with all Fuhefs as 
the Head of his Kingdom, Church and Peo-» 
pie. He filed his Jpoftles with fuch a pro- 
portionable Fulnefs under him, as fitted thcni 
to be the chief Minifters of his Kingdom ; en- 
abling them (by the Holy Ghoft fhed down 
upon them, J^s ii. 33.) to convince ihtjewsy 
that he was exalted to the right HandofGod^ 
or to all Tower : Enabling them alfo to per- 
fwade the Jews to be reconciled to God, and 
to publifh the Laws and the Myfteries of this 
Kingdom, or to open the State of it. When 
I fay that the Jpojiles were enabled to con- 
vince, perfwade, and inftruiSl the Jewsi I 
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mean Individuals ; for to fuch only were theyr 
fent. Chrift alfo filled other? as inferior Mi- 
nifters of his Church or Kingdom, for other 
Purpofes; namely, to teach, exhort, admo- 
nifh, reprove or comfort his People, or dif^ 
charge other Offices in it, according to its va-^ 
ricus Exigencies, 

Then the Kingdom of God^ of Chrift, or 
of Heaven (called alfo the Kingdom of Light) 
took Place in the World. The Jew that 
became a Subjed: of this Kingdom, or one of 
God's People in it, became fo only by be- 
lieving Chrift to be rifen and exalted to be the 
King of it, and by making an open Profeflion 
of his Belief, at his being publickly tranflated 
into this Kingdom by Baptifra i and if he per- 
fevered in obeying the Laws of this Kingdom, 
\vhich were mild and gentle ^ and to which 
the Frame and Conftitution of it gaye hi^n 
fufficient Encouragement, Motives and Alli- 
ftances, he became one of its faithful Subjeds, 
fanitify'd in Soul, Body and Spirit j and enti- 
tled by the Grace of it, to the Reward of an 
endlefs Life, 

By this new Frame and Conftitution, eternal 
Life was far more firmly alliir'd than by the 
Ahrahamick Covenant, by the Jewijh Con- 
ftitution, by the Kingdom fettled on the PV 
mily of T)avidy by the Predidtions of the Pro- 
phets, or by the Predi(ftions, or the Preach-* 
^"g of "John "Bapiji^ or of Jefus, uhilft he 
was a Prophet upon Earth, For Believers 
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now were not only entitled to it, by being 
Children o{ Ahrahamy or of the Trophets^ 
by being Ifraelites or Subjeds of the Line of 
n^a'Vid^ or by being Difciples o^John "Baptift 
or of Jefus i but in as much as they being 
"Partakers tf F/eJh and Wood, and he alfo 
taking pari of the fame^ (being a Son of 
Ahrahamy Rom. i. 4. Beh. ii- 1 1 — 1 5.) died 
andrevived, that we, through our Relation to 
him, as the Firft-born among many Brethren 
(or our elder Brother; through the Spirit of 
Godi which he received, and then fent from 
the Father, at his Afcenfion, might be hegot^ 
ten to a IweJy Hope^ or become affured of our 
Adoption j that is, of our being the Sons^ and 
confequently the Heirs ofGod^ and joint Heirs 
ivith Jefus Chrifty Rom. viii. 15 — 18. Or 
as it is exprefsM, GaLv.^ — 7. God fent 
forth his Son — that ye might receive the 
Adoption cf Sons. And becaufe ye are Sonsy 
God bath fent forth the Spirit of his Son in- 
to your Heart Sy crying Abba, Father. Thus 
the Spirit fent down from the Father and the 
Son, became the Earneft of the heavenly In- 
heritance to Chriftians, as Canaan^ and the 
Kingdom of T>azidy had been to the Ifra- 
elites before. From this Time God and Fa* 
ther are not only very often promifcuoufly 
us'd, but joined together in Scripture. For 
though they had been us'd promifcuoufly be- 
fore, as has been already obferved, yet this 
was little underftood, or at leaft attended to 
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in our Saviour's Time^ when through the 
Corruptions that prevailed, the Tatriarcbaly 
Ahrahamick and Trophetick^ as well as natu- 
ral Religion, and a fpirituat MeJJiah were fo 
much forgot, and the temporal Kingdom fo 
wholly regarded, that our Saviour tells them, 
that no Man knows the Father ^ fa^e the Son ; 
and be to whom the Son will repeal biniy 
Mat. xi. 27. 

Befides, our Adoption is not only farther 
fecur'd in Chriji Jefus^ by God's becoming 
our Father, and our becoming his Sons and 
Heirs, in the Manner I have juft now men- 
tioned I but as Chrift Jefus our elder Brother, 
and with whom we are joint Heirs, is actually 
poflefsM of his Inheritance ,- and is become the 
firft Fruits of the Refurre^aion, and Afcenfion: 
He being firft entered into Heaven, and for all 
Believers ; (even for thofe, who had only an 
Adoption in Abraham) as the Forerunner: 
And to us (who have our Adoption in right 
of being Chrift's Brethren, as well as in right 
of being the Children oiJbrabant) as taking 
Poffeflion, and preparing a Place for us : God 
not having defign'd to give any thing more to 
Abraham , and his fpiritual Seed 5 before 
Chrift, than a Title to Life ,• whilft the aftual 
Poffeflion of Li^e was referved for one, that 
was far more Righteous than Abraham^ who 
was perfedly and completely fo, even Chrift 
the Righteous. So that as Death adually en- 
tered by Adam's Sin^ Life a^aually enters by 
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Chrift's Obedience: Notwithftanding that a 
Title to Life was given to Abraham^ and his 
Ipiritual Seed before. And in this Senfe I un- 
derftand ^x.. Taul^ Rom. v. 12 21. 

But farther, we are not only entitled to the 
Inheritance by our Adoption in Cbrifi JefuSy 
but as it is a Keward ^ivtn us by the fame Law 
of this Kingdom, that prelcribes our Duty, as 
the Terms of obtaining that Reward. This 
Law muft therefore be confidered as a Cove- 
nant, fince it does not only prefcribe our Du- 
ty, and entitle every faithful Subjcd to a ge- 
neral Protedion ^ (which every Kingdom pro- 
pofes to its Subjects) but to the fpecial Re- 
ward of a glorious and eternal Life, from the 
unfpeakable Bounty and Munificence of our 
heavenly King. And farther, this Law mufl: 
likewife be confider d as a Covenant, which 
Chrift has mediated between God and us. 

In every well conftituted Kingdom, Law 
and Compad: is the Security of the SubjeiS ,• 
not only of fuch as preferve their Duty and 
Allegiance, but of fuch as have fallen into Re- 
bellion and Revolt. How much more muft 
the Law and Covenant of this Kingdom be 
thought to be fuch a Security, when we con- 
fider it as mediated by one of fo great Power 
and Dignity, as the fecond Perfon in it. 

But we may be ftill farther afTur'd, that the 
Law of this Kingdom fliall have its full Force 
and Effect, fince the Mediator of the Covenant 
is made the King of this Kingdom, and is in 
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aftual Poffelfion of it, for our Benefit^ and ap- 
pointed by the Father to keep Poffeflion, and 
to prepare a Place for us. And in order to 
the better adminiftring, it has all Power over 
all Things in Heaven and Earth put into his 
Hands (as the King of his Church) him on- 
ly excepted, Who has put all things ufidef 
him. He has likewife ail Judgment commit- 
ted to him, in order to judge and determine 
of the Ad:ions of all Men, to pronounce Sen- 
tence on them, and to award Execution at the 
Confummation of all things. To which ehd^ 
the Gofpel aflures us, that he will raife the 
Wicked as well as the Juft, in order to his 
paffing this final Judgment. So that he has 
not only Life, but a Power to give an endlefs 
Life, and inflift the fecond Death, according 
to what Men have done in the Flejh^ whether 
it be good^ or whether it he evil. 

This Kingdom, and univerfal Power, Chrift 
has alfo obtained on a Covenant between the 
Father and himfelf, viz. becaufe he was [or 
became] the Son of Man^ John v* 27. And 
he having performed the Condition, which in 
other Words was his taking Flefh, and dying 
on the Crofs, cannot fail of having this King- 
dom and Power confirmed to him, as the Re- 
ward of his Obedience. So that coming to his 
Kingdom and Power on the Terms of fo pain- 
ful a Submiflion to the Will of his heavenly 
Father, he is often reprefented as coming to 
them by Purchafe; and as purchafing his 
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Church;^ the Sub jcds of this Kingdam, whom 
his Power is to fecure, (from the Bondage of 
Sin and Satan^ and its Wages, Death) with 
his own Woody A<5ts xx. 28. Ephef i 14, 
Whereas God only purchased or redeemed the 
People of his earthly Kingdom to himfelf from 
Egyptian Bondage, by almighty Tower^ and 
an out'Jlr etched Arm^ Expel, xii, 6. Dcut. 
iv. 20. and xxxii. 6. Tfalm Ixxii. 2. And 
the Security, which we may fuppofe Chrift to 
have acquird by his purchafipg us with fo 
great a Price, muft needs be our Security too ; 
fince he is our immediate King, and we arc 
immediately his People, and the Lot of his 
Inherit ance^ Ephef. i. 14. 

But left any Sufpicion ihould yet remain in 
the Minds of guilty Men (who are ever full 
pfall poflible Mifgivings) of what might be 
the Event ; fince after ^11 God is greater than 
the King of this Kingdom, or the Mediator 
of this Covenant ,• and that he is always confi- 
dcr'd as the offended Party ,• left any Jealoufy, 
I fay, fhould lurk in our Minds on this ac- 
count, Chrift is reprefcnted not only as the 
King of this Kingdom, but as the High-priefi 
of our Profeiiion, offering himfelf to God as a 
Sacrifice of a fweet fmelling Savour by the 
eternal Spirit, and powerfullyinterceeding as 
an Advocate with him, in virtue of that Sacri- 
fice, in order to obtain all Bleffings from him, 
and difpenfing them to us,* and we are [lire 
that God always heflreth him. From this 
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Confidcration it is, that we are commanded to 
pray to the Father in his Name : Coming to 
God through an IntercelTor being a proper 
Support of the Faith of fuch who have been 
guilty : As we may all fee by confulting Qur 
own Minds, or the Hiftory of Mankind, even 
when we are only guilty to one another. Be- 
iides, that it is but fit and congruous, that if 
the Father difpenfes his Bleflings to us by the 
Son, we ihould offer up our Sacrifices of Pray- 
pr and Praifes by him alfo. And it fcems too, 
that Chrift being our High-prieft, and pre- 
fenting himfelf a Sacrifice tb God for us, is al- 
fo defign d to fhew us the Holinefs of the Su- 
preme and Subordinate King of this Kingdom ; 
and of the Law he has fet us, and to furnifli 
us with powerful Motives to obey them. 

But that we may have all poflible Affurance, 
that God will hear Chrift at all times, we have 
the ftrongeft Proofs that he has heard him. 
For on praying the Father for the Spirit, as 
he faid he would, John xiv. 1 5. he received 
it, and fent it down on his Jpoftles^ and^r/? 
T)ifcipl€S in proper Proportions and Degrees, 
as he had before promifed. Thus this Spirit 
was firft in Promife, and then in Faft an Affu- 
rance, that God had heard Chrift; and a 
^Itdge^ that he would hear him in all his In- 
tercellions for us. 

This Office of an High prieft is alfo farther 
confirmed to him, and confequently to us, by 
the Oath of God i who has fworn to him, Thou 
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art a Trieft for ever after the Order of Mel- 
chizedeck, Pj^/. cx.4. Heb. vii. 21. TChat fo 
by two immutable things ^ by which it is im- 
pojjibiefor God tolie^ we might havejirong 
Confolatim^ who ha'oe fled for Refuge to lay 
hold upon the Hopefet before us. 

By all thefe Ways wc are a{fur*d of its be- 
ing God's good Pleafurc to give us the King- 
dom. But yet left after all we fliould have any 
doubt of the Sufficiency of Chrift's Power, or 
of his Intcreft to prefcrve us to it, and we 
fliould imagine, that any might be able to 
pluck us out of his Hand, notwithftanding the 
Kingdom and Power that is thus committed 
and fecured to him ,• yet ftill, I fay, as we 
can t but know, that none can pluck us out of 
his Father's Hand, we arc (to prevent any 
doubt or fufpicion on this Head) exprefly af- 
fur'd, that He and the Father are One^ John 
X. 34. And that we fliall be kept by the migh^ 
ty Tower of God throng Faith unto Sakation. 
Oh ! the Height and T>epth^ the Length and 
breadth ^ of the Lme ofCbriJi that pajjetb 
Knowledge ! 

Finally, That thofe who fliould live in the 
Ages that were diftant from the moft known 
and important Fai^s of this Tranfa<aion, might 
not have the kaft Hefitatlon, about the Truth 
of them (on which the Dodrines and Duties 
that the Subje^s of this Kingdom are to be- 
lieve and pradife^ together with their Hopes, 
depend) Chrift has inftitutcd a Fcaft at his 
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Table, (fuch ian one as fuits the State of thi^ 
Kingdom, and the Bulk of the Subjeds of it,) 
as a proper and folemn Mctnorial to be often 
repeated, in order to preferve the Evidence of 
the Truth of thefe Facts in fuch a Manner, as 
is leaft liable to be counterfeited, (accompanied 
with \\ ords which denionftrate the Inftitutor 
of this Feaft to be the High-prieft of our Pro- 
fellion, and the Prince of our Salvation) ana- 
logous to the Paflbver, the moft folemn Feaft of 
the earthly Kingdom, and calculated to raife ' 
the pfioft proper Sentiments io our Minds to- 
wards him, and all pur Fellow SubjciSs, till 
the Lord himf elf comes the fecond Time ^with- 
out a l^acrifce for Sin unto Sanation. To 
which purpofe, as well as thofe of offering up 
our joint Prayers and Praifcs, and Alms, and 
of admonifliing one another in his Name, 
Chriftians muft aflemble themfelves together 
in a decent and orderly Manner. 

All the Texts that relate to forgiving Sin^ 
and imputing Right eottfnefs 5 or that [peak of 
the Right eotifnefs of God^ or of Faith^ or of 
Faith working by Love^ or of the pVvrks of 
Faith^ or (?/ Abraham, or of our being jtifit- 
fed by Works y are to be under ft ood either to 
relate tp the Covenant with Jbraham^ or to 
the State of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

From this Time forward thi? heavenly 
Kingdom became fo eminently the Kingdom 
of God, and the Stbjeiils of it fo eminently his : 
People [?he A^oj that JlMild M hovt^ that. 
' ' " the 
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the other low earthly Kingdom defigned chiefs 
ly to prepare things for this, and his earthly 
People the Subjects of that Kingdom are fcarce 
ever confider'd : Though that earthly King- 
dom continued^ arid the Jews remained the 
Subjeds of it for near forty Years after Chrift's 
Afcenfion to his Throne ,• God affording them 
that Time, and Opportunity to enter into his 
fpiritual and heavenly Kingdom, and giving 
them the laft and moft demonftrative Evidence 
of their Obligations to enter into it by the 
Con vidians of the Spirit ; as well as frefti Mo- 
tives to that PurpQfe, by the Provocation God 
faw fit ttf give them to Jealoufy (fome few 
Years after it had been only offer'd to them) 
by taking in firft the Devout, and then the 
Idolatrous Q entiles to be his People, and the 
Subjeds of this heavenly Kingdom ,• who had 
been till then (a very few excepted; JEnemieSy 
walking according to the Trince of the ^ower 
of the Air^ ever iince the Apoftacy foon after 
the Flood i and having a great part of that 
time been kept feparate from God's People (or 
the People of his earthly Kingdom) and the 
Children of his Family, by the ceremonial 
Law, the Wall of Partition, which immur'd or 
enclosed ikitjews^ and kept out the Gentiles 
from them, Gal iii. 23* But that Wall of 
Partition being now to be broken down, and 
an Embaflage of Peace being to be fent to the 
Gentiles^ by Teter^, Taul and "Barnabas^ to 
perfwade them to b^ reconciled, and to enter 
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into his heavenly Kingdom, and fo to become 
Fellow Members, and Subjefts of that King- 
dom, (without being fubjeiSl to the Laws of 
hisr^gj^hly Kingdom) with the Remnant of 
Jews tfia*^ had, or fliould enter into it (and 
remain Subje^ to the laws of his earthly 
Kingdom) GodV Purpofe took effcft, (for 
who (hall refift hkWill?) And all of them 
together came to have God for their God in 
the moft high and exalted Senfe, as they be» 
came his fpiritual People {by Faith in Cbrift 
Jefus^ Rom. iii. 29. and fee. 24, 25.) the true 
Jews or Ifrael of Gody or\be Circumcifion nut 
made with Hands. Rom|ix. 14. Gal. vi. 16. 
A cbofen Generation^ a R<kal Trieftbood^^ an 
Holy Nation^ a pectdiar \or a purchased) 
Teople^ I Pet. ii. 9. V^oth0ew and Gentile, 
Circumcifion and Uncircumcifion^ Barbarian, 
Scythian, Sond and Free. For though the 
yews had been a holy People from the firft, 
acknowledging the only true God, and the 
Rule of Virtue, and were at this Time free 
from Idolatry ; yet they had ftrangely devi- 
ated from that Rule to fuperftitious and impi* 
ous Traditions. But now they were enabled 
to underftand and obferve the Rule of Virtue 
far better than ever they had done before; 
(as the Prophet Jeremiab foretold they ihould) 
and fo became God^s People in another Man* 
ner than they had been his People : Not ac^ 
cording to tbe Covenant of tbe Tables of Stone ^^ 
but by putting bis haws imo tbeir inward 
^ Tarts, 
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Tarts J and toriting them in their Hearts^ 
Jer. Kxxi. 31. quoted Skb. viti. lo. and allu- 
ded to 2 Cor. iii. 3— — i o. And as the Jews 
now became more eminently Holy^ fo the 
Gentiles now firft became [Saints, or] Holy, 
at their being tranjlated out of the Kingdom cf 
T>arhiefs into this Kingdom of Lights i Cor. 
i. 2. Ephef. i. i. Then fifft renouncing the 
Works ojT)arkne/sy and feparating themfelves 
from th^ reft of the World, which lay in Ido- 
latry and Vice. 

From what has been hitherto faid of the 
Ahrabamick Covenant, and the Conftituti- 
on of the heavenly Kingdom, we may fee, 
that they are the fame in Subftanee, and differ 
chiefly as two Covenants between the Father 
of a Family and his Children may be fuppon 
fed to differ j the one of which is more fully 
explained, and corroborated than the other: 
Or as a Covenant between the Father of a Fa* 
xnily and his Children may be fuppofed to dif- 
fer from the fame Covenant between the fame 
Parties, confider'd not only as a Father of a 
Family with his Children , but as a King with 
his People* In order to give a fuller Security 
to their Adoption or Inheritance, by Law and 
Compad, the moft folemnly ratified and con- 
firmed, fo as to entitle them to their Inheri- 
taiKe, not only as their Inheritance, but as 
their Reward. 

And from all that has been hitherto faid, 
we may fee, that the heavenly Inheritance 
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was firft intimated to Adam^ anH to the ¥d^ 
triarchs^ (both by the gracious Difcoveries 
God made to his own Family^ and by the 
amazing Curfes and Judgments he brought 
on the Family of the Devil) was exprefly 
promis'd, feal'd^ fworn and pledged to Jlra^ 
bam^ and to all his fpirituai Seed through 
him ^ (though the Knowledge of the Promife, 
Seal, Oath and Pledge, was not publifli'd be-^ 
yond his Family, and fuch as would come to 
enquire of that Family about it j was pointed 
out by the Imperfedion and the Antitype of 
the Jewijh Conftitution ^ was pledged afrefli 
in Promife, by the Covenant with T>avid^ 
and in faft, to his Stt6^ who fat for above 
four hundred Years on his Throne ^ was fore- 
told by the Trophets^ (^when the former Pled- 
ges feem'd to fail) as what fliould take Place 
under the Kingdom of the Mejfiah^ the Son 
of ^avid, in the Age to come ,• was prophe- 
fied of by John ^aptift^ as what would be 
accomplifhed in Jcfus^ whom he pointed to 
as then among them j was preached by Jefus 
in the Days of his Flcfbj as what would take 
Place after bis being lifted up j was aftually 
poflefs'd and entered upon by him, and for us, 
at his Afcendon, as the Firft-born among ma- 
ny (Sons of Abraham^ who were all his) Bre- 
thren I was fworn to Cbrift ; was fignified by 
Baptifm i was commemorated by the Lord's 
Supper ; and laft of all, was feaFd and plcdgM 
by the Spirit, as a Proof that Chrift has Pow- 
er 
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er to give Life, (from his being exalted to all 
Power both of Government and Judgment,; 
and that he will in due Time adually give it 
his Brethren and Subjects, by that very Spirit 
by which God rais'd him, and by which he' 
will raife us up from the Dead : By which al-* 
fo fome of the Apoftles went and preached this 
whole Doctrine to all the Jews^ and others 
of them, according to his Command, to all 
the Gentiles. 



Th^is God had from the Shedding down of 
the Holy Ghpft (the firft Afft of Chrift's regal 
Pov/ery) till the Deftrudtion of Jerufalem^ two 
Kingdoms and.two People in the World ^ but 
of different Kinds, €?/s.>:an earthly and aa 
heavenly one. And though the Subjedts of 
the earthly Kingdom had no Privilege in the 
heavenly Kingdojn, beyond the Qentiles^ who 
were not Subjedls of the earthly Kingdom, be- 
fides the firft Offer of entring into his heaven-' 
ly Kingdom ,• yet they continued the Subjects 
or People of his earthly Kingdom, under his 
temporal Protedtion, (fuch at ieaft as was fuit- 
ed to the low State of their Fidelity and Obe- 
dience, and to the wife and merciful Ends of 
his univerfal Government of the World,) ow- 
ing and paying Obedience to the Law of his 
flelhly or carnal Commandments. 1 his muft 
ncceflarily have been the Cafe, lince his fpiri- 
tuai Kingdom related wholly to the Minds of 
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Men, and altered nothing in their civil Obliga- 
tions. Indeed it bound down their Political 
fas well as Oeconomical) Duties more ftridtiy 
upon them. Kom. xiii. x — ^8. i Onr. vii. 
J o— 25. So far was it from diffolving any 
civil Polity or Government in the World ^ or 
theirs in particular. 

But when after all the mod gracious and 
condefcending Methods had been try'd, the 
Subjefts of this earthly Kingdom would not 
ferve God, and obey the Voice of his Son, 
the great Trophet^ as they had promised they 
would, as a fundamental Stipulation at the 
crefting the earthly Kingdom, T>eut. xviii* 
15— —20. Exod. XX. 19. JUs iii. 23. Nor 
would not enter into his heavenly Kingdom, 
but continued a rebellious and contumacious 
People for about forty Years, after the creft- 
ing this Kingdom, (the Time that he had fuf- 
fer*d the Manners of their Fathers in the Wil- 
dcrnefs,) he brought the People of the Prince^ 
(^call'd fo, bccaufe he was the Head of the 
fourth (or only) Monarchy then in the 
World , according to TJaniePs prophetick 
Language) upon them ; as T>aniel had fore- 
told, iCbap. ix. 26.) and as Jefus himfelf fore- 
told alfo, (Luke xix. 41 — 45. and xxi. 20.) 
and deftroycd them ; whereby he abdicated 
this his earthly Kingdom, affording the Jews 
no manner of ProtciSion ; they having entire- 
ly 



Digitized 



by Google 



of GOD to Mankind. 65 

ly fdrfeited it, and the keeping up that earth- 
ly Kingdom^ being no longer of that ufe to 
the Jews^ or to the World, for which it was 
chiefly and ultimately iritended j now that the 
heavenly Kingdom had fo fully taken Place i 
For Chrifi was the End of the LaWy Rom. 
X. 4. And it had been foretold, that when He 
for whom the Got'ernment was referred \Jcv^ av 
t\9?i (S cLirQ}t&t1)zi']Jhotiid come^ and the People 
Jhould be gather a unto him^ the Sceptre Jfiould 
depart from Judah^ and a hawgwer from 
between his Feet^ Gen. xlix. 10. according to 
fome^ and thofe I think the beft. Readings of 
the Septuagint* Whereupon as God ccas'd to 
be their King, they ceas'd to be his People, 
or to owe any Allegiance to the Laws of his 
earthly Kingdom ,• and became the avow'd 
and determined Enemies of his heavenly King- 
dom, Rom. xi. 28. The very Charai^er of 
the idolatrous Gtf»?f7?x, Rom* v. 10, ii. 



From this I'ime God has had but bfie 
Kingdom, and one People in the World, (ptz. 
a heavenly and a fpiritual Kingdom over a wil- 
ling People) ruling only over the Spirit of their 
Minds* However, iovtht\vFatbersfake(u^' 
on whofe Account the Ifraelites were firft ta- 
ken to be a People^ T)eut. iv, 37.) the Jews are 
ftill fo beloved, that it is probable, there will 
come a time^ according as God feems to have 
revcal'd it by his holy Apoftles and Prophets, 
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that they ftiall be reftor'd, not only to be his 
fpiritual Subjects, but his earthly People 
again in their own Land. 1 the T>eptb of 
the Riches^ both of the Wtfdom and Knowledge 
of God I How unfearchabk are his Judgments^ 
and his Ways paft finding out ! 



. This earthly Kingdom however^ when re- 
ftor'd, is to ceafe before the heavenly one. 
For that will not determine but with the End 
and Confummation of all God's Difpenlations 
towards the Children of Men, Wl^in all the 
Enemies of God's Family and Kingdom, 
and of his Children and People, are to be 
fat under Chrifi's Feet \ the laji of which 
Jkall be Tieath : Then will his Kingdom ap- 
pear in its brighteft Glory. And when the 
Father fhall ha'oe fubdued all Things mto 
him^ [Chriji] then alfo fhall the Son bimfelf 
he fu^eU unto him \the Father'] that God 
may be all in ally i Cor. xv. 2 j, 26^ 28. 



That the one great Defign of Revelation^ 
and the one great Mean, by which that Defign 
has been purfued in the feveral Difpenfations 
of God towards Mankind (though difcovered 
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in different Ages of the World in different 
Ways) may appear the more clear and perfpi- 
cuousj I will endeavour to draw what I have 
(aid a little clofcr together, in a fliort Recapi^ 
tuiatim of the whole. 

Which is this: That after Adam^ whom 
God had created innocent or perfect, and 
whom, as fuch, he had vefted at his Crea- 
tion with the Inheritance of an animal, ter- 
reftrial Glory , Dominion , Blifs and Im- 
mortality, (by which he became the Soil of 
Qod^ Luke iii. ult.) and that not only for 
himfelf, but for his Pofterity, had forfeited 
it for them as well as for himfelf ^ by eating of 
the Tree of Death, or of the Knowledge of 
Good and E^H^ in difobedience to God's ex* 
prefs Command, and in compliance with the 
Temptation of the Devil : It being the good 
Pleaiure of God, I fay, that Adam^ who had 
been thus his Son by Creation, with all his 
Defcendants, the Sons of Men, ihould not 
finally continue the Children of that apoftate 
Spirit, and fo remaining under the Power of 
Death, have their Portion with him in the 
Wacknefs ofT>arhiefsfor ever^ through De- 
fpair of ever diverting the Difplcafure of their 
Maker j or through their being without a well 
grounded Hope of obtaining a Recompence 
fufficieht to fupport them in a conftant Courfe 
of Self-denial and Obedience ,• God was merci- 
folly pleafed to give fome Intimations to Adam 
and the Tatriarcbs^ (particularly to Enocb 
K 2 and 
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and Noaby) that He would become a Re- 
warder after Death [or a Father] of all thofe 
who Oiould diligently feek after his Will and 
obey it, I mean that Will of his written in 
their Hearts^ or imparted by Revelation, re-r 
lating to their Temper and Condud;, which 
was fo perfe<5tly fuited to their Nature and 
Circumftances, as to render it lit for them 
to fearch after and obey it, abftraded from 
all Confiderations of this futurp Reward* On 
the other Hand, God aifo gave feyeral Inftan- 
ces of his high Difpleafure againft the Family 
of Cain and Canaan^ (which are to be coniiderr 
cd in their refpedive Ages, as the avowed Fa- 
milies of the T)evil^) and againft fuch as min- 
gled with them, (who rejc^ed and defpifed 
?ill the gracious Intimations of his Purpofp of 
adopting the Children of Men,) thereby the 
better to keep the Children of his own Farair 
ly in a juft Awe and Fear of Him. 

And tQ the Intent, that he might at th? 
fimp Time affure them the more elfpaually 
pf that his moft gracious Purppfe, he after- 
wards in great Tendernefs and CondefcenfiT 
on, vouchfafed tP make an exprefs Covenant 
with Jhrabatn^ thp Father of all the Faithful j 
in regard pf his finguiar and unexamplecj 
Truft in the Ppvyer of God, and Obedience to 
Jiis Will, in the moft trying Jnflanqes, that he 
would Jdopt him to the Inheriwnce of a glo- 
rious^ fpiritual, and celeftial Kingdom, Blifs 
9nd Immortality, infipitely exce^ciing thp Ii^t 
V ' * heritapcc 
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hcritance which Mankind loft by the Difobcr 
diepce of the Father irf all the Limng. God 
was moreover pleafed to give Abraham the 
Promife of Canaan^ as a promised Pledge of 
bis performing that better Promife; and Cir-^ 
cumcifion, as a Seal to both thefe Promifes ; 
And was alfo pleafed to ratify the Perfor-^ 
mance of them by an Oath. Nor did he 
poake this Promife to Jbraham alone, but in 
making it to him, he made it to all the Men of 
all the Families of the Earth, in all Ages, that 
(hould become his Seed ; that is, that Ihould 
imitate his Faith and Obedience. 

He afterwards alfo, for feveral wife Resrr 
fons, ere^ed this Family, and fuch as would 
joyn themfclves to them, intp an earthly King-- 
dom^ fo conftituted, as to point out a better ; 
and as in many proper Ways to prepare Men 
and difpofe Things for the Eftablifliment of it; 
and to anfwer many other great Ends, both 
to them and the World, in their own Time, 
and in all future Ages. He alfo gave them 
the adual Poflfeffion of Canaan; and after- 
wards made a Covenant, concerning the Fa- 
mily of l^avidy (and confirmed it by an 
Oath;,) as Pledges of the Performance of this 
better Promife. And after the unpromiiing 
adverfe or defperate Circumftances of the 
y^zg;^ Nation, made both the Pledges feem 
to lofc their Force with the Jews^ this Hope 
was kept alive by Prophecies of the latter 
Prophets of a better Kingdom under the Mcf- 
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fiah ; elpccially in the Minds of fuch^ as would 
become the Children of the Trophets^ and imi- 
tate them in the Faith of thefe Predictions. 

And to the Intent, that he might in due Time 
afTure this Inheritance to them in a clearer and 
ftronger Manrierj than he had done by the In- 
timations to the Patriarchs, by the Covenant 
with Ahrahcim, as the Father of a fpiritual 
Family or Seed, or by the Covenant of Sinai ^ 
or of Tiatid^ or by the latter Prophets, he 
firft fent his holy Child Jefus to aflure them 
of this, as a Prophet and Teacher of a higher 
kind than he had ever fent before ,• and to 
give us a clear Rule and a perfed: Example of 
fuch a Rightcoufnefs, (after the Forgivenefs 
of what was paft,) as would entitle us to this 
Inheritance, Whom, after that He had be- 
come obedient to Death, God raifed from the 
Pead, and gave him Glory j ereding a King- 
dom under him, as the Firft-bom among ma- 
ny Brethren i conftituting him for this high 
and voluntary A&, of Obedience, in fuffering 
Death, the Heir and Lord of all things ^ that 
fo if the Jews^ or others, (whether they 
were already his adopted Children or not, ) 
on a MeiTage fent to them from himfelf by thef 
Jpojrles of Cbrift Jeftis^ would now become 
the faithful Subje61:s of this his heavenly King- 
dom, and be publickly tranflated into, it by 
Baptifra, they (hould both be recovered from 
Death, the Appointment of the Sons- of. Men, 
and fayed frpm. Wrath to come, or the Cecond 
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Death, the Portion and Reward of the Fa- 
mily and Kingdom of the Devil ,• and alfo 
have this heavenly Inheritance much more 
firmly fecured to them in right of Children, 
by Adoption m Jbraham^ as the Father of the 
Faithful. For Chrift was a Child oijbrabam^ 
patting bis Trufi in God^ Heb. xi. 13- and was 
anally raifed from the Dead, and confequently 
became their elder Brother. He alfo became 
their elder Brother on another Confideration, 
mz. as he fent to them the Spirit of their hea- 
venly Father, now become the Spirit alfo 
of himfelf, their elder Brother, (on his re- 
ceiving it from the Father,) as a Pledge and 
Eameft of their Adoption j thereby confirm- 
ing their Title to this Inheritance as Heirs of 
Qody and making or conflituting them joinf 
Heirs with himfelf. But their Title to this 
Inheritance was yet more flrongly confirmed to 
them by this new Conflitution ,• not only by its 
confirming their Title by Adoption, but by its 
giving them a new Title, mz. that of a Ke^ 
war a to their Obedience of the mild and gra- 
cious Law of this Kingdom : To which Re- 
ward they fhould have an indefeafible Title, 
by that very Law, which prefcribcd the Terms 
erf this Reward : The Law it felf, which is 
confidered as a Covenant, (fince it not only 
ptefcribes the Duty of a Subjeft, but entitles 
every one that performs it, to this Reward,) 
being moreover ratified and confirmed by the 
mofl great and iblemn Tranfa(^ions, that we^ 
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can conceive between the Father, as thcf Mo- 
narch of the UniVerfe, and the Man Chrift 
Jefus, as the King of this Kingdom under 
him^ in behalf of the Kingdom which he was 
to receive from him, and in behalf of fu6h as 
would become the Subjefts of it. 

And to the Intent, that the moft diftant Ages 
of the World might be alfured of the Tf uth of 
the moft important Fadls of this Tranfaftion, 
he has inftituted a Feaft to be often repeated in 
his Kingdom,asan undoubted Memorial of them^ 
analogous to the moft folemn Feaft of the earth-* 
ly Kingdom, and calculated to raife the moft 
proper Reflexions in our Minds, till he comes 
the fecond Time without Sin unto Salvation. 
IlO which and all the other holy Purpofes,c^i;^. 
of Baptifm (mentioned before) Hearing the 
Word of God, public Prayers, Praifes and Ad- 
monitions, Chriftians muft allcmble themfelves 
with Decency and Order. 

Thus has it pleafed God in infinite Wifdom 
and Mercy, to take the moft wife and condc-* 
fcending Methods, in order to prevent our 
Defpair, and to animate and confirm us in the 
Hope of fuch a Degree of immortal and cek- 
rtial Dominion, Blifs and Glory, as would be 
infinitely fuperior to all the low, mix*d and mo- 
mentary Pleafures, that might feduce us from 
our Duty, (and the Happinefs that both confti* 
tutes it to be our Duty, and that refults from 
it,) without which fuperior Reward, the grand 
Enemy of God's Kingdom, would for ever 
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have diverted Mankind fronoi any Endeavours 
after Obedience, or at leaft from a fteady Per- 
feverance in it: As he firft tempted them to 
Apoftacy by an A&; of the higheft Prcfump- 
tion, from a vain Hope of gratifying a low 
Appetite of the Body, and a foolifti and wip- 
kea Ambition of their Mind. 

In order to underftand the Nature of the 
earthly Kingdom of God over the Ifraelites^ 
and the heavenly Kingdom of God over Chri^ 
fiians the more fnlly, it muft always be re- 
membered, that as the former was ere<acd 
many Ages before the latter, fo the former 
continued near forty Years after the latter. 
During which Time thefe two Kingdoms 
were Cotemporary to each other. 

And though it is probable that the earthly 
Kingdom may be again erected ; yet it muft 
ceafc and determine before the heavenly one i 
which will not end but with the Confummati- 
on of all Things. 

Thus I have confidered ^^^w as a Smaf 
God by Creation before the Fall: And all 
Mankind after the Fall, either as the adopted 
Sons, and afterwards the People of God, or a^ 
the Children, and afterwards the Subje&s of 
the Devil ; and accordingly entitled to an end* 
lefs Life, as it isdeicribed in Scripture, or ap- 
pointed to the fecond Death. 
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Corollary I. 

As this is the Sum of what has been faid, 
fo the Corollaries which may very fitly be 
drawn from it are. That Religion^ or as fome 
Divines have very juftly diftinguifhVi it, the 
Religion of the End, has always been, and al- 
w?iys will be the fame, from the Beginning 
to the End of this World, and qf that which 
is to come : But the Keligifm of the Means 
[Mean] has been fomewhat djfterent, in the 
different Ages of the Children of Men. By 
the Religion of the JEnd, 1 mean the fteady 
(Government of our own Appetites and Pafli- 
ons, and a conftant Benevolence to others, 
necelfarily refulting from the Frame of our 
Nature^ and from the State of Things, confi- 
der'd as the L^w of a Being fupremely powers 
fill, wife and good, and to whom confequentr 
ly all Reverence^ Gratitude, Obedience, Sub- 
million, and Reiignation^ are due. And in 
this Religion of the End^ natural and reveal-d 
Religion^ as to the Matter of them, are en- 
tirely the fame. And by the Religion of the 
JMeans [Mean] (which has been the chief and 
peculiar Matter of Revelation,) I intend the 
jN^ethod which God in infinite Condefcenfion 
and Kindnefs to Mankind, has ufed by Reve- 
lation, to keep or make them Religious : Such 
fi$ the Method ufed with our firft Parents in 

Inno^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



of GOD to Mankind. 75 

Innocence ,• with thcm^ and the Patriarchs af- 
ter the Fall; with Jbrabam^ and all that 
knowing his Story, fliould imitate his Virtues ; 
with the Ifraelites^ and all that were ac- 
quainted with their Story, and then with the 
Difciples of John Saptift, and of Jcfusy and 
the Believers in Chrift. All which Methods 
will fall under the general Head of Motive, or 
Promife; very much heightned however, as 
it contains an Affurance of being delivered 
from the fevereft Thrcatning. Or if you willf 
this Matter may be a little more particularly 
ftated thus. The Religion of the End is Pie- 
ty^ Virtue^ or the Obedience of a Child of 
God. The Mean to keep or make Men Chil- 
dren of God, has been the promised Continu- 
ance of the Pofleflion, or the Hopes of fuch a 
future Reward or Inheritance, as might pre- 
ferve Men in being obedient to God, or reco- 
ver them to it, and to the Inheritance that 
belongs to it, after they were become Chil- 
dren of the Devil, and Heirs of Death and 
Wrath. That Inheritance was Paradifc, and 
the promised Continuance of it on Condition 
of Obedience, to our firft Parents in Innocence 5 
atnl to them and their Defcendants after the 
Fall, HeaVdn or eternal Life, as it is reveal- 
ed in Scripturt, (1. e. a State of Dominion 
and Blifs, to be enjoy 'd in a celeftial, fpiritual, 
powerful, and glorious Body, in the Prefcnce 
and Glory of God, not fubje^a to any future 
State of Trialj) through a Recovery from the 
L 2 firft 
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firft Death, and Salvation from the fecond 
Death. This coiild never have been difcover- 
ed by our Reafon, but was graciotifly hinted 
to our firft Parents and the Patriarchs ^ ex- 
j^efly promised to Jbraham j pointed out by 
the Law and Conftitution God gave the If- 
raelites ^ pledg'd by the Poffeflionof C!^»^^», 
and afterwards by the Covenant with l^avidy 
and his Line ^ clearly prophefy'd of^ particu- 
larly by John Saptiji; to be farther confirmed 
by the Mejfiab 5 aiStually confirmed by him, 
as a Prophet, to his Difciples, whilft on Earth i 
but chiefly by him as a King, to his Subje^^ 
On his Death, Refurredion, and Afcenfion in- 
to Heaven ,• as appear d by his fending down 
the Holy Ghoft. Such as have ufed the feve- 
rai Methods of opening this great Mean of Re- 
ligion, to the making themfelves Religious in 
tlw feverai Ages of the World , and have 
thereby promoted their Virtue and Piety, or 
the Temper and Conduct of a Child of God, 
have comply 'd with the Obligations they were 
under, with regard to the Religion of the 
Means [Mean] and of the End. 

It muft at the fame Time be obferved,that all 
thefc feverai Methods, which are confidered as 
the Religion of the Means [Mean] have been 
exaiftly fuited to the different Circumftances of 
Men and Things in thefe feverai Difpeniations ; 
the firft beginning where one would reafonably 
exped: it, namely, with the Creation of Man 5 the 
reft naturally following from the Fall of Man ; 

and 
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and all the former Methods leading to the 
laft, centering in it, and being fully and glo^ 
rioufly compleated by it. 

Thus has the Religion of the Means [Mean] 
been fomewhat different in refpeft of Clear- 
nefs and Certainty^ and different Accommo* 
ddtion to the different Circumflances of Man^ 
kind, in the fcveral Ages of the World; 
whilft the Religion of the £nd has not only 
been invariably the fame, but at the fame 
Time always fo certain and plain, as to be of 
it felf fufficient to lead all Men to it, and to 
leave them without excufe, if they did not 
know and pradifc it However, to fuch as 
have underflood and pra<5tis'd it the beft, bet- 
ter Means, or greater AffiftanceS have been 
flill given as a Reward for the Improvement 
of what they already had. And when fuch 
Means have been afforded, they have been al- 
ways attended with fufficient Evidence of their 
Fitnefs andGenuinenefs (as the Religion of the 
End has always been with the fulleft Evidence 
of its Truth and Defireablenefs) to convince 
honeft and upright Minds, who alone would 
make any good Ufe of them ; but without any 
fuch Degree of Evidence, as would be unnecef- 
fary to them, and would be wafted on others, 
namely, on depraved Minds ; whofe Addided- 
ncfs to their Vices would render fuch over- 
bearing Evidence ufelefs and ineffeiStua], if it 
had been indulged them. 
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From what has been faid, we may fee, whaf 
Relation Faith bears to the Religion of the 
Means [Mean] : Or of what Ufe Faith is in 
reveard Religion. The Religion of the Means 
[Mean] as it has been juft now ftatcd, is the 
Method which God has taken to make Men 
Religious, by revealing certain Propofitions 
to them. Now Faith, as it is here underftood, 
is the Aflfent of the Mind to the Truth of thofe 
Propofitions on divine Teftimony,- without 
which, thofe Propofitions could have no force 
on us. How vain then is the Objedion of the 
Deifts, that Chriftians afcribe a great deal too 
much to Faith, as it is here underftood, be- 
caufe Faith in this Senfe, (as muft be allowed) 
is no Virtue. They pretend that Faith in this 
Senfe is fuppofed to fave Men ; and that Men 
are fuppofed to be damned for the want of it* 
Whereas really Faith is reprefented of no ufe 
in the Religion of the Means [Mean] but 
what it muft neceffarily be of. For Faith is 
juft of fo much ufe to the Believer,- as the Pro- 
pofition believed has a Tendency to promote 
his Virtue and Happinefs. He that believes 
fuch a Propofition has all the Advantage of 
that good Tendency of the Propofition, from 
his Belief of it. He that does not believe fuch 
a Propofition, cannot have that Advantage^i 
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Thus for InftancCj he that believes that eternal 
Life, as it is defcrib'd in Scripture, will be 
the Inheritance of a Child of God, has all the 
Motive to Virtue and Piety, and all the Com- 
fort that a Belief of that Propofition nauft 
nccelfarily give him. He that does not be- 
lieve that Propofition, muft want that Com- 
fort, and that Motive. So that here is no- 
thing attributed to Faith, as it is here un- 
derftood, but what neceflarily flows from it : 
And which is no more than what the Deifts 
attribute to Knowledge in natural Religion, 
tho' Knowledge is no more a Virtue than Faith, 
but bears exadly the fame Relation to natural 
Religion, that Faith does to reveaFd Religion. 
For Religion, whether natural or reveal'd^muft 
begin in Knowledge or in Faith, and muft 
from hence fettle in Temper, and fo hold on 
in Pradice, that is ever to end in the Re- 
wards refulting from Virtue, in the Reafon of 
Things ; or in thofe Rewards which God has 
wifely and bountifully annexed to Virtue and 
Piety, by the Revelation he has made of his 
WilL Indeed if any would carry this a 
little farther, it may juflly be faid, that Chri- 
ftians afcribe no more to Faith in reveal'd Re- 
ligion, not only, than the Deifts do to Know- 
ledge in natural Religion ^ but than the 
Atheifts do to Knowledge in relation to moral 
or ppliticgl Good and Bvil. 
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Corollary III. 

Though the Means of Religion (which 
is but in other Words th6 Religion of the 
Means) have been fomewhat different in refpefl: 
pf Clearnefs, Certainty and Accommodation 
to the different Circumftances of Mankind in 
different Ages; yet thefe Means of Religir 
on have always been beautifully proportion- 
ed to the State of Things, and to each other. 
I mentioned thefe Proportions in the Preface, 
and referr'd the Reader hithen I will now 
poipt out fome of thofe Proportions (among 
numberlefs which occur) in three of thefe 
Means of Religion ; or if you will, in the one 
great Mean of Religion, differently exhibited 
and afcertain'd in three different Difpenfations ; 
namely, the annexing Life as the promis'd Re- 
ward, or Inheritance belonging to RighteouC- 
nefs (in order to keep or make Men righte- 
ous) under the Difpenfation of Innocence, of 
Jbraham^ and of Chrifi : Some of thofe Pro- 
portions ftand thus. — — The Continuance of 
an animal Life, in a grofs terreflrial and cor* 
ruptible Body, cloath'd however with a Glo- 
ry, and accompany'd with the Dominion and 
Blifs of an earthly Paradifc, and the high Pri-. 
viiege of converfing fometimes with the Sbe-^ 
cbimby was promifed to the firft Jdam (whq 
had no Father but God) in Innocence, or a 
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State of Trial, on his paying perfed Obedi- 
ence to the Law that he was under, without 
pafling through Death to it ; and a Power in 
ibme fort to tranfmit fuch a Life, in a Body 

like his own, to his Pofterity. A future 

endicfs Life, ifl a fpiritual, celeftial, powerful 
and glorious Body, accompanied with the 
Kingdom, Glory and Blifs of Heaven, where 
we are always alfo to behold the Glory of 
God, and fee him as he is, without being 
fubjc^t to any future Trial, after being a long 
time under the Power of Death and Corrup- 
tion, was firft intimated upon the Lofs of the 
^earthly Paradife to Jdam^ and all his Sons, 
that were fincere ,• and was afterwards more 
exprefly promifed to Abraham^ for the fake 
of his eminent Sincerity (which under the 
Name of Faith God counted for Righteouf- 
nefs) and to all his Sons or Seedj or to all 
JMen of any other Family performing fincere 
Obedience to the farte Law : The Reward of 
Heaven, though greater than that of Paradife, 
being unfeen and future ; and the Obedience 
that Man pays fince the Fall, though imper- 
fcft, being at leaft equal to the perfed Obedi- 
ence in Innocence, and in the Polleflion of Pa- 
radife, confidftring the Weaknefs of Men'^ 
Reafon, and Faith, and the Strength of theif 
Appetites and Paflions. Howevel-, this Pro- 
ftiife was then pobliffied to none, but the Fa- 
mily ctf this -^nccrely righteous Man: Of 
which indeed filch of other Families as would, 
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might enquire about it. — — But the higheft 
hcaveoly Life and Glory, after a fliort Death, 
without feeing Corruption, and an universal 
Power and Dominion is aftually conferred on 
the fecond Adam^ the holy J^f%is^ (a Son of 
Tiavid by his Mother, but who had no Fa- 
ther but God) of the fpiritual as well as car- 
jial Seed of Abraham^ the only begotten Son 
of God, and the Firft-born or Begotten of all 
his Brethren from the Dead, (and therefore 
by Nature, and the higheft Pfeheminence, the 
Son of God) in order to his recovering all to 
Life, and to his giving that cndlefs Life in. a 
Body form'd and fafliion'd by his Spirit, like 
his own Body, to all the fincere (his younger 
Brethren) whether Jews or Gentiles^ (ac- 
cording to God's Offer and Promife published 
by his Command to all,) and in Order to his 
fentencing the Infincere (the Children of the 
Pevil) to the fecond Death : Whilft this Life, 
and the Power of giving Life, is given to him, 
not only fof his being perfedly righteous, or 
obedient to the fame Law, in Fleih, that wc 
are under ,• but for his having alfo performed 
a perfed Obedience to a peculiar and a higher 
Law that be voluntarily put himfelf under, 
even that of the grcateft. 3elf-dcni^l and 
Abaferaent ; particc^larly emptying himfelf of 
his Clpry, taking the Faftion oft a Man, and 
the Fprrn of a ^erv^nt, and ^cop)ing. obedient 
to Death, even ):he Death of the Crofs, in or- 
der to. make Men iinccfely iVigh(eousj that 
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is, conformed to that lower Law of Self-de- 
nial and Abafement^ (or that lower Rule of 
Righteoufhefs) which they are under. 

Corollary IV. 

That the Father (hould fend the Word to 
take Flefb, to live a mean Life, and die an 
ignominious Death, has been the Aftonifhment 
df Angels and Men. I have hinted in the Pre- 
fece, that to lay, that Jefus came to give a 
new Publication of natural Religion, will not 
account for that amazing Phsenomenon, For 
why might not an inferior Being, or a meer 
Man, that never exifted before, as the Socini^ 
ans reprcfent Chrift to have been, have given 
us fuch a Publication, as a Prophet fent from 
God ? Could not a meer Man, or an inferior 
Being, havefet us an Example? AlTured us of 
the Forgivenefs of Sins that were paft ? Or of 
all neceliary AHiftance for the Time to come ? 
Could not an holy Man have been raifed from 
the Dead, and thereby have afifur'd us^ that 
human Nature might revive? Some indeed 
hftve alledged other Reafons for this great 
Traniadion : But I muil leave them who offer 
thofe Reafons to fupport them. A Matter 
of this Confequence muft not be trufted to 
difputable Points. In the mean time, if the 
great End of the Chriftian Revelation be what 
I have reprefented it io this £i&y, and hipted 
Ma in 
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in the foregoing Corollary, 'viz. to aflbre us 
in the fulleft Manner that could be, (after the 
prior AfTurances of a lower Nature which had 
been given) of eternal Life, as it is defcribed 
in Scripture, and in a Way fuited to the Rea- 
fon and Proportion of Things; it may let us 
into fome further Account of this wonderful 
Appearance j or at leaft fet it in a fuller Light. 
For who was fo fit for the Father to make us 
his adopted Sons by, after we were beoome 
the Oiildren of the Devil, and Heirs of 
Death and Wrath, as his only begotten 
Son? Who was fo fit for the living 
God to give us eternal Life by, as he, to 
whom he had given to have Life in hin* 
felf, (and to whom alone that high Pmilege 
feems fit to be granted) and who wc might 
therefdre be afTured, was able to give it to us? 
5f«>i&«^vi.4o— — 57. Who was at all fit to 
receive the eternal Spirit of the everlafting Fa- 
ther, in ord^r to give it to Jexvffo and Gentile 
Believers, as the Eameft of eternal Life, but 
be that was produced before the Creation, 
[^pdploroM^ aratfn^ xliino^^^ Cokf !• 1 5»] and the 
Firft-^bom fit>m the Dead, and thereby had in 
all Things the Preheminence ?- His well belo- 
ved Son, in whom he was always well pleaied. 
Gal iv. 6. And who was fb fit to be entrufted 
With' that univerfiil Power of Government and 
Judgment, that was necelTary to fecore to us, 
ifl the fulleft Manner, the future Pofleflion of 
eternal Life, as he, that was the Heir of all 
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Things? T^be Jf^d^ who was before all 
Things^ who was with God, and was God^ 
iy whom all Things were made ,• the Srigbt-^ 
nefs of his Father^ s Glory^ and the exprefs 
hnage of bis T erf on ? 

Farther, how fit and cdngmous was it for 
die Son of God to take Fleih, in which Ap- 
petites and Paflionshad had the Afcendant^ to 
the k>{ing Life> in order to his regaining Life 
by perfefl: Self-denial and Obedience? Ronh 
viii. 3. To the Intent that we might fee, that 
being conformed to him in fuch a Degree of 
Self-denial and Obedience as was required of 
us, was the only Way to recover a better Life 
than that, which had been loft by the undue 
Indulgence which our firft Parents gave to 
their lower Powers? What was fo like to en-. 
amour us with Self-denial and Holinefs, the 
only Way to eternal Life, as feeing the Son of 
God, in fuch a Body as ours, boly^ barmlefSy 
and widejiled^ feparate from Sinners^ going 
about doing Good? And what can reconcile* 
m^ fo ftrongly to the Sufferings of this prefent 
Life, by which we are to inherit the King^ 
dom ofGody as feeing that it pleas' d him for 
whom^ are all Things^ and by whom are all 
Things y in bribing many Sons to Glory ^ to 
make the Captain of their Sahation perfeZi 
through Sufferings? Heb. ii. 10. Finally, 
what can be a greater Support and Encourage- 
ment to us, under Self denial and Sufferings, 
than to knowi that in reward to- Chrifi's S<eiu 
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denial) Holinefs^ and voluntary Abafement in 
Flefli, for the Good of Mankind, he is bte^ 
come the Firft-bom from the Dead, has a glo* 
rious Body, and in that glorious Body enjoys 
the higheit Degree of heavenly Glory, Honour 
and Power? Or what fcan be a greater Securi- 
ty to us, than this Advancement of his, that 
upon our being conformed to him in the Like- 
nefs of his Life and Death, we ihall alfo be 
conformed to him in the Glory of his Refur- 
region? 

Corollary V. 

The fifth Corollary is, That on peruflng 
this fliort Syftem of Revelation, a very pro- 
per Way naturally offers it felf of examining 
Revelation, and the View I have given of it^ 
Revelation is fuppofed, according to what has 
been already faid of the Religion of the Means, 
to be an extraordinary Difcovery God has 
mercifully made, to aflift Mankind to a<a rea- 
fonably, or according to the Truth of Things, 
under the Weaknefs of their Reafon, and the 
Strength of their Appetites and PaiTions, in the 
low Situation of reafonable Beings^ in which 
Mankind feems to be placed. Let Revelation 
then be examined by the Deiireablenefs of the 
£nd, (in which it entirely agrees with natural 
Religion,) by the Fitnefs of the one great 
Mean it has all along propofed for attaining 

that 



Digitized 



by Google 



of GOD to Mankind. %^ 

that End i by the Fitnefs of the various Me^ 
thods by which that one great Mean has been 
exhibited to Mankind, in their various Cir- 
cumftances, in the feveral Ages of the World ; 
and by the Beauty and Proportion of the Re- 
lations^ which thofb Methods bear to each- 
other : And then let the Syftem which I have 
offered be examined by its Confiftency with Re- 
velation, and with it felf. If Revelation will 
bear an Examination by thefe Criteria^ no 
reafonable Man qan doubt, whether that Re- 
velation be of God j nor whether the Repre- 
fcntation that I have here given of Revelation, 
agrees in the Main with it. We all allow atl 
Hypothefis of Nature to be a true Hypothefis, 
if it agrees with Nature, and Iblves all its 
^p^momena confiftently, as far as we are ac- 
quainted with them. Cartes beautifully fays 
fomewhere, that if a Man jfhould happen to 
find out a Key that would decypher a Letter, 
writ to him in a Cypher, by a Friend, fo a$ 
to make it fuit the Charader and Circuraftan- 
ces of both the Correfpondents, we might cer- 
tainly conclude it was the Key by which it had 
been writ. How much more then may we be 
aflured of this in Revelation, where we have 
all the ^ata before us ? Which I fuppofe are 
many more than we have to examine an Hy- 
pothefis of Philofophy by. In both thefe Ca- 
fes we ;go upon this fure Principle, that Faife- 
liood will not appear to agree far with Truth j 
any more than k crqoked Line will appear 
. / , (even 
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. (even to no better Eyes than ours) to agree 
:in many Points with a ftreight one. But if 
the Rule of Revelation be farther extended 
than that of Nature, it will fooner difcover 
any Deviation. But I forbear to add more on 
this Head ; having anticipated my felf, in a 
good Meafurejj in the Preiace. Nor would it 
have been fo proper to h^e feid any Thing on 
the internal Evidence of Revelation here, were 
it not to conned; it with what I am going to 
fay of its external Evidence ^ and foto endea- 
vour to reprefent the Force of the whole Evi-^ 
,dence for Revelation in ooc ihort view. And 
when a rcafonable Man lays both of them be- 
fore himfelf in this manner, how will he be 
able longer to withftand it ? 
. By the external Evidence of Revelation, I 
mean the Marks of great Power or Know- 
ledge, or Wifdom, which accompany it : 
Namely, the Miracles, which firft attended 
mediate or traditionary Revelation in the Cafe 
oi Mofisy and afterwards, of Jefus of Naza- 
Xetb J and then Prophecy, which foUow'd in 
the Religion oiMofes i and all the prophetick 
Gifts of feveral Kinds, and in the highcft De- 
grees, which followed in the Religion of %- 
^j, on his Aibenfion to the right Hand of 
Power J and which muft be allowed to be the 
greateft of all. the external Evidences ^ whe- 
ther we coaiider the Nature of thcfe Gifts 
(they being not only Marks of the greateft 
power and Knowledge, but of the greateft 
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Wifdom too, being fit means to fpread the 
Knowledge of the Chriftian Religion) or the 
Reprefcntations which the New Teftament 
gives of them. If any ihould pretend that 
they doii't receive the Bible, becaufe they 
have not leifure to confider the external Evi- 
dence there is for its being a divine Revela- 
tion ; let them confider the internal Evidence, 
which will take up lefs time ; and then no 
want of leifurfe can be pretended as an Excufe. 
But above all, let him take care how he re- 
jects Revelation, who has Leifure and Ability 
to confider both. For if a Train of diftind: 
Marks of Power, of Knowledge, andofWif- 
dom^ above what is Human ; and if Marks of 
the greateft Power, Knowledge and Wifdom, 
all joyn'd together in the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft, are not fufficient to att;eft that the wifeft 
Mean, (exhibited differently, but properly 
and proportionably to Mankind, under diffe* 
rent Circumftances in different Ages) in order 
to attain the mof): defirable End, is from God ; 
when this End and Mean fufficiently recom- 
mend themfelves to us, without that Attefta* 
tion, we feem to put it out of the Power of 
God to give us the Favour of a Revelation. 
For what can be the Stamp of Divinity upon a 
Revjelation, that is it felf every Way worthy 
c^ God, if Marks of the greateft Power, 
Knpwledge, Wifdom and Goodnefs, both in 
a iiMg Succeilion, and in Conjun(^ion, be 
not ? Let thofc who reje^ fuch a Revelation, 
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take care , left it be their Condemnation , 
that Light is come into the Worlds but that 
Mm love Darknefs rather than Lights he^ 
caufe their Deeds are evil I 

Corollary VL 

When reveal'd Religion appcar'd in all 
this fiill Luftre of internal and external Evi- 
dence, as it did in the Times of the Apoftles, 
the Time when Revelation was fully com- 
pleated, It muft certainly have had very great 
EffeiSs on Mankind, in informing their Minds, 
and regulating their Lives. And therefore, 
as on the one Hand, if there had been no fuch 
Efieds produced, it would be unnatural to 
fuppofe, that the Doctrines of Revelation ever 
could have had this internal and external Evi- 
dence I fo on the other Hand, the Accounts 
we have in the Hiftory of the ABs and Epi^ 
JftleSy and in the Writings of the Cotempora* 
ries, and immediate Succefforsof the Jpoftles^ 
of the great Effe^s it a&ually produced in all 
the Places where it came, is a further Evi- 
dence of the Truth of revealed Religion : Since 
by thefe Hiftories it appears, that the Ede&s 
which were wrought by Revelation in all this 
Cleamefs and Strength of internal and exter- 
nal Evidence, were in Kind and Degree, juft 
what one would paturally expe^ trom that 
Evidence. 
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Corollary VIL 

Such a Defign^ fuch a Mean, fuch Methods 
of difcovering that Mean to Mankind, fo re- 
lated, fo proportioned to the State of Man- 
kind, anci to each other, fuch well attefted 
Inftances of Power, Knowledge^ and Wifdom 
accompanying them, and fuch Succefs attend- 
ing them, are the true and infallible Marks of 
a Revelation from God ; every Thin^ concur- 
ring, that we can now fuppofe about it, either 
a Trioriy or a Tojieriori. What more can 
be defired to fet the Truth and Excellency of 
divine Revelation in the moft glaring Light, 
than to obteft and conjure reafonable Men to 
compare it with the pretended Revelations 
either of former or later Times ? And to fee, 
whether they will bear a Trial by thefe 
Marks, or any Comparifon with the Bible? 
Beginning from the monftrous, inconfiftcnt, 
immoral Theology of the Pagans, till we go 
through the almoft equally abfurd Syftem of 
jEons of the firft Hereticks, and come down 
to that of Mabomety or of the Roman Jnti- 
chrift ; and of thofe that have mix'd any of 
her Corruptions, or their own with the Word 
of God ,• even after all the Refinements, any of 
thefe fcveral Syftcms have undergone by the 
greateft Wits, that have patronized them in 
the fcveral Ages of the World. The bare 
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mention of fuch of thefe Syftems, as are made 
up of nothing at all, or of little elfe, but 
Falflipod, makes a Trial of them by thefe Cri- 
teria Entirely needlefs ; and a farther Compari- 
fon between them and the Bible perfectly ridicu- 
lous : To any other Purpofe at leaft, than that 
of a Foil, which it don't at all want. And as 
this can't be the Place of making a Trial, and 
Comparifon between the Bible, and thefe 
Schemes, where there is more Truth mix'd 
with Falftiood in various Proportions and 
Degrees ; fo it will not be difficult for thofe 
to make this Trial or Comparifon, who arc 
well acquainted with any o\ thefe compound- 
ed Syftems, and with the fimple and unmix'd 
Syftem of the Bible. All that I fhall add is^ 
That Revelation ftands in a proportionable 
Degree of Oppofition to every falfe Religion^ 
to the Degree of Falfhood which they contain ; 
and in Conjun^ftion with them, fo far as they 
fcave any Mixture of Truth ,- as Herefy always 
has. In fo much that it aims at nothing lefs 
Ihgn the total Subverfion of the Pagan Theo* 
logy, by recalling Men from the Worfhip of 
many Gods, through many Mediators or 
Lords, but all of them Patrons of Vice, to the 
:Worfliip of the One only true God, by one 
Lord or Mediator^ even Jeftts Chriji the 
Righteous ^ who ckanfss tis from all Sin; 
Whild: it direfts us, only to purge out 
the Leaven of Error, Hypocrify and Malice 
that is in Herefy, in order that we may bc- 
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eomc an unleavened Lump of Sincerity and 
Truth. 

i ■ 

Corollary VIIL 

If we compare Revelation with natural Rer 
iigion (which the Deifts with us allow to be 
true Religion^j) theyare, as to the Religion of 
the End the fame ,• that is, the Duties that are 
due to God, to our felves, and to one ano- 
ther, in both of them are exadly the very 
fame ^ and whatever has been revealed in any 
Age of the World, as a Mean to attain that 
End, has had a natural Fitneft to promote 
that End, in the Circumftances Men theij 
were i though they might not probably have 
hit upon that Mean : Nor could they without 
Revelation have ever been affur'd, that it was 
a true one. For though every one fees, that 
the !p.eward of eternal Life, Dominion and 
Glory, not fub jed to any future State of Tri- 
al, and the peculiar Blifs that refults from 
them, is the moft proper Means to promote 
Virtue,- yet how fliould we know, that they 
would be the Reward of Virtue, if God had 
not revealed it to us ? Or how, on the other 
Hand, could we have known unlefs God 
had revealed it to us, that wicked Men fliould 
be raifcd from the Dead, and after a Trial^ 
according to their Works (by which the Re- 
ward of eternal Life is very much heightncd) 
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be fentenced to the fecond Death. Though 
now we know it, every one rauft allow it to 
be a powerful Motive to Obedience. And the 
fame may befaid of all the reft of the peculiar 
Dodrines or Precepts of Revelation. As the 
Pbftrine of Mediation, and the Inftitution of 
Baotifm, and the Lord's Supper ; as I have 
enaeavoured to make appear in the Courfe of 
this Eflfay : Since natural Religion then is on 
all Hands allowed to be true, is it not raoft 
highly probable, that revealed Religion is al- 
fo true, from this Confideration alone, that 
revealed Religion has the jgreateft Fitnefs to 
promote natural Religion, in thofe Points^ 
where they don't coincide f Where one Thing 
has a Tendency to promote another Thing, 
we conclude that they ftand related as End 
and Mean in other Cafes, both in the natural 
and moral World ,• and why then fliould we 
not in this ? Befides natural and reveal'd Re- 
ligion agree thus far farther : That reveal'd 
Religion is as fit as a Mean • as natural Re- 
ligion is defireable as an End : And that as 
natural Religion may be reduced to one End; 
fo revealed Religion, in that which is peculiar 
to it, may be reduced to one Mean ; namely, 
difcovering to us the moft powerful Mo- 
tive of Obedience, i;iz. the Promife of eternal 
Life, heightned by its being a Salvation from 
the fecond Death. So that, on the whole, 
the Bibk appears to contain a Revelatioa 
from God, whether we confidcr it, in it felif^ 
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(i.e. in the internal and external Evidence 
which attends it^) or if we compare it with 
falfe Religions, or with the true. It ftands in 
the greateft Oppofition to the one, and in the 
moft clofe and the only proper Relation to the 
other : That is to fay, of a moft ufeful Mean 
to attain it. 

Corollary IX. 

If the Deift fliall ftill alledge, after all that 
has been faid, that natural Religion don't 
want the Aid of thofe fupernatural Motives, 
fince it contains Motives of its own, both of 
Rewards and Punifliments, from the neceflary 
Confcquences of Things, fufficient to fupport 
Virtue: All that needs be added, is, I'hat 
more Motives will beget more Virtue. And 
that Revelation fumifties us with an additi- 
onal Motive, and of greater Force, than natu- 
ral Religion furnifhes us with, will not be de- 
nied by any one, on the Suppofition that the 
Bible is a Revelation from God. For it ac- 
quaints us, that Death is the Punifhment of 
Sin, that the Wicked ihall rife and undergo 
a Trial, and receive a Doom to unfpeakable 
pofitive Mifery ; but that the Righteous ihall 
not only efcapc the Anxiety of a Trial of un* 
certain Event, ( from the Coafciouihefs of 
their own Integrity,) and the Shame and An- 
gui^ of a $eRtf nee of Condemnation j but tha ^ 
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when the Heavens are to be roird up like a 
Scrowl^ when the Elements are to melt with 
fervent Heat, and when the Earthy with all 
lu Works, jire to be confumed and burned up, 
and the Wicked fliall be overtaken by this 
univerfal Conflagration, that God will find 
out a Way for the Efcape and Salvation of the 
Righteous* Revelation farther afTures us, in 
the cleareft and ftrongeft Manner^ that they 
fliall, in celeftial, Ipiritual, glorious iand pow- 
erful Bodies, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for them j and in Manfions of Glory enjoy the 
moft glorious Society, and behold the Glory 
of God himfelf, feeing him not only in his 
Works of Creation and Providence, but as 
He is J and fliall enjoy this unfpeakable Blifi 
and Felicity, without the leaft Chance of 
ever loofing it* And what can ftrike Men^ if 
the greateft Security of avoiding the utmoft 
Mifery, and of enjoying the greateft Glory^ 
Dignity, Power, Dominion and Blifs for 
ever, mall not ? And yet none can fay, that 
the Light of Nature could fornifti us with this^ 
Motive, or that the Light of Revelation Joes 
not. And what is there^ perhaps, but £bmc 
one of all thefe things, (which jointly makd 
up the Motive of Revelation) and that in a 
poor, low Degree, and of uncertain and £hort 
Continuance, that engages us in any of the 
unwearied Purfuits of our whole Lives ? This 
is fufficient to fliev/ us, how powerful all thefe. 
Coniideratioasmoi^ be when joynd together j^ 
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thd how worthy therefore they are of a di- 
vine Difcovcry 5 and confequently that as Re* 
velatkHi oontains a ftronger and more power- 
fill Motive to Virtae, than we could have dif- 
covered by the Light of Nature, it is wifely 
calculated to produce more Virtue among 
Mankind. This it has a Tendency to do ia 
all Cafes ; but has a very fuperior Tendency 
to do it in fome : As for Inftance, in the Cafe 
of powerful and fudden Temptation ; and par- 
ticularly in that, where we are reduced to the 
Ncceflity of lofing our Life immediately, or 
of facrificing our Virtue to lave it. 

Corollary X. 

If it be farther alledg^d. That Adions, 
which for the Matter of them are virtuous, yet 
when performed for the fake of extrinfical or 
pofitive Rewards, fuch as Revelation is here 
fuppofed to propofe to us, (or in other 
Words, Rewards that don't flow from the 
Nature of Thirtgs) ceafe to be virtuous, (which 
is what a late noble, learned and polite Au- 
thor has very much infiftcd on,) I anfwer; 
That indeed to be above all Reward or Hap- 
pinefs, but that which neceflfarily refults from 
the Nature of Things, is the higheft PerfeiStion ; 
but this can belong to no Being, but the unori- 
ginated Father of all Thingsi,- who being in- 
capable of any Addition to his Happinefs, can, 
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when he ads in regard to other Beings, only 
a£t to communicate Happinefs to them. But 
as to Beings capable of additional Happinefs^ 
or of pofitive and extrinfical Rewards, though 
it muft be own'd, that their doing good Ani- 
ons, without feeling Pleafure in doing them, 
and without any Regard to thofe natural 
Rewards of good Anions, which arc the 
neceflary Refult of them,, and purely for 
the additional or extrinfical and pofitive 
Reward, would deftroy their Virtue; yet if 
the extrinfical and pofitive Reward be ade- 
quate, and worthy of the Purfuit of a reafon- 
able Being, it is Virtue to purfue it, and to zGt 
with the more Vigor in order to obtain it, not 
indeed exclufivc of the natural Rewards of 
good Anions, but in Conjundion with them. 
No Man can doubt, whether it be Virtue to 
purfue our own true Happinefs; that is^ Plea* 
fure that will not injure our felves or other 
Beings. For what is Virtue but our trueft 
Pleafiire and Happinefs ? Whether that Hap- 
pinefs refults from the Nature of Things, or 
from fiich a Connexion, as the Governor of 
the World has revealed to us to be fettled by 
him, makes no difference. And fure it will 
be but a^aing reafonably, or according to 
Truth, and the Nature of Things, to purfue 
more Happinefs with more Vigor, than a lefs 
Happinefs; from whichfoever of thefe tWQ 
Originals that Happinefs may be derived* 

^efides<^ 
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of God to Mankind. 9^ 

Befides^ as in the Cafe of the natural Re-: 
ward of good Anions, to purfue thofe Re- 
wards^ may be faid properly enough to be 
purfuing Virtue it felt, both in Fad, and in 
the Opinion of the Objedor ,- fo who fhall 
iky, that purfuing the additional and pofitive 
Rewards of Virtue, (on the Suppofition of the 
Bibles being a Revelation from God) is not 
purfuing Virtue in the fame Senfe too ? Is it 
not highly probable, that the Gloryj^ Dignity 
and Dominion^ to which we fhall be advan- 
ced, will be for the Service of that Kingdom^ 
that it is the Father's good Pleafure to give 
us ? Is not purfuing this celeftial Glory, Dig- 
nity and Dominion then purfuing Virtue ; 
or an Opportunity of being ufeful to that 
Kingdom, over which we, as Kings, are to 
be placed ? The Scripture reprefents the Glo- 
ry, Dignity and Power of Chrift^ as the Re- 
ward of his Obedience ; but the Scripture, at 
the fame Time, reprefents that that Power is 
exercifed for the Benefit of his Kingdom, the 
Church j and therefore his having an Eye to 
the Glory that was fet before him, was pur- 
fuing the glorious End for which he died ; 
(ince that Glory was puttii^g him in a Conditi- 
on to anfwer all the Ends of his Death to 
Mankind. And may not we expecS in our 
Proportion, fuch a Kingdom as is prepared for 
US for the fame Purpofe ? That fo as it was 
given to Chrift, to fit down at the Father's 
right Hand, and to be advaqced to univerfal 

2 Em!: 
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Empire, with a View to the Good of that oni'* 
venal Empire; it may be given to us alfo, to 
fit down at his right Hand, and be advanced to 
fome particular Province for the greater Goo4 
of fuch a Divifion c> It muft certainly be great 
Wifdom and Goodnefs in the Governor of tho 
World to propofe additional Rewards in order 
to encourage reafonable Beings to purfoe their 
own true Happincfs, and the Happinefs <^ 
other Beings, againft the Difficulties which 
they have to encounter in that Purfuit. But 
if it be Wifdom, Goodnefs and Bounty, in. 
the Governor of the Univerfe, to propofe 
thefe additional Rewards to reafonable Be*- 
ipgs, can it deftroy Virtue in thofe reafonable 
Beings to be mov d by thofe additional Re- 
wards ? This would be to fet up a Virtue hi 
tiie Governed intirely inc(Hififtent with the 
Wifdom, Goodnefs and Munificence, #. e* 
Vrith the Holinefi of the fupreme Governor of 
all Things. 

Thefe additional and pofitive Rewards feem 
Heceflary to fupport the Virtue of all inferior 
Beings, and particularly to be defign^d as 9 
^ounterballance to the ftrong Appetites and 
Pafldons which belong to ours. But God has 
not propofed thefe pofitive Rewards feparate 
from the Rewards tiiat are the necelfary Re- 
fult of virtuous A^on% but in Conjun^on 
with them, or as an Addition to them. If 
then the Virtue of one Man, inftead of being 
fiipported by a joint Regard to pofitive Rc- 
5 ' " yf^ds; 
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trards, and the natural Rewards of Virtue, 
fhoxxld be hurt and weakened by a fingle 
View to pofitive Rewards, then it is he that 
hurts himfelf, by feparating what God has 
joined together: And he muft fuflfer for his 
own Folly, and for the depraved Tafte, from 
whence alone fuch a Miflake could arife. 

On the whole, I think this Obje<aion of 
the Deifts arifes from too exalted an Idea of 
our felves ,• fince none but the fupreme Being 
is above additional and pofitive Happinefs. 
Nor has the Obje(5i:ion any Strength but what 
it derives, from confounding the fingle Pur- 
fuit of a bale, mean, low, arbitrary, unfit 
and felfifh Reward, c»r of a Reward that is 
injurious to others ; with a joint Purfuit of the 
natural Rewards of virtuous A^ons^ and a 
Purfuit of a pofitive, high, glorious, well ad- 
jufied Reward^ atxl that is calculated to give 
us farther Opportunities of extending our Be- 
nevolence to others : The firft of thefe h Vi- 
llous and Mercenary t the laft is Virtuous and 
Heroick. 
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NOTE 

By Way of 

A P P E N £) I X, 

T O T HE 

Dispensation oi Ahralam. 

Particularly to thde Words, 

Bffay^ P* ^3« Gofl? now esfrejly adopted 
Abraham to the Inheritance of eternal 
Ufe. 

2 T O O K Notice in the Prefece, 

I that I had fome Notes by me, 

S to explain and fupport feveral 

9 Things that I have advanced in 

" this EfTay ; and gave fome 

Reafons why I publifh'd the Eflay without 

them, though I at firft intended to have fir: 

niihed them together. 



Digitized 



by Google 



ATT EN D IX. 10^ 

I hinted there too^ that what I had chiefly 
flung into Notes, was confeqiicntial Proofs of 
what I have advanced (where I had not ex- 
prefs Texts to the Purpofe) and efpecially 
Proofs that were of a critical Nature, 

I there alfo acknowledged. That I believed 
fome of the Things advanced in this EfTay 
would be juftly thought to want that Proot 
But I believe nothing I have faid will be 
thought to want it more, than what I have 
afferted about the Difpenlation of Jbrabam : 
And therefore I have added here as an Appendix 
what I ftould have put in a Note, if the Notes 
had been finifli'd and complete. 

I have aflerted, Ejfayy p. 23. that God ex^ 
prejly adopted Abraham to the Inheritance of 
eternal Life. The Proof that I have there gi- 
ven, is, that God blejfed Abraham, and that 
God became bis God. I will now endea- 
vour to fliew more fully, how Adoption to 
eternal Life is contained in thefe two Ex- 
preffions. 

But I would firft defire the Reader to carry 
it in his Mind, that the Proof I am to give of 
this Point, is a Proof from Hiftory, and not 
from a Syftem of DoiStrine. This I fay to 
ihew, why the Reader ought not to expeft 
many exprefs Texts to this purpofe: But only 
fuch as may fairly occur from incidental Paf- 
fages in an Hiftory, which was addrefs'd to 
ft People, who were in a good Meafure ap-^ 
prizd of many of the great Fa<as before, from 

Tra- 
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Tradition, and which was written in erder 
to engage them to fear God, fix>m an Account 
of what his Dealings had been hitherto with 
Mankind, and what Expedations they might 
entertain from him for the future. 

When Mofes therefore tells us, that tbe 
Lord hleffed Abraham, and became bii Gody 
what Ideas are we to fuppofe that M^feshsidi^ 
and intended to convey to the Ifraelites ? And 
what are the Ideas, we are to fuppofe that 
theft Expreffions rais'd in their Minds? k 
will be readily allowed, that theft Words are 
granting Words, (at leaft the firft) all along 
in Mofes' s Hiftory. Nor can it be denied^ 
that it muft be fomething of great ImportaiKC, 
that Mofes would introduce God as giving to 
Jhraham^ when he bkffed bim and hecamf 
its Gody confidering that Jbraham is repre- 
i&nted as an high and lingular Inftance of the 
grcatcft Piety in the degenerate Age whereit! 
he liv'd, and under the greateft Trials that 
Jdam^ or any of his Children^ ever under-; 
went: And confidering that Ahrdbam was the 
Father of that Nation, to whom Mofes wrote, 
and at the Head of which he himfelf then was ; 
and which at that Time, God had taken to 
himfelf, for an holy and a peculiar People, 

This we may be aflfured of in the general. 
But to be a little more particular as to each 
of thefe Expreffions, I defire the following 
Things may be put together: Many of which 
are infifted on, or hinted at, in feveral Parts 
of the foregoing 'E^ay. ^ And 
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:;A«kIj If As tq: tl?c Ej^pieflftcp, ;tbat G«& 
ife^y^ijl^lvWijjiajwI in relation to this E:^^ 
preflion, I delire it may be observed ; 
^ i^ Tbayt Gcd bjb^^ed Jdam^j^d E&e^ and 
wh?n Gq4 gives.4 ^kSBngy wc mav be fute 
thei CilnMit. operates' and conveys iometbiag 
that is ^pQ^deraUej otherwise the Grant 
would be trifling or illuibry. We find by 
Mofe/s. Hiftory, that what God blefs'd our 
£f& Parents w^li, was Fruiffakefs, Geo. 
I %Z,\^Dsminm over all the other Creatures, 
ibid, Foodi V. %9. A fUafim and fruitful 
Garden, Chap^ii. 8~r*-'i5. with the Means 
<d inmortaiity, viz. the Trw of JJjey v. y. 
9od with a Cmrmg which was moft probably 
zGkry: For which I think ieveral good 
Arguments may be offer d, though this is not 
Ac Piace for them. The Texts in the Neinr 
Teftament where this Glory that Adam wax 
^loathed in feem to be re&rr'd to, arp Fim* 
•^'vA. J. \ Or* XV. 42—45, Tbilip.^'vL ^\. 
a OK y. % 3, 4. ttjm. iii. ij. All I ihall;. 
fertiier fay her€ i% that they were at jfirfi ffa- 
ki4i and w&re not afljamed^ v. 2f. 3ut 
when th^y were ftripp a of their Glory, thje|r 

Mokedt Chap.iiL 19, as well knowing, ChaJC 
the Garment which they had loft was a Gar> 
XBcntofPignky, a Badge of all the BleiIIng3 
they had from God ; and th^y might well there- 
lore be afraid, when they had \m it? ^hat they 
ihoiiid be deprived of all thoie filei&igs, uj)on 

P heaf-. 
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hearing God's Voice in the Gardeni m ' the 

very fame Manner in which they had received 

them. ' * ' ^ ; ' 

Accordingly on their Difobedien^ a Gtirfe 

was pronounced on them, inftead of the Bief- 

fing. The Curfe on Eve fcems to be a'^rcat 

Degree of Unfruitfuliiefs. I wiH^ greatfy 

' multiply tly Sorrow^ and tiy Omception and 

Sorrow In bringing fbrthChildrcny cr. i6. in 

•Opoofition to the original Biefling j Sefrtiit'- 

fut and multiply^ and repVeniJh the Earthy 

Xhap. i. 28. The Curfe pronounc'd on 

Jdam wias Care, Toil and Sorrow, all the 
pays of his Life, by rcafoii of the^ Curfe of 
the Ground : And that he fhould return to 
the Duft out of which he was taken, <^haf. iii, 
"17,18, 19.' .''.'•' 

' a. That there was ftill a further Curfe pro- 
nounced and . inflifted on the GroOnd, that 
Cain flioqld till, after he had flain his Bro- 
ther, Gen. IV ill. From whence he {Cain) 
feems to have Jeft off tilling the Ground, and 
ta have betaken himfelf to other Arts ^ fijch 
as' werb nec^flfary to buMd a City, v. ij. And 
his Defcendants fcem likewife to have quitted 
the Tillage of the Ground after his Example, 
and to have tqrn'd Herdfmen, a 20. Mufici- 
ans^ v.. 21. ^id Artificers in Brafs andiron, 
'i. 2?. &c. Which alfo agrees with the Hiftory 
' oi Samhiondthati^ as well ^iofMofes. 
' This further /Curfc on the Tillage of the 
Ground pronounced on Caifr^ and that proba- 
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bly followisd his. Defcendants, feems to have 
been a Mark of tixeir being the avowed Fami- 
ly of the Pevil, and was agreeable to othef 
Oii^s that always fqllowed that Family in 
£itiipe Ages. 

'3^ That it is probable, that^^^i&*s Defcen- 
^tsldi^ ftill Till the Ground, and had 4 
Pi^diice from it,.tKough with great Labour 
and. Toll J but.it was revealed to Lamecb 
about . fix JHtuhd^ed: ' Years before , the Flood, 
that Jh; ife^FS; Time' they fliould receive 
fonie Comfort or- Bleffing concerning the 
Work and Toil of! their Hands, bebaiifepf the 
[oyigW^Curfe \Y the Lord had pro- 
xioiinci^ m the .Grpijnd, Gen. V. 19: ^z. af* 
terjfce'^t: See SkerkcJis more fur e Wordaf 

. 4t ^TM: ^fter tfep Flood God took otf a 

f^ reat J^artf ' of the ^original Curfe ^ blefling 
toabji^A}^^^ Sons ]n many Inftances, as he 
^^id.JJam.Bx\di JSa;^ at tlidr etc God 




'bably took; off part of the great Sorrow ia 
.heiarink'„an4 in Drih^irig' forth Children, that 
jnjgjjiitlbe't'he Oppafipnof lefs Frqitfulnefs be- 
foipe. ^^efind xhn^ilftoah had bjot three Sons 
when, he was fix .Huiidfed Years old. Gen. 
vii.'a. . ati4. he. is thejbniy Aiitedfilu^Jan whofe 
Delcehd^nt^ are aU-enumerated. ■ Bu^ we fin4 
Jiiat -though the' Agie of Man was ikortned t^ 
~|[vp ijuudred Yei^i iiiiineidiateiy ^'after the 

;;; ' '^^"•-'■"- • f\ ■■ ■ -•- ^ riooa. 
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iFloo^, yet Ham had four Sons, (??». it. ij» 
Sifetn five, v. a 2. and Jia^betb feven, «?. 2* 
It flibuld feeffl thierefore that in Fa^^ f hofe 
^ho lived akti the Flood were more, fruitfai 
than thofs who lived befote it; But^^Gt>d 
does not flop here; But alfo takes off *he 
Curfe from the Ground, Or. its Stefility^r <2^#;« 
VIM. 21, I iJoiU mt 'for the Future ta^^ 
QromdfcT Man^s.. fake. So the HeBrt^ Wdtd 
ihould be rendered, as it is^ «>. iti. atid' To 
the Septuagint has rendered it. He likeWiDb 
Ipromifes fevtiiirable Sealbni, c, 22* Mofis 
accordingly obferves, that after the Floo4> 
^oab began to he an Bushan^fh^i Geoi 
ix.2o. Not barely a Tilfef of the.'Gtjbund 
for meer Neceflkries ^ (that JNi/^'b*^s A^nce-- 
ttots had he&a all along ) but a. Platitbr -bf 'a 
(Vineyard, for the Supeiriftiiitics bf; !!&!•" As 
Cxpe^g' greater Fertilfty from the ^ei^oval 
of the Curfe, and fhe' Grant of a l^lfefifiing* 
And i%^j further acquaints us, that Things 
anfwered his Expeftation : And that Iro Vin- 
tage yielded him'biit too generous i Juice, 
unlefs he had made ^ better ufe of it, 'S, si. 

LaftJ^i God reftores:j?iS^/& and his Sons to 
ia greater Domini9n over the Be^s 6( the 
Earth, thie Fowls of the Air, and the Fifties 
ofthe^ea, than they li^d before, or^probably 
Cnce the Fall JPerbaps the making the Bea^ 
of the. Field inore^tra^ble, was one, way, 
by which God removed, the Curfe of th,fc 
Ground, and added to its Friiitfulhefs, is WeH 
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Hance of 6od*s fifing aoy omej) xtt muft, as 

fias been obiertiid thtAof ^ ^iap^aSs kmt 

iDarfc remoiod^ attd fome Favidiir graacedj 

cimf in the Caie ^ God's Ble£]^ iySi^ir anl 

!us Son^, vn^ feetheCurft ititiov'd in part, or 

tti^kole (as hr forth as kftetais. to have bete 

X30d*s Defigh to'remow It^ till l^ene fliall bb 

vkttMc^re Ctirfd>'«hat had'bi6en>)>roiioianced,a« 

Mahkind at therF^ $ e&cept the l«ft part of i(^ 

W^. 71^/3^ 2)w^ «<Si0» m^ artist to Dtfi tihw 

JIKi/|f r«r«r»; ' ' :<■■■■;■ , ::; . 

^When G66 hltScs Jkr'abm theOi G«i. 

StUi. xxil 17. ItiBoft, asm die Cafe of -ovr 

IrHK Piirent), fiBi^ In the Caft cf -^oah, id^mm 

ihe Remov^g (bmepart of tlfic^origiiial QarSt^ 

and refioring the original Blefltng in part br ia 

whole i or giving an equal Blefling, if not a 

^re^ter, tha^ the firft. What lefs can be im* 

■ported by'^ Pht^e ufedj Gett^ xxii. 17, one 

ijf tlie Placcyl jUft quoted,- h Weffin^I^miU 

'pk/s thfe ? • Efpccialiy as it is jntrodueed -ok 

i/b great an 06c%(ion, as the Offering; up. tije 

tteirof the Ptotofife; and as it is confira)<ed by 

^HOath. ' Or What Ws can be imported 

when in btm (or in BlefHng him) God dtf- 

^res, that bF$Md all the f»mUesw No- 

'iiims <f the Edirtb, i.e. that #ioiiW imitaiB 

liitti > his Fafith^'iand Obedience e The Bief- 

iing'that arolH&om taking off the other-Parts 

iof.thfe Cnrfe, the reft of thc'Faniaies of the 

;£ablii, as the Defcendaot^of jlf6/aif, (tQ. w3ien 
■■' ' - - - ^^^^^ 
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thofe Bkflings were granted) partook in al- 
readyi NoWi- /ince the otiier. Parts of the 
Curfe had been removed .^in the . Blelfing to 
jKbab^ and his Sons, whatcaia this moft fo- 
lemn:.Ble(nng q( Jbrabantj and. in him, of stiX 
tiie.Nadons of thp i^arth, (in the Language 
of thoie early Times, wh^' the BielHng and 
Curfe on om:..,firft Parents was ib deeply 
im^refs'd oa their Minds^ and fo thorough- 
Jly underftood j) icarry lefs |n.it, than reftprW 
^ibrabam expreily to Impic»taUty (not indeed 
without tafting Death, but") from or after 
JD^ath j the grp^t $nd moft bitter Part o£ the 
Df igioal Curi^,- i«7hich had-iiot yet been taken 
«way i fo tlxaHhis Expreffi^. .plainly implies 
JAikpiw to #i;^f»^ i^ff, ^ tHe Lan^u^ge 
.'cf -thffe Times, . .i :• 5 .7 r^ . , '. 



- *.%■ *• 



. . .II, J am.to iiiew, That G^af^^f a<i»tin'g v^<jr- 

't)im^ to the Inheritance of etepal IiUe.is,m^ 

Asluded.in the othar JExpreflion, oUbe iM^f 

^>(§;THE .GOD ef Abi^am., Ahd.ljia:e 

jthe Adoption, is not imp,U|^ but exiirefl^it 

^And in order to -make that put^ I would;p^e- 

Joife, ,, • • .„,■. , 

-That Sir Ifaac ^<?a;?fl».hasvfully proKCsi 

SPri»<t. p<4S2. tl^at the TccxaGadh a. relative 

-,Termi and a Term of Relation that is found- 

,ed ia Danm/ou, That being fuppofcd, the 

jTerm God muft fighify the Dominion andAi^* 

^Qcjty of a Father, of a M^lier, or of a Kjog. 

" l^or- 
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Fttt^all Sorts of S)6iilinion and Authority Mtfy 
-be roduc'd tootie of thcfe, 
* Wbw God inclced may figuratively have 
bebn always &id' to be mc Mafter of Man- 
kind, and they may be faid to be his Ser- 
vants; in as much 'as in many Things Qod 
reibmbles a Mafter, and Mankind his Ser« 
vants ; and ht is therefore often mentioned as 
*fuch in Scripture, though never till after the 
Death oiJhrabam: Yet God is not properly 
•and ihriftly ever confidcr'd as a Mafter, in any 
part of Scripture, becaufe he has never entered 
info Covenant with Mankind, under the Noti* 
on of a Mafter with his Servants. 

Iti like manner, God may always figura- 
tively have been faid to have had z Kingdom 
ruling over aU ; in as much as there are many 
Refcihblances between God's Power over aU 
Things, and the Power a King has over his 
Subjeds. But God is never fo much as men- 
tioned as a King, even incidentally, in Scrips 
ture, till about the Time that he by Covenant 
at Mount Sinai became the King of the If^ 
raelites. Nor had he a People till then. And 
afterwards indeed, he alfo by Covenant be- 
came the fupreme King of all CbrifiianSy whe- 
ther Jews or Gentiles. 

But God had Children^ or a Family, before 
he had a Kingdom and a People ,- even from 
the firft Man and Woman. And therefore 
whenever the Term God occurs in Saipture^ 
before either of the Periods, in which the fu- 
^ premc 
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^KfSit Being became b)f Covenant ths JKing 
of the Ifraelites^ and of the Cbriftianf,^ in ft 
:Ai»(^ and proper Senfe; tl^ Term G^i/ muft 
iippprt the otber Eelatidd of Power and Au- 
thority, 'diz. that of « Bather I agreeably; to. 
the Aiithority that then prevailed in the 
World, which was Family or Patriarchal; 
wd that God muft> from th^ very Nature of 
Things, haw been ever qonfidjered as a ^9r 
tber, even in the patriarckal Period, befoie 
he was a King over a People, will fully ap» 
pear from what follows. ' . 

1. Thaf Adam was or toted an earthly and 
animal Son i?/ Ged i having v^ other Fa^ 
thcr but Godi being made lik^ him 19 his 
iiioral Perfeiaions; and vdl:cd with Do»inJir 
on, the Blifs of Paradiie, Glory and Xmmoir 
tality; as an Inheritance ftiited to the high 
Relation he bore to God. All whicti carries 
in it the whole Notion of a Father, in the 
apoft flrid^, proper, and precife Senie of the 
.Word 

2. That Adam by his Dilbbedience Ufi 
the moral Image or Likeneft of God i and 
was thereupon divefted of the Inheritance of a 
Son of God ,• driven out of Paradife, kept 
from Returning to it, made fubje<9: to Toil, 
Care, Vexation, Difcafes and Deaths and 
inftead of tl» Glory which he had in Inno^ 
ochcc, a Badge of his Sonflbip to God, God 
jnaide btm Crats of the Skin5 of Beafts, as a 
^Oioariiing that might fcrvc ix) ihew him, to 

what 
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what a low State he had reduced himfelf, by 
fuffering his Appetites and Paflions to get the 
better of his Reafon. From whence this Mo« 
ral was plainly held forth, I'hat he being in 
Honour^ and without Vnderfianding^ was 
become like the Seajis that perijh. Effay, 
p. lo. God alfo gave him a plain Intimation, 
that if he would continue to obey the Serpent, 
he muft fliare in his peculiar Curfe, EJfay^ 

3. That J dam forfeited this Inheritance, 
not only for himfelf, but for his Pofterity i 
begetting Men not in the Image or J[.ikenc{s 
of God i Heirs of Dominion, Blifs, Glory and 
Immortality ^ but in his own LikenefSy after 
his Image^ Sons of Men^ and Heirs of his 
Curfe: Namely, Toil, Care, Vexation, DiC- 
eafes and Death. Ejfaj^ p. 10, ii* 

4. That Cain being bom an Heir of the 
Curfe, and at laft not barely continuing a Son 
of Man, but becoming the Seed of the Ser- 
pent, imitating and obeying him (in being a 
Liar and a Murtherer, as he was) notwith- 
ftanding God 's gracious Admonition and Cau- 
tion to the contrary, became the Head and 
Founder of the avowed Family of the Devil 
in the >WQrld j; and was accordingly mark'd 
as fuch by peculiar Curfes, that feem to. have 
followed him and his Pofterity. Effay^ p*i43 1 5* 

5. That notwithftanding this, * whoever 
from the Sons of Men, and Heirs of Death, 
became like unto God, refembling hkn in i^u- 

Q. rity. 
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rity, Juftice and Mercy, might form Inferen*- 
ces and Hopes, that he might become a Son 
or a Child of God, through Adoption to a 
fuitable Inheritance ^ though perhaps without 
knowing what that Inheritance fhould be. 
BJlfay^ p. 1 6. A Child of this Charader 
God gave to our firft Parents in Setby inftead 
of righteous Jbel^ whom Cain flew. He and 
his Defcendants were the avowed Family of 
God in the World, being called by bis Name^ 
Gen.iv. 26. And being cxprefly ftiled the Chil- 
dren or Sons ofGod^ Gen.vi. i . Bffay^ p. 1 5 , 1 6. 

6. To give the Sons of God a more alTured 
and lively Notion of what their Inheritance 
by Adoption was, God tranflated Enoch i 
thereby affuring good Men, that they fliould 
enjoy a future State of Happinefs in Soul and 
Body, For Enoch was tranflated after being 
the nrft that prophefy'd, and after he had aU 
lijong walked with God, as Jdam had done 
in Jnnocence, who had conversed with the 
Shecbinab in the Garden, till Sin and Guilt 
made him afraid of him, depart from him<^ 
^d hide himfelf. Good Men of that Age 
muft have concluded by the Rules of Propor^ 
tion, that though Enocb\ eminent and diftin* 
guifh'd Piety was rewarded with Immortality 
by Tranflation ,- yet that a lower Degree of 
Piety than his, if fincere, would meet with 
Immortality as its Reward, in fome Way, 
^nd at fome Time or another. Effay^ P* i?- ' 

7, tf here could not be a Proof of a morq 
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wicked Difpofition , than for any of the 
Sms if God to marry with the daughters of 
Metiy I e. the Daughters of the Family of the 
Devil,- not only as thefe Marriages were againft 
God's Order^ and the Interpofition of his Pro- 
vidence, but as it was expreffing the utmoft 
Contempt of the Inheritance of God's Family ; 
and as it Was at the fame Time a cafting off all 
Fear of the peculiar Curfe, that was the Inhe- 
ritance of the Family ot the Devil; and there- 
fore, thofe of the Family of God, who madefuch 
Intermarriages, muft thereby have become the 
Family of the DeviL Ejfay^ p* 18. 

S. Noab^ being the only righteous Perw 
fon, or the only Perfon who walked with 
God^ and abfiained from this impious Mixture, 
was the only Perfon treated 2is t Sonof God^ 
by the peculiar Protedion God voucbf^fed 
him and his Family from the total Deftru<9;i<»i^ 
which he fent on the avowed Family of the 
Devil. Effay^ p* 185 19. 

9. Koab mttmates, that the Lord would 
be the God of Shem, Gen. ix. 26. Or the 
Father of Sbem^ in a Way, in which he 
would not (at leaft immediately) be the Fat 
ther of Japbetb^ tiie elder Brother, prof Ci/- 
»aan^ the Son of Ham. All which is pro- 
phetically faid, not of the Perfons of 4$!^^^, 
Japbetb or Canaan i but dF their Defcen- 
dants. Ejfcy^ p»2o. 

10. Accordingly the Defcendants of Ca^ 
ffaan had great and pecuUaf Curies attending 
... Q a them^ 
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them, in the Difperfion of Sabely the Deftru- 
dlion of the Cities of the Plain, the Extir- 
pation of the Seven Nations, c^tr, Effay, p. 2u 

11. On the other Hand, God exprefly 
J/f/}W Abraham, a Defcendantof4S&^wi5 (and 
the only one who had walk'd before God, 
and kept himfelf free from Idolatry) and be- 
came HIS GOD: Which God had never 
exprefly promised to be to any one before, 
lince the Fall. Effayy p. 23, 24, 

1 2. Hence it is, that God, and Father, or 
Terms that imply them, are Terms recipro- 
cally us'd in the 0/d Tejiament 5 and join'd 
together in the New^ Gen. iv. 26* vi. 2. Tfal. 
Ixxxixt 26. Hofea i. 9^ lo* John xx. 17. 
2 Cor. vi. 1 5, 18. Rev. xxi. 7. So that to be 
a God, is in the Language of Scripture, to be 
a Father^ at leafl in the patriarchal Period* 
And for God to be a Father to one, who is 
not created, or bom, or begotten a Son of 
God, is to be a Father by Adoption ,• and to 
be a Father by Adoption, is to give an Inherf- 
tarice in Title, if not in -PofTcflion j and the 
Inheritance that God gives as a Father, is 
Dota[iinion, Blifs, Glory and Immortality. 
^jfay^ p. 16. Though it muft be ownd, 
that after; the Lord became the King of the 
Jews by Covenant, and afterwards the fu- 
preme King of Chriftians^ whether Jews or 
Gentiles^ God may fignify King as well as 
Father i and;which of thcfe that Term fignifies, 
diuft be dctermin d by the Context* See Tfal. 

< -^ v# 2. 
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v.a. Ixviii. 24. cxlv. i. JobnxK. 17. 2 Or. 
vi. 16, 18. Rev, xxi. 3. compared with v. 7. 

13. Hence it is, that Chrift proves the Re- 
furredion of good Men (for about them is the 
Queftion) to the Sadducees, from Mofes calling 
the Lord the God ^Abraham, Luke xx. 37. 

I fliall only quote this Paflage hiftorically, 
or as a Proof of what the Jewijh Notions 
were about this Matter, but not as holy Writ: 
fince I am here treating with the Deifts, who 
don't allow that there is any fuch Thing. In 
order to fee the full Force of our Saviour s Ar- 
gument, it muft be obferv'd, 

(i.) That the Queftion the Sadducees mo- 
ved is about the Rcfurre^on of the Man, and 
not about the Exiftence of the Soul in a fepa- 
rate State j not only becaufe the Sadducees 
are here defcribcd as denying the RefitrreUioa, 
(v. 27.) but becaufe the Argument they ufe 
to fupport their Opinion, relates to the Man, 
and not to thefeparate State of the Soul. It 
being an Argument drawn from Marriage, 

«>. a8— — 34' , 

(2.) That the Qpcftion moved by the Sad' 
ducees is not about the Refurredion of good 
and bad Men, but of good Men only. For 
the Argument they bring againft a Refur- 
redlion fuppofes a State, of Happincfs and 
Enjoyment at the Refurre^aion, which can 
only belong to the Juft. For their Argument 
is, tiiat there can be no Refurre^on of good 
JMcn, becaufe fevcn Brethren, who had ob9 
. ' Wo- 
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Woman to Wife fuccefllvely in this Life, 
could not all of them poflibiy have her to 
Wife together after the Refurre^ion. 

(3.) That our Saviour's Argument to prove 
the Rcfurrei^ion, c^. 37. does not lie in thele 
Words, I JM the God of Abraham, be- 
caufe they are not fo quoted here. But 
Mofes CALLBUn THE LORfD 
THE GOT) OF ABRAHAM. And 
becaufe though our Tranflators have render* 
ed Mattb. xxii. 32. /am the Gody &c. yet 
that Word is not in the Original : But only 
{iy» 060^] I the God of Abraham. 

(4.) The Force of the Argument therefore 
lies in thefe Words, the Lord is y or is called^ 
THE GOD OP ABRAHAM: That 
is, the Father of Jbrahamy viz. by Adopti* 
on : And that the Adopticxi of God h Im- 
mortality, and what accompanies Immortali- 
ty. For Chrift had (aid juu before, that the 
Children or Sons of God are Cbildreit or Sons 
of the KefurreUion. And he adds, God is 
not the God [ or the Father ] of the T>ead 
[i. e. of good Men that are Dead for ever, 
which was what the Sadducees meant by 
Dead] hut of the Umng Ti. e. of fuch good 
Men as ihouid live againj which was the 
Point the Sadducees deny*d. For God can^t 
give Immortality, dxc. as an Inheritance, 
either in Title or PofTeilion, to fuch as are ir« 
recoverably dead i but to fudi only as (hall 
be living. And without giving that Inhere 

tanoe 
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tance in Title or Pofleflfionj he can't be a Fa- 
ther by Adoption. And Chrift immediately 
adds, ^//, that is, all good Men, fuch aS 
Jbrabaffty Sec. Jive [or fliall live] witb bim 
(as the Words may be rendered) mz in the 
other World. If it had not been underftood 
among the Jews^ that God and Father were 
the lame Ihing; and that being a God of 
any one, implied Adoption, or the Inheri- 
tance of Immortality, to every one that was 
not a Son by Creation, Birth or Generation, 
the Sadducees would never have been filenc'd 
by this Argument. But it \s plain this was 
a Notion received among the Jews^ fince the 
Sadducees make no manner of Reply. And 
that it was fo, ferther appears from the 
Jewijh Writings both before Chrift and fince- 
In the Book oi Wifdom^ ch. ii. i6, ao. it is 
faid, He pronounced the latter End cf the 
Juji bleffedy and bcafis that be bas God for 
bis Fatber. Let us cut bim of with a 
Jhameful Death. For if the jufi Man be the 

Son of God^ be will recei^fe bim. Jnd 

V. 22, 23. T'b^ [pake becaufe they knew not 
the Mxfteries of God ; nor hoped for the Re^ 
ward of Holinefsy nor difcerned the Recom- 
mence of the blamelefs Souls. For God made 
Man for Incorruption^ and to be an Image of 
bis own Immortality. And ch. iii. i^ 4> 7* 
l^be Souls of the Righteous are in the Hands 
of God ^ and their Hope is full of Immortality^ 
h the, T>(iy of their Vijitation they Jhall Jhine. 

And 
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And cb. V. i, 4, 5. T^bmJhaU the Kigbu- 
ous ftand witb great Jioldnefs before the Face 
of them that c^iUed them^ and they jhall 
fay^ we Fools counted his Life Madnefs^ and 
his End to he without Honour^ but now is he 
numbered among the Sons of God^ and his 
!Portio72 is with the Saints. The fcven Sons 
mentioned in Maccabees are flill called Chil^ 
dren of the Stock of Abraham, by Jofephus. 
And as the Book o\ Maccabees ftill introduces 
them, declaring, that God would raife them to 
Life eternal^ 2 Maccvii. 9, 2 j. fo Jofephus like- 
wife introduces their Mather comforting them 
with thefe Words of Solomon^ Wifaom is aTree 
of Life to them that do her Willi and thofe of 
Ezekifly Shall thefe dry Soneslive ? and with 
the Words of God, in the Song of MofeSy I 
kiUy offd I make alive. He alfo declares oiF 
thefe Martyrs, That dying for God^ they alfo 
lived with God^ as did Abraham, Ilaac and 
Jacob, and all the ^atriarchs^ and ran iu 
the Way of Immortality. He fpeaks of a Re- 
twifcence of all that obferve the Law of Mo- 
fes, though they die for it ; and adds. That 
God hath granted them to receive a better 
Life in Recerjion. Jofeph. de Mace. p. 1 1 o i. 
1. F. p. 1 1 00. D. p. lopo. A. p. lopy. D. 
Contra App. 1. 2. p. 1076. A. B. 

The ftrongeft Paflages might be brought to. 
this Purpofc, from the Writings of the ApOr 
files, if thofe we have here to do with wouid 
allow of their Authority. 

FINIS. 
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Will here fubjoin what may far- 
ther ferve to prove ^ That God 
adopted Abraham to the Inheri- 
tance of eternal Life ^ though it 
flipped me, when I wrote the foregoing JB^, 
and the Text from whence I draw my Proof, 
was fuggefted to me by a learned Friend, af- 
ter I had fcnt the Egay to the Prefs. The 
Proof I intend to offer is from Gen. xv. 6. 
And be [ Abraham ] believed in the Lord^ 
and he counted it to him for Righteoufnefs. 
Abrahams Belief in the Lord is always re* 
prefented, both in the Old and the New Te- 
ftament, as a Principle that influenced his 
whole Condud ,• making him , at God*s 
Command, quit his idolatrous Country and 
Friends, travel into a Country he did not 
know, and where he was not known i profeft 
his Faith in the One true God, and teach his 
Family to fear and worfliip him, notwithftand- 
ing the Dangers it cxpofed him to, in a wick- 
R cd 
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cd and idolatrous, as well as a ftrange Land ; 
maliing him, moreover, fubmit to the pain- 
ful Rite of Circumcifion, put away Hagar 
and his Son IJhmael^ and at laft be ready to 
offer up his only legitimate Son Ifaac , the 
Heir of the Promife. This is fufficiently 
underftood. 

However , fueh a Faith as this was not, 
ftri^tly fpeaking, Righteoufnefs (which is an 
entire, pcrfe<5t and conftant Conformity to the 
original Law of the great Father of our firft 
Parents ;) but it was what God now afliired 
Jbraham^ ji dam's Defpen^ant by Seth and 
Sheniy that he mercifully counted^ or reckoned 
for Righteoufnefs : Declaring this now as the 
gracious, and abated or fecondary Rule of 
his Family here below, That he, who from 
i| Belief of his Truth and Power, would re- 
gulate the Main of bis Condu(a, according to 
the Rule he had given him, fliould be count- 
ed Righteous 5 though he might, through the 
Suddennefs of fppae great Surprize, and the 
§^trength of his Appetites or Paflions, fome- 
times deviate from it,- as Jbrabam in fome 
Ipftances did^ Now we are fure, that the 
Reckoning or Judgment of God is juft. For 
the Righteoufnefs of a Man is a Conformity 
of the Temper an4 Adions of a Man to fome 
Rule that he is under. And when the Judge, 
y/'ho has a competent Jurifdiclion, pronounces 
that a Man has aded up to that Rule, that 
}lidiXi may then be properly faid to be Righte-i 

OUSi 
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ous ; thoagh the Rule by which he is judg'd, 
be a Rule of fit and proper Grace, Relaxa* 
tion, and Favour, (from a Weaknefs and In- 
ability to obferve the firft and original Rule) 
and not that firft ftrid and original Rule 
itfelf- 

Now it feems to have been the original 
Connexion and Conftitution of Things, fet- 
tled and framed by the wife Contriver and 
Difpofer of all Things ; that Life (that is^ 
Exiftence and Enjoyment or Happhiefs) 
fliould be the Confequenoe of Righteoufnefs i 
or of a Conformity to the Law or Rule Man 
was under : And that Death (that is a Ceffa* 
tion of Exiftence and Enjoyment or Happi- 
nefs) fhould be the Confequence of Unrigh- 
teoufnefs. 

Thus, at leaft, it appears plainly, that in 
TiiSt it has been in all God's Difpenfations. 
The Tree of Life, which was in the midft of 
the Garden of JE^w, was a full Declaration, 
that \S Jdam'wzs obedient or righteous, he 
fhould live. And he was exprefly threatened, 
that if he was difobcdient or unrighteous, he 
fliould die. That Threatning farther impli- 
ed, aftd very ftrongly, that if he was not 
difobedient or unrighteous, he fhould not die, 
that is, that he fhould live. 

By the Law oi Mofes^ Every me was cur^ 
fed^ that continued not in all Things written 
in the Law to do tbeniy Deut* xxviii. 25. 
Gal. iii. lo. Jnd the Sml that fimted W4S 

R a to 
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to die^ Ezek. xviii. 4. See alfa i Sam. xiu ly 
On the contrary. Obedience to the Law of 
Mofes was the Rigbteoufnefj of the Children 
of Ifrael^ Deut vi. ay. The Law ferthear 
fays exprefly. That be that follow d what 
was aitogetber juft Jhould liw^ Deut. xvi. %o. 
kxx. 6. And as God firft, the Prophet 
afterward Ikys, of all God's Statutes and 
Judgments, that if a Man do tbetn^ bejhall 
me in tbem^ Lev. xviii. 5. Ezek. xx. ii, 
ijT, ii. See Luke x. 25, 28. Rom. x* y. 

Thus it is plain Things have ftood by the 
Law of Mofes and of Innocence. But this 
Original Connexion or Gonftitutioni feenis more 
oyer founded in tte natural and necelTary Order 
of Things, which feems to be this ,• 1 hat if a 
reaforiable Being, whidi, la? he Is capable of 
a Rule, muft be always under one, a<5ts up 
to that Rule^ and thereby artfWtrs the End 
of jiis Being) he ihould go on to be, and en- 
joy ; As on the other Hand, when it is plain, 
that he would not ad up to that. Rule, and 
anfvver the £nd of his Being, he fliould ceafc 
to be. Righteoufncfs has a natural Tendency 
to Life and Happinefs, and would produce it, 
w^re it not for fentcmal Caufes, that hinder 
it : And Unrighteoufnefs has a natural Ten* 
dcney to Death, either by being contrary to 
our Health, to Peace with our Neighbours^ 
aud .(both from that Confidcration, and im- 
mediately) to. the Peace of our own Minds. 
: Agree- 
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ients Things ; not only in the Law of 
MofiSi when it tells as, that Rigbtmfnefi fs 
fiurUffi That is, fo naturally, £> ddel^r* 
fo uifepar^bly eonne^ed with Life, as that it 
may be faid to be Life it felf j but ifi the 
Law of Chrift, when it alfo tells u% that Tl» 
Wages cf Sin is "Deaths V)bi(ft the Gift 4 
Ge4 is eternal LiSe, Rom. vi, 23. It farther 
adds, that He that hepetb the dmrnottd" 
fhents of God both a RIGHT to the Tree 
9fUfe, Rev. xxiJii4. That He that fotsh' 
eth to his Fhfit Jhali of the "Bejh reap Corrup- 
tion, and be tbat fowetb to the Spirit, JhaU 
of the Spirit reap Ufe ever/afiing j as the 
natural Prodo^on of fowing to the one, or 
to the other^ Gah vi. 8. And laftly, it afi- 
fures us, to thi$ purpole, by a Similitude from 
animal Produdions, as it did in the laft Place 
by a Similitude taken from the encreafe of 
Vegetables, That JLufi wben it is C(mcei<!ed^ 
bringeth fortb Sin, and Sin wben it isfinijhed 
hringetb forth Tyeatb, James i. 15. 

All this is fo exa<^ly true, and in fo exadi a 
Proportion, that Chrift the Righteous, who was 
jiot only perfeftly Righteous, by the original 
Law, that Man was ever under ; but by a 
fuperior and extraordinary Law of Righte- 
oufnefs, (which from his extraordinary love 
of Righteoufnefs, and his extraordinary ha^ 
tred of Iniquity, he voluntarily put himfe(f 
under, by virtue of which alone, he wh0 

was 
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was perfc^y righteous became fubjeft to 
Death) had not only Life (in a few Hours 
after Death, without feeing Corruption) for 
himfelf, but in himfelf ,• that is, a Power td 
give it to all that fliall be for the Main con- 
tottad to him in the lower Rule of Rigbte- 
cufnefsj he was under J as much, as all die, 
who are conformed to Jdam in Sin and Uh^ 
rigbteoufuefs , or in a Deviation from that 
lower Rule of Righteoufnefs. So that as 
Deatih actually entered the World by Jdan^s 
Sin, Life enters by Chrift/ by his Obedicncd^ 
as the firft Fruits of them that fleep* See 

lR.om.v.\i 21. 

In fine, as thus we fee, that Righteoufnefs 
and Life are in h&, infeparably connected, in the 
three great Dilpenfations of God to Mankind, 
in the Reafon of Things, and in feveral plain 
Alfertions of Scripture, and in an exad Pro- 
portion to that Degree of Righteoufnefs the 
righteous Perfon had ^ it follows, that when 
God declared to Abraham^ that he counted 
his Faith for Righteoufnefs^ God declared, 
that Abraham fhould inherit Life. But in- 
deed, there is this diiference between inherit- 
ing Life by virtue of the ftri<ft original Rule, and 
inheriting it by virtue of the fecondary and equi- 
table Rule J that he that obferves the original 
and ftrid Rule of Righteoufnefs perfeiitly and 
conftantly, fliall enjoy Life without tafting 
t)eath and Corruption, as a Debt ; Whereas, 
he that qnly conforms to the fecppdary and 

equi- 
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Equitable Rule of Righteoufnefs, yet yielding 
fometimes to the Law of Unrighteoufnefs, he 
fhall indeed tafte of Death and Corruption for 
fome Time, but ihall ftili indefeafibly inherit 
Life^ after being recovered from Death and 
Corruption^ (though ftill by a, well propor* 
tion'd Grace and Favour) and be favM from 
the fecond Death, or from Wrath to comei 
To which purpofe fee Rom. iv. 2 ^9. 



Having added a Note, by vkray of Appen- 
dix, to the Difpenfation of ^i'r^i^^OT, 1 will 
here like wife fubjoin my Thoughts, by 
Whom themoft High.adminifter*d his earth- 
ly Kingdom. They fhould have come into 
the Body of the Epty^ page 31. (after the 
Words, Exod, xxiv. j, 12.) in the Words 
following. 

But though God was the King of this Peo^ 
pie, yet he does not feem to have admini-< 
fler'd the Kingdom immediately bimfelf^ 
but by the Wi^'d: The mod High a£ling iil 
this, as in all other Inftances, not immedi- 
ately, but mediately, either by the Word^ 
or by the Spirit, in all his different Qperati- 
ons, in the natural and moral World. The 
Word in this Difpenfation is call'd Jeh(mabi 
the fame, who created the Heavens md the 
Earth, (who Is £ud to bav« created theni^ 
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Gen. I. and ii. 3, ^.) Gen, it 4. TfaL xxxHL 
6,9. £&^. i. 2. but as the Mini fter o f the 
^^ther^jDjLPf ^EkMms who converfed with 
our firft Paren^i^«j. ii. 16. iii. 9, 22* who 
A P F E A a ' D to Noab^ (Gen. vi. 1 j. vii. 

1, 1 6. viii. 15. ix. 1 18.) to Abraham^ 

(Gen. xvii. i, 3. and xviii. i, 2, jj.) to Ja* 
eobt (Gea. xxviii. i^, 16. xxxii. )o> xxx\r. 
9, i;.; and to ilf&/^x at the Bufh, {Exod, 
iii. 6, 7, 1 4.) Saying, i ^w the God of Abra- 
ham, d'c. lam that lam j or, / will he^ 
that Ivdill be i or, who will give Being and 
Accomplifliment to his Covenant and Pro- 
mifes. See Ainpuoorth in loc. Who went 
before the Children of Ifrael in a Pillar of 
Cloud and a Pillar of Fire, Exod. xii. 21* 
"Who came down on Mount Sinai, £xod 
xix. 18. and gave the Law to the Children 
of Ifrael, Exod. xx. 2. ABs vii. 38. Hebt 
xii. 2 5, 26. who faid at_^firft he would fend 
an Angel before tbem,~ih whom be would 
put bis Name, Exod. xxiii. 20, 2 j. And af- 
terwards faid, he would DWELL among 
the Children of Ifrael, and be their God, 
Exod. xxix. 4<;. But on the Idolatry of the 
golden Calf, faid, he would not go up bim-« 
fclf, Exod. xxxii. 34, 35. xxxiii. s — 12* 
And yet at laft faid, be would go ftpy on 
Mofes\ Interceffion ; Eiwd. xxx« 12, 17. 
and is then caU*d bis [or Jebovab's] 'Pre'- 
fence ^ or the An^el rf bis defence, Ifii 
ixiii. 9. and afterwards^ The Angel cf tb» 
■- Ch 
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Ccvvnant^ MaLiii. f. compared with Matt. 
Xh 10. Mark i. 2. where Jcfus applies this 
to himfelf. The Jngel of tbe Lordj or of 
Jehovah^ 2icch. xii. 8. lieut. xxxiii. i j, 16. 
and fotnetimes only the Angela 2ls Gen. 
xlviii. 16. comparM with Gen. xxviii. ij, 
20—22. ^^jvii. }55 38. By the Prefence 
of this Angel it was, that this People became 
Jebomb'^ Pcopky JSa:^^. xxxiii. ij. Numb. 
Xi. 29. and was diftinguiflied from all other 
Nations^ £:)c^ij/. xxxiii. 16. For other Nations 
had Jngels of God prefiding over them, as 
is not only intimated in Daniel^ Chap, x^ 
I J, 20. but by Mofes^ T)eut. xxxii. 8, 9^ 
when he fays, That 'wben God divided to the 
Nations their Inheritance^ when he fepara;-. 
ted the Sons ofAddoa ; he fet the bounds of 
the Teople according to the Number of tbe 
Jngels^ (for fo is the true Reading, as ap- 
pears by the LXX, and by what follows,) 
The Lord [or Jehovah's} Portion was his 
Teophy andjdicob was tbe Lot of bis Inberi-^ 
tance. And tw. 1 2. l^be Lord [or Jeho* 
vah] alone did lead bim^ and there was m 
Jirange God with him. So that I take Jeho- 
vah CO be the proper Name, Stile, and Title 
of the Word, afting as the God or King of 
Jfrael; though not in his own Name, but 
in the Name of the moft High ; Exod. iiii^ 
6, 14. vi. 2, ^* XV. 11. xxiii. 21. 7)eut. 
xxxii. 9. Judges xi. 24. compared with 
Jer. xlviii. 7, 42. See Mr. Jof. Mede's Works,, 
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fa^a 66j, 66%. Edit, the Fourth. That 
this Angel) Minifter or Meffeoger, Qiould 
be the Word, f^ms but reafonable from fo, 
high a Prerogative, as being thus calPd by 
the Name of Jebiwab, and a^ing in bis, 
Hame ^nd St^ad. 

"What follows would have been in a Note 
qn this Paragraph, if the Notes had heei^ 
^oipple^t. 

I thin^ we muft all s^gree, with J^uJiitL 
Martyr, Irendus, T^rtulTian, and moft of 
the Fathers, that God, the Father of all 
Things, b^ing a Spirit, or^ Being intirely: 
Incorporeal or I^imaterial, muft in his owa 
Jh^ature be Invisible to all bodily Eyes of 
what Kind or Rank foever ; ^nd that as hei 
is Omniprefent , and fill$ all ioiaginable 
Space, and is He, in whom all the Works of 
his Hands move an4 have thfir %eing,lA.^ 
can't, ftridly an^ philofophically fpeaking, 
^me^ Ji0y or go, afcend' or defcend^ 0fpe^ 
or difa^pe^r. When therefore any of thel^ 
Things 9^re predicated of the moft High„ 
tney can only iignify, that fome Being or 
Beipgs more nearly allied to Hjm th^nwQ 
are, com?, ftay, or go, i^c. particularly 
Tome Miniiler or MeUenger, Minifters or 
^/lelTepgers of his« who are confldered either 
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as; his Retinue, or as the Reveakrs or Exe^ 
cutioners of his Will and Pleafure. Far-» 
ther, is it at all agreeable to the Rules of 
Analogy and Proportion, to fuppofe, that 
the firft Caufe and Father of all Things, 
who created all Things, and upholds all 
Things by the W O R D, who quickens all 
Things, and qualifies and enlightens his 
JProphets, and even his own Son by the 
S P I R I T, by whom He alfo begat Him 
in the Womb of the bleffed Virgin, (hould 
Himfelf have ever fpoke immediately to 
Mankind? To this purpofe are thofe Scrip^^ 
tures ihdiX ^M Wm the invifible God, wbm 
no Man batb feen or can fee^ John i. 18. See 
QoJof.\.\fi. I Tim. i. 17. vi. ^5> i^- Hekvu 
15,16. 

I think thea, if the Scriptures were 01enr, 
and did not contradid what I am going to 
propofe (as an Hypothefis that feems to me 
very probaUle) it might he left to any one 
to judge, which of the tWQ Suppotitions was 
moft lil^ely ; either the late one, that God. 
(bould hav^ at firft made, and always up- 
held the; World by one Being ; and madQ 
Appearances, and the great Revelations or 
Me0ages frpm himfelf 10 Mankind by anor 
^her Being ; though ftiling hioifelf Jebornb^ 
and of whofe ^e\yard fQr this righteous Ma- 
i^agemenc we have no Account ; and thea 
fend the lali Meifage to Mankind by that. 
$Qing in Fleflfci, by whom hq at firfl: mad?>. 

and 
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and all along upheld the World: Of this, . 
which for the Matter of it is the antient one, 
i^^iz. that God (bould make all his Appearand 
ceSj and great Revelations by the Word, by 
whom he at (irfl: made, and all along up* 
held the World, conduQing all Things^ and 
particularly the Affairs of the Ifraelites and 
their Anceftors, ("among whom the great 
Scene of moral Providence layj by him, as 
his cliief Minifter, MefTenger or Angel, al- 
ways ading in his Name and Stead j tifl by 
bis own extraordinary Lo^e of Righteoufnefsy 
and Hatred of Iniqtiityy he had prepared and 
fitted Men and Things (particularly by his 
Management of the Jewtjh People j for the 
laft Difpenfation; when in Reward of this his 
righteous Managment iv /Lco^pti ©ea, and of His 
Condefcenfion in being made in the Likenefs 

of a Man [iv o/noi-ji/uLotli dvQpoiisiroov yiVOfJiiVOe;'] 

and (inftead of fpeaking with Thunders and 
Lightning, and the Sound of a Trumpet, 
from a Cloud of Glory ) teaching Mankind fa- 
miliarly the Mind and Will of the Father ; and 
miniftring to them in their Neceffities and In- 
firmities, and at laft fubmitting to Death, 
even the Death of the Crofs, for their good, He 
Ihould be advanced to be Lord and Heir of 
allThingSi and confequently adminifter an 
univerfal Kingdom in his own Name, above 
all other Principalities, or all other, even 
the higheft, Angels, who had formerly, in 
the Condud of other Nations ^ been his 

Fei- 
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i^ellows : They now being probably advan- 
ced and rewarded for their righteous Con- 
duft in their refpeftive Provinces, as tbey 
triumphed in him^ as their exalted Head and 
Lord. Let any one after cooly making this 
Coraparifbn between the two Suppofitions, 
fee, whether he muft not think the latter the 
more probable ; and that not only from the 
bare Comparifon, but from this farther Con- 
fideration, that upon this lafl Suppofition^ 
God will appear not only to have afted ac- 
cording to Rules of the ftrideft Juftice, and 
moft exad and beautiful Proportion, and 
with an Unity in all his Difpenfations, of 
Creation^nd Providence, and that both over 
the natural and moral World ; but likewife 
thereby fet us the greateft Example, how 
we, by managing the Talents^ that are at 
prefent given us, and particularly by all 
Ads of Humility, Condelcenfion, and Self- 
denial, for the Good of others, may come to 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for us, and to 
fit down at his right Handy as he fat domn 
at the Father s. St. Taul runs into Thoughts 
of this kind, Heh.u 8, 9. Eph.vJ. i~ij. 

That the moft High fcnt his great Meffa- 
gesto the I/raelites^ and their Anceftors, by 
the Word, was the Opinion of the Fathers. 
But that would not be of great Confequence, 
if, in all this, the Scriptures did not feem 
plainly to go along with us ; confirming 

this 
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this Notion, (viz. that the Angel who is 
caird Jebooab^ was the Word) (i.) By its 
being manifeftly alluded to by the New 
Teftament Writers (John i. i, 2, j; 4, 5, 

9, I o 1 7. GaL iv. 1 4. Pbif. ii. 6. Heb. i. 

8, 9. R2?c^. xxi. 2, J. compared with Jobn'ui/^. 
Ex(^d. xxix. 42, 4j, 44, 45, 45. i(?.2?. xxvi. 
ii,f2;andG^«vi. ij.xvii. 1,2. xviii.t^s, ;;. 
xxviii. I}, 16. xxxii. 30. xxxv. 9, 13. £:)C0^. 
iiu 6, 7, 14. By all which Places it fhould 
feem, that he who APPEARED to the 
Anceftors of the Ifraelitcsi who faid he would 
DWELL with the IfraeliUs , after the 
Covenant at Horeb^ and fet his Tabernacle 
among them, and would be THEIR 
GOD, and take them for H I S PEOPLE; 
was the fame with him, who DWELT, 
or tabernacled among the Jews^ when he 
took Flefh, that he ihould purify to him- 
felfa peculiar People; and who will taber- 
nacle or DWELL with Menagain, at his 
fecond Coming, when be will take all Men, 
both the Jew^ Nation, and all the Nations 
of the Earth, for his PEOPLE, and be 
T H E I R G O D. (2.) By its being like- 
wife fuppofed by them, when they quote 
Tbxts out of the Old Teftament relating 
to Jebchvaby and apply them to C&ri/?, as 
John xii. 41. quoted from Ifa.vl i^ j, 5. Romi 
X. I J; quoted from Joel ii. 32. And, (j.; 
By its being, to my Apprehen/ion, exprefly 
afferted both by the Writers of the Old Te^ 

ibiment^ 
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ftament, (Dem. xxviii. ^S. P/Ji/. Ixviii, 17, 
18. compared with Epb. iv. 7-12. (For 
he that afccnded is the fame that defcended 
on Mount Swai as well as into the lower 
Farts of the Earth, and I believe St. 'Paul's 
Thought was occafionM by that in the 
fPfalm) Jerem. xxiii. 6. Mich. v. 2.) and 
alfo by the New Tellament Writers, yohn 
1. 11. and viii. 56. (Where our Saviour ajfterts, 
that Abraham [aw bis T>ay^ that is HIM, 
(as appears by the Jews Reply, ^er. 57. 
and our Saviour's Rejoinder, ver. 58. and 
by the Senfe of the Word T>ay in other 
Places, Job xviii. 20. Luke xvii. 22, 24, 50. 
I Cor. iv. 3J 1 Cor. x. 4, 9. compared with 
Exod. xvii. 6. See alfo Heb. i. 2. xii. 25, 26* 
R^//^y^ «^? i&/w that fpeaketb^ &c. where it 
is plain that it is the Voice of the fame 
Perfon that now fpeaks from Heaven^ who 
formerly [poke en Earthy viz. on Mount 
Sinai. 

• It will be neceffary to fpeak particularly 
to this Text, becaufe it has been lately ap- 
ply'd to God the Father, by that moft faga- 
cious^ judicious, and learned Commentator 



* This Proof chat I have offer'd from yolnvm. 0. with the 
Texts which fupport the Scnfe that is here given tp the Word 
D^y was meacion*d to me by an ingenious and learned Man, 
who, on other Occadons, as well as this, ha$ fiiggefted ieveral 
Things which have been of ufe to me, when he W kngwa lay 
Thoughts to be engag'd on particular Subjedlft, 
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Mr. Teirce^ of whom the World was not 
worthy. But notwithftanding the Defe- 
rence due to fo great an Expofltor, I tbiak 
it is plain, that this Text relates to Chrift, 
from the following ConGderattons ; (1.) 
From the general Defign of this Epilile, 
which is to prevent the Hebrew Believers 
from apoftatizing from Chriftianity, on Ac- 
count of the Perfccutions they fuflferM. This 
runs through the whole Epiftle, and there- 
fore is moft likely to be the Conclufion of the 
whole Argument, which ends with this 
Chapter. The x^tb Chapter confiding of 
Salutations and Exhortations to feveral Du- 
ties, with which St. jP^///, the Author of 
this Epiftle^ after he has concluded the Ar- 
gument of every one of bis Epiftles, gene- 
rally clofes them. There was no Occafioa 
for St. Faul to bid the Hebrews not refufe 
to hear God the Father, for they were not 
in Danger of apoftatizing from Judaifm as 
well as from Chriftianity, but from ChriiU- 
anity to Judaifm. 

(2.) From the immediate Context*, which 
either is the beginning of this Chapter, in 
thefe Words, Let us run with Tatience the 
[Chrijiian] Race that is fet before us^ hok^ 
in^ mtoje/us tbeDireBor and the Rewarder 
t^P^*^^" ^ rgAGifiDrJiv] of our Faith : Or ver. 
24. Jnd to Jefus the Mediator of the New. 
Covenant^ and to the "Blood of SprinUing^ 
which jpeahth better things than the Blood 

of 
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of Jhel Then follows, 5^^ that ye refufe 
not him that fpeahtb. Which loever of 
thefe Verfes are the Context^ f^and indeed I 
think both are j it refers this Text to Chrift, 
and not to God the Father. 

(l^) The Argument of the Apoftle lies in 
this, that the Hebrews fhould hear the Voice 
of the fame Perfoo that before fpoke on 
Earth, but now fpeaks from Heaven 5 
whofe Voice only then fhook the Earthy 
but now hath (haken Heaven alfo. So that 
the Argument is drawn from the Place from 
whence he fpeaks, and the Effect of his 
Voice from that Place. Now the Force of 
the Argument from the Place, I think, can 
be only this. ^' See that ye refufe not him 
•* that now fpeaketh, ^iz. the Son ; for if 
•* they efcaped not, who refufed to hear 
** Jehovah^ the Word, fpeaking on Earth, 
*^ when he fpake but as an Angel, Minifter, 
*^ or MefFenger of the Father, how much 
** more (ball not we efcape, if we turn a- 
*^ way from him that fpeaketh from Hea^ 
** ven " ; i. e from him now become the 
Son, or the Heir and Lord of all Things, 
feated on the Right Hand of God in the Hea- 
vens, and fpeaking and a£fcing in his own 
Name and Authority ? From thence, ^agree- 
able to his Argument, chap. ii. 'ver. 2, j.) 
indeed, as he adds, his Voice formerly, when 
he fpake on Earth, and aded but only 
barely as an Angel, Minifter, and Meflen- 
T 2 ger 
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ger of the Father, (hook the Earth, . 'viz* 
Mount Sinai ^ but now that he is the King 
of the Kingdom that cannot be (haken, has 
fliaken not only the Earth, or Earthly King- 
doms, but Heaven, or the Heavenly, or An- 
felical Powers. See Mr. Teirce*s admirable 
Jote on Heb. xii. i6, 27. 
If this relates to the Father, there is no 
Force in the Argument drawn here by the 
Apoftle from the Place from whence he 
fpeaks. For whatever the Father Ihould fay 
wouM be of equal Force, whether he fays 
it by an Angel on Earth, or by an Angel 
from Heaven, hi$ Authority being the fame 
at all Timesj and in all Places. Whereas 
every one eafily fees, that if it be referM to 
Chrift, the Argument has great Force ; be- 
caufe the Word's fpeaking [or God's fpeak- 
ing by him] on Earthy is equivalent to its 
being faid that he fpeaks for^ that God 
fpeaks by him] but in the Character of an 
Angel : Whereas faying that Chrilt fpeaks 
from Heaven, [or, that God fpeaks by him 
from Heaven] is equivalent to faying, that 
Chrift fpeaks [or, that God fpeaks by him] 
as the Son, or the Heir and Lord of all 
Things : Which is the Argument as 1 ob- 
fervM before, chap^ Vu cm 2, j. 

Mt.Teirce Teems to have, been aware of 
this, and therefore fays, that the Argument 
is taken here *' from the Manner of Speak- 
*^ ing, which was an earthly Manner ; as fha- 

!^ king, 
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^' king the^Earth/c^^. but his fpeaking from 
^^ Heaven/ implies his fpeaking by his Son^ 
^^ who came from Heaven, and fpoke of hea- 
*^ venly Things, according to Jobn iii. 11,12. 
^* Or elfe from the Spirit of the Father fenc 
^< from Heaven, to which heincUnes". But 
I fee no Foundation for either of thefe In- 
terpretations in the Text ; and I think the 
laft is quite foreign from the whole Defign 
of this Bpiflle^ 

(4) It is added, ^er. 28. that finccthey 
had received a Kingdom chat cannot be lha«> 
ken, that they ihould adhere to the Gofpel, 
whereby they might know how to (crve God 
acceptably, with Reverence and godly Fear : 
[See Mr. THrcis Note on this Verfe] And 
then fayS| wr. 29. For our God is a confu^ 
ming Fire ^ i. c. as Jeho<Dah the King of the 
Jtws^ fpeaking on Earth in the Name of 
the moO: High, was a confummg Fire to thofe 
that would not ierve acceptably under that 
Difpenfation \ Chrift, who is our God, [or 
Immatmely God with us} or King in tbts 
Kingdom, which cannot be (haken, is like* 
wife a con fuming Fire : Agreeably to all the 
Declarations of Scripture, that Ht jhall be 
repealed in Flamii^g Bi^Vj taking Venge- 
ance on ail that know not God^ ana obey not 
the Gofpel (^mr JjOrd Jefus Lbrijiy % Theff, 
i. 7> 8. and to an Expredion in this Epiftie, 
oiz^ a fearful looking for of fiery Indignation 
to demur the Adverfaries^ chap. x. 27. If 

this 
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this be the Senfe of this Verfe, every one 
fees that the whole Paffage from ^er. 25. 
muft be referM to Chrift^ and not to the Fa. 
ther : And if this be not the Senfe, I mud 
own I cannot fee the Beauty, Force, or Em- 
phaHs of this AfTertion of the Author of this 
Epiftle to the Hebrews. They did not want 
to be told, that the God of the Jews was a 
confuihing Fire. Their Hiftory gave many 
Inftances of it. But it has great Force and 
Beauty if it relate to Chrifl", in order to pre* 
vent Hebrew - C\\v\^i?i{\s from apoftatiziog 
from Chriftianity, to put them in Mind, that 
Chrift, the God and King of us Chriftians, 
will be a confuming Fire to rebellious and 
difobedient Chriftians, as Jehovah the King 
of the Ifrctelites was to rebellious and difobe- 
dient Jews ; and is the fame Motive againft 
Apoftacy, chat he 'had usM chap. x. c^^r. 25, 
117. 

But after all I can fay to fuppDrt this 0- 
pinion, it is but a jufl Deference due to this 
incomparable Commentator, to confider the 
Arguments by which he fupports the con- 
trary. He endeavours to prove, that it is 
God the Father who is referM to here, by 
two Arguments drawn from the Prophecy 
of Ha^ai^ whence this Paffage is quoted 
by the Author of this Epiftle. He fays, that 
" It is manifeff, from *ver. 26. that the Per- 
^ fon fpeaking, is He whofe Voice at Mount 
^^ ^inai ihopk the Earth| and who bad pro* 
I " mifed 
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mifed by the Prophet Haggai^ that yet 
once more I (hall not cmly (hake the 
Earth, but the Heavens ". He adds, *< Now 
if we coofult that Prophet, cbap. ii. 6, 7. 
we can't reafonably doubt, that God the 
Father is the Perfon who there makes the 
Promife. For not to infift upon his be- 
ing caird over and over tbe Lord of HoJiSj 
which Title appears peculiar to the Fa- 
ther: He that fpeakech there, is he that 
promifeth, that the 7)efireof all Natims 
^ Jhall come. And I fuppofe, all will grant, 
that according to the Stile of the Old Te- 
ftament, the Father is the Perfon who 
promifes his People that Chrift fhould 
come- 

I hope I (hall be forgiven, if I differ from 
this mofl: able New Teliament Critick, to 
whqm the World is fo much obliged, and to 
whom [ am fo greatly indebted. But I can* 
not help thinking, that Lord [or Jehovah} 
of Hofts in Haggaiy and in the Old Tefta- 
ment, always (ignifies the Word i and from 
Exod. iii. the King of Ifrael^ or of the Hofl: 
oilfrael^ fpeaking and adding in the Name 
of the moft High : I hope this will be for* 
given me, the rather fince I have, in the 
main, fo able an Old Teftament Critick on 
ray Side, as the learned Ainfworth. [See his 
Commentary on the Tentateucb pajjim.'] 

Indeed, I think, this is Mr. Teirce\ ori- 
ginal Mi(}ake, and that has led him here 

out 
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out of the Way. He takes Zar// of Hofis 
to denote the Father, and then he could not 
make good the Apoftle's Quotation from 
Hag^ai (which on this Occafion, as on all 
others, he feems very intent at all Adven- 
tures to do for the Honour of the Chriftian 
Religion; tho' fometimes not very fortu* 
nately^ without fuppofing the Author of 
this Bpiftle to refer here to the Father. 

This learned Man adds, ^^ That it is the 
*^ fame Perfon that promifes, Tbat the Tie- 
" fire of all Nations jhall come^ which muft 
^* be the Father". But Mr. Peine could 
not juftly lay any Strefs upoa this ReafoHy 
becaufe he own'd there was anotherReading, 
(which he did not difapprove) and which 
totally enervates this Argument ; ^iz. 7he 
BkU of all Nations Jhall come : Which is the 
Reading ot the LXX* Ka/ ^^(h iK^ixIci TtcLrto^f 
r£v i6v£v. They reading, as he fuppofes, 
Chamudotb^ for Cbemeddatbj in their Copies. 
See his Note, cbap. xii. ^er. 26. But if 
tbe Tiefire of all Nations jhall eome^ be the 
true Reading, why may not Jebo<vab^ the 
Word^ fpeaking not in his own Name^ but 
in the Name of the mod High, and confe- 
quently perfonating another, fay, And tbe 
^efire of ail Nations Jhall come I cho* it was 
himfelf ? [See a like Manner of Speaking, 
JSw^/.xxiii. 20—24] 

Thus I hope I have provM by feveral 
Texts of Scripture, and particularly by He- 

hrewi 
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Brews xii- 2$^ a6. (which I have fo large- 
ly infifted on) that U was the Ifoni who 
made all the great AppearsRcps 9nd ^laqt- 
fbftations of God's Wi)! to our firft Parents, 
to the Patriarchs^ and to thie Ifraefftijb fepr 
pie. But we muft always carry it along 
with us, that he never afted or jpjike in bjs 
own Name, but in the Name qf the mott 
High, whom he perfonated as his A^g^lt 
ading as his chief Mioiftpr and Me(&nger, 
and b^ his Authority ; without any Autho- 
rity or his own, as he afcerwards did^ whea 
bey by Inherit ance^ obtain d a more excellent 
Name than the Angels^ being appointed tb^ 
Heir of all Things, Heb. i. 4. %. He fccms 
alfo to be call'd, Michael the Arch-angeU' 
(perhaps for that Reafon, mz. his being the 
greateft Minifter or Meilenger, God ever did, 
or could fend) Jude 4. Kev. x. 7. i, 1 Theff. 
iv. 16. comparM with John v. 25. Sec 
Mr. T^eirce^s Note on Thilippiansy ii. 9. 
He is alfo callM the Trince cf God's "People^ 
Sindth^ Captain [Prince] of God's Hofi. See 
Jojb.v. I J, 14, 15. T>an.viiu 11. x. ij, 21. 
xii- 1. AndhktmdotheTrinceofTrincesy 
Dan. viii. 25. That this Prince of the Hoft 
was Jehovah himfelf, who was the King of 
Ifraely tho' a£ling in the Name of the mofl: 
High, ici the Text I quoted laft, is plain, be- 
caule the Sanduary is called HIS; that is^ 
the Trince of the Hojisy Dan. viii. ii* 
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I fuppofe, however, that this chief Mini- 
fter, or MeiTenger (who had thefe various 
Names) was alwayi attended with a Reti- 
nue, or Hoft of Angels, which made part 
of the Pillar of Cloud, and the Pillar of Fire, 
in which he appeared. See Tfal Ixviii. 17. 
xviii. 9, 10. 'civ. ^,4. But His [Jebo<vab\'\ 
Prefence was diftinS: from his Retinue, or 
any of them : As appears, not only from 
the Thing it felf, but from the Word Sba- 
cban^babitamty whence the Word Sbecbinab 
comes, which is often us'd in the Tarmm^ 
and by the Kabinical Writers. For tho^ the 
Word might be faid to inhabit a Cloud of 
Glory, as well as to dwell among us in Flelh 
afterwards ; yet the Word can't, with the 
like Propriety, be faid to have inhabited his 
Retinue. BeHdes, that the Prefence of Je^ 
bovab was diftind from the Retinue of An- 
gels, or any of them, will farther appear, 
from comparing \E:)C(7^//j', xxxiii. vrr/e «, j. 
with ^er* 12, 16. For ffe^ or bis Tre^ 
fence^ is diftinguifhM from the Angel, in all 
thofe Verfes. And fince the Angels are cal- 
led bis Chariots^ as in the laft quoted Tfalms^ 
fure Jehovab muft be different from them ; 
as he muft be from the Cherubs, the Hea- 
vens, or the Wrnds^ who rideth m tbe Cberuby 
ar on tbe Heavens^ or on tbe Wings of tbe Wind 
hf bis Name Jaby Pfal. IxvuL 5. And 
it is moreover exprefly faid of this Retinue 
of Angels, that tbe Lard is among tbem 

1 as 
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as [he was] in Sinaf l^hcn it was] inboH-^ 
nefsy ver. 18. Now he that was among his 
Retinue^ fure muft te diftiAU from them. 

Perhaps fome will fay to me, in Reply to 
what I have juli now faid, *^ That the moft 
^^ High is faid to dwell in Heaven^ in Light 
" and Glory, to be feated on his Throne, 
^^ and to have Chrift fitting on his Right 
" Hand, &c. Yet you mult agree, that 
^^ thefe Things are not faid of the moft 
^' High literally, but figuratively ; that is, 
^^ that there are fome peculiar Manifeftati- 
^ ons of his Will, his Wifdom, his Good* 
^ nefs, or his Power, made by . fome Mi- 
^^ nifter or Minifters of His, to other 
-^ Beings : And why may not you then 
^^ allow, that all thefe, and fuch like Ex- 
^^ prefiions in the Texts you have juft quo- 
^^ ted, may be us'd figuratively, and not lir 
" terally of the Werd under the Name of 
^« Jebomb ? And then, how do ybu make 
^^ it appear from thefe Texts that you have 
" laft quoted, that Jebovab^ the W(^d^ is 
*^ diftinft from his Retinue of Angels ? If 
any one Ihall put this Queftion to me, I an<^ 
fwer, that the Difference is this ; That we 
mufl: expound thefe Expreflions figuratively^ 
when they are predicated of the Omnipre- 
fent and Invifible Being, becaufe every one 
fees, we cannot interpret them literally of 
him : But then we mufl: not depart from 
the Letter, as all Interpreters allow, when 
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there is no Neceflity : And therefore the 
Textsthat fpeak of Jehovab the King odfra- 
el^ or the WordV, c&ming^ ftayitig^ or goings 
afcending^ or defcendif?x \ a^pearing^ or aifap- 
fearing; all this muft be inter creted literal- 
ly of him, who is not invifible, but the Image 
if the invifihle God; the breaking forth of 
the Fathers Glory ^ and the ^Exprefs Image 
\or RePrefintation] of bis Terjon i who in- 
deed was in the beginning with God^ and was 
God^ and yet was in the World, (tho* the 
World knew him not) and came unto his 
own» (tho' his own received him not) even 
before he was made Flejh^ John i. 2^ ic, 1 1^ 
14- 

I muft own^ the acute, ingenious, and 
learned Dr. Morgan has urg'd an Obje£lion 
againfl: this Notion, with all the Force that 
I believe it is capable of receiving, in his 
"preface to bis ColleUion of TraUs. 1 believe 
what he has faid there, has [haken the O- 
pinion of a great many, who were of the 
Sentiment 1 have advanced ; as I own it did 
mine, till I confider'd the Thing more di- 
ftinftly. The Paffage is too long to tran- 
fcribe here, but I will endeavour to repre- 
fent the lull force of it. His Opinion, I 
think, is this ; " That the Author of the 
*^ Epiftle ;o i\it Hebrews fuppofes, that the 
** WirdcitvQv fpake before be was incarnate ; 
** when he fays, Heb. \. 2. God^ who^--^^ 
^ fpake to our Fathers by the 'Prophets^ hatb 
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" fpoken to us in tbefe lafi Days^ h^ bis 
^^ Son : And when he oppoles the iVordfpo^ 
« ken Bir ANGELS to the tVwd fpoken by 
^^ THE LORD, cbap. ii. 2, j, and alfo 
^^ when he alTerts^ ^er. 5. That God batb 
^ not put the World [or Jfi^e] to come^ that 
*^ is the Kingdom tbat can't be Jhaken^ (as 
^* be expreffes ity chap. xii. «8.) er tbe 
" Gofpel Kingdom^ to Angels j bta to tbe Son 
*^ of Man, ver. 6— —10. It being there 
^ (Irongly implied, that the former Age, 
" or the Jewijh State, was in Subjection to 
*^ an Angel or Angels, and not to the Son of 
^^ Man. So that he thinks the Word hajd 
<' not any Management over the Jewifi 
" People till he became the Son of Man," 
This, I think (with what will be farther 
obferved prefently) has all the Force of his 
Argument, as I believe the 'Reader will 
think, if he turns to that Preface to which I 
refer him. And though that incomparable 
Commentator] Mr. Veirce thinks that the 
Ag7^(^, or tbe Word, had the Management 
of the Jewijh People, and (poke to Jojhua 
as the Prince of the Hoft ; (See his Note on 
Phil. ii. 9. (g) ;) yet he thinks the Word 
never fpoke or appeared, unlefs in that In- 
(lance, or was ever fent on any MelTages, 
before He was incarnate: (See his Note, 
Heb. i. 2. {d) :) Which however does not feem 
a very probable Hypothefis. Now I have 
the Happiaef^ thus far to agree with thefe 
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cxcenent Writers, that the Son could not 
fpeak to the Jews before he was a Tropbet 
migbty in Word and Deed : Yet I have in- 
deavoured to prove, that ih^ Word did fpeak 
to them and their Anceftors, before He was 
made Flelh, The only true Solution of this 
Difficulty, which the Doflor and Mr. Peirce 
have urgM fo ftrongly, Js, that the Word, 
before be was made Fleflb, is not in the Stile 
of the Author of this Epiflle, the Son^ the 
Zdn'dy or the Son of Ma% but an Angela 
being then confiderM as the Minifter and 
Meilenger of the Father, and ading in his 
Name and Stead ; though he then was the 
IBrightnefs of the Father'' s Glory^ and the 
ixprefs Image of his Verfon. That he was 
not the Sm of Mofiy before he took Flelh of 
the Virgin , will readily be allowM me. 
That be was not the Lord too, I think will 
not be much difputed ; becaufe though cal- 
led Jehovah^ as I apprehend, (which our 
Tranflators, as well as the Septuagint, have 
rendered Lord^ though wrongfully, fince 
they Ibould always have usM Jehovah as a 
proper Name, as the learned Ainfwortb 
does every where in his Tranflation of the 
Pentateuch) yet he dici not aft in his own 
Name, but in the Name of the mod High : 
And Peter makes this the Sum or Conclufi- 
on of his firft and long Difcourfe after 
Chrift's Afccnfion. JBs ii. ^6. That all the 
Houfe of Ifrael Jhottld know affuredly^ that 
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God both [viz. new] made that fame Jeftu^ 
[approved of God among you as a Prophet, 
eer. 2}.] whom ye ha'oe crucified^ hatb 
LORD and Cbryi. See alfo JUs v. jo,} i . 
and Fbil. lu i\. I think this will be oiuch 
the more Readily allowed, if it be confiderM, 
that 2>r^ generally, if not always, fignifies 
Mediator, when it is predicated of Chrift in 
the New Teftament ; and then every one 
fees, that it is not likely that the Word before 
he was incarnate, ihould be ever ftiied the 
Lord. 

I am fenfible it will be more earneftl/ 
contended, that he was the Son^ and that he 
was not an Jngel in the Stile of this Epi(ile : 
For I fuppofe it will not be denied, that he 
is callM an Angel, Mai. \\\. i. comparM 
with Mat. xi. 10. Marku 2. Luke i- ^6^ 
vii. 27. But to be fure, he may be callM aa 
Angel, in the Stile of this Epiftle, if be thea 
was a Minifter, and MefTenger of the Fa« 
ther ; without having a Kingdom of his 
own, or a Kingdom, which he was to ad* 
minifter in his own Name. For that is the 
plain Qefcription of an Jngel in this EpilHe, 
chap. i. '7. and 14. Jrc they not all MINI- 
STRING Spirits, SENT FORTH 
for the good, &e ? And every c^ne knows that 
Jngel fignifies Meffenger in the Greek and 
Mehrew. And indeed, the Scripture does 
not defcribe Beings fo much by their meta« 
phyfical Nature, as by their Excellencies, 
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Attributes^ Charaders and Offices* And jt 
is in this Senfe alone^ that I underftand the 
Word to be called an Angel, or an Archan- 
gel; and not on Account of his Nature, 
which is to be fure very diiierent from, 
and vaftly fuperior to, the Nature of the 
angelick Rank and Order. 

And that the Word was not the Son, in 
the Stile of the Author of this Epiftle^ before 
his Incarnation, notwithftanding that be 
was tben the Srtgbtnefs €f the Fathers Glory y 
mdthe exprefs Imazt^ bis Terfon^ Heb. i.8. 
is plain from the following Confiderations, 
(i.) That the Defcription he here gives of 
the Son did not then agree to him. The De- 
fcription he gives of the Son, is the Heir ef 
ali Things. Now indeed the Jews were his 
own, or his own People, before He was in- 
carnate, John i. II. But the Gentiles^ tho* 
promifed Him as his Inheritance, Pfal.il 7. 
were not given a£lually into his Poffeflion till 
after his Refurredion. Then Je/us was in- 
deed DECLARED to be the Son ofGod^ 
according to the Spirit of Holinefs^ Rom. i. 4. 
For then it was declared in Words as well as 
in FaQ", that all Power was given him in 
Heaven and in Earthy Mat. xxvhi. 1 8. (That 
is in a Stile ufual to the Prophets, and to 
Chrift the great Prophet, &c. that all Pow- 
er would foon and certainly be given him : 
Juft as he fays immediately after to hisApo- 
ttles, Goy and teach all Nations ; thougli 
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He afterwards bids them Jidy at Jerufalem, 
till they wtre endued with "T&wer from on 
iligh^ Luke xxiv. 49.) Thus Jefus was 
dedared w be the Son of God at his Refur-^ 
region, accofdirtg to TfaU ii. 7. ^hou art 
my S(m^ this i)ay hai^e I begotten th^e: 
which is always apply'd by St. 'Paul tO 
Chrift^s Refurredion ; but he Was not a£iu« 
ally invefted With the Right of Sonfllip, or 
with the Inheritance, to W^hich he was be^ 
gotten from the Dead, till his Afccnfion: 
When, as St. P^ter fays, He was raifed td 
David'j TChrme^ Ads ii. jo. or exalted by 
the ri^ht Hand of God^ 4o fit on God^s owA 
fight Hand^ till all his Enemies were madi 
his Vootftool: And when, as St. Veter adds, 
Jefus was not only made jjord [or Media-^ 
tor] but G H R I S T [or King\ Ads iL 
^}-^^— J7. Henee it is, that upoii Chrift's 
Exaltation , we are faid to be , not only 
Heirs of God, but JOINT HEIRS 
WITH JESUS CHRIST: We being 
to be delit^ered from the bondage of Cotrup-, 
Hon into the glorious Liberty tf the Sons of 
God; and God hamhg predcpinated us to 
be conformed to the Image of his dear Sen : 
Namely, that ai we fuffer with Him^ we 
fijould be glorified with Him^ or reign with 
Him in Glory ^ Roni.viii.i 7,2 1, jo/2 Tim.iiii 2* 
(?.) The Author of this Epi(He fays,e?^r.4. 
^hat Chrifi is made fo tHuch better than the 
Jngeis^ in as niuch as he hdth byMliritance 

% Mw^^K ob^ 



iC^ 






^f^/ogle 



152 AT) ^ E NT> A. 

obtained [or as be bath inherited^ a more 
excellent Name tban tbey. [viz. that of a 
Son, and confequently the Dominion and 
Authority of a Son.] Now Inheritance al- 
ways enters into the Notion of Sonfhip : As 
the Inheritance of Jebovab was the Jewifh 
People, Heut. xxxii. 9. fo the Inberitance (f 
Cbrift is the Chriftian People, {Epb. I 
II, 12. In wbom alfo we are inherit edy 
[ iit>^^oi>^fjLiv ] viz. by Chrift ; fee alfo 
2 Pet. ii. 9.) or his Church (which he pur- 
chafed with his own Blood, AUs xx. 28.) 
or his Kingdom, and the Power to which 
he is advanc'd in order to manage it. See 
Bpb. i. 20— 2 J. iv. 9, 10. Heh ii. 9, 10. 
xii. 2. And we learn from Fbil. ii- 9. that 
it was becaufe, though he was in the Form 
[or Jppearance'] of God^ that he emptied 
bimfelfy and took upon him the Form [or Ap- 
pearance] of a Servant [or Minifter, mz. of 
the Circumcifion, Rom^ xv. 8.] and the 
Likenefs of Man^ and that he humbled him^ 
felf by becoming obedient to Deaths even the 
G^eath cfthe Crofsy that God hath given Him 
^ N A M E above every Name^ that every 
T^ongue Jhould confefs that Chri/i is Lord. 

(3.) He is delcribed as the firji Segotten^ 
WHENHE IS BROUGHT INTO 
T H E W O R L D, ^^i;. i. 6. If this means 
his Birth, it will be agreeable to what the 
Angel Gabriel told the Virgin, Luke i. J5. 
Jbe Po^joer of the Highefi JhaU come upon thee^ 
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and the Holy Ghoftjhalltn'erjhadow tbee^ there- 
fore that holy Thing that jhall be bom of thee ^ 
Jhallbe called the Son of God. Or if it means 
his RefurreQion, as is moft likely, frofii 
God's being faid, to bring him again \ii(t\vJ\ 
into the Worlds as Mr. ?eirce thinks, it is 
agreeable to the Texts that fpeak of his 
Refurredion ^ under the Notion of God's 
begetting him from the Dead. Or if it re- 
lates to his Coming again the fecbnd Time 
into the World, as Mr. Jof. Mede^ and fome 
other of the Millenary Writers think, it is 
agreeable to thofe Texts, which fpeak of 
his Coming again with the Angels as obeying 
hisCommands, ilf^Axxiv. 30, ji. and with 
all other inconceivable Power, Pomp and 
Glory. And in any of thefe Senfes he could 
not be the Son, in the Stile of this Epiille, 
before He was incarnate. 

("4.) One of the Texts which is quoted to 
prove him the Son, is from PfaL ii. 7. fhou art 
my Son^ this "Day ha^e I begotten Thee. Now 
St. Patdy when he quotes this Text, always 
applies it to tlie Relurreftion of Chrift ; fee 
^Sjxiii. jj. Heb.v. 5. 

(5.) Another Text which is quoted to 
prove him the Son, is from Pfal. xlv. 6, 7. 
^ttt unto the Son He faith^ Thy Throne^ 
God, is for ever and ever : A Sceptre ofRighte* 
oufnejs is the Sceptre of thy Kingdom. Thou 
had loved Right eoufnefs and hated Iniquity : 
Therefore^ God^ Thy God hath anointed 
X 3 thee 
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thee with the Oil of Qladnefs dbo€§ thy Vet- 
lows. Now this evidently belongs to his 
anointing after his Afcenfion, becaufe it is 
(juoted after ^fal ii. 7. which is always ap- 
plied by St. Paul to Chrift^s Refurredion ; 
as has been juft obferv'd. Befides, tho* Je- 
fus was anointed as a Prophet ^or as a 
Teacher, and a Worker of Miracles) in the 
Pays of his Flefh, JUs 55* 38 j yet he was 
not anointed as a Piieft and a King, tilt af- 
ter his Afcenfion3 when^ it f leafed the Fa- 
ther y that in Him all ^ulnefs Jhould dwell j 
recewing the Spirit of the Father y and there- 
by being anointed for the Adminillratioa of 
that greater Kingdom, that He was to re* 
Ceive beyond his Fellows. Or when, irt 
other Words of Scripture^ by the eternal 
Spirit, He offered himfelf mto God in the 

Heamm^ Heb. iv. 1 5. viii. 4. ix. 24 28. 

and was consecrated an high Trieji by the 
Word of an Oath for ever^ after the Order 
of Mefchizedeck, chap. vii. 16, 28. But ta 
whichfoever of thefe two Anointings of Je- 
fus it belongs (and ' the Scriptures Ipeak of 
no more) it will equally ferve our prefeat 
purpofe. 

If, as thefe excellent Writers add, it be 
^sk'd, *' How. the Reafoning of the Author 
^} of this Epiflle will Hand upon this Hypo- 
^^ thefis, becaufe his Argument, for a great- 
** er Attention to the Gofpel than the Law, 
*ris founded on the greater Authority of the 
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^^ Pcrfon that fpoke the Salvation of the 
** Gofpel, than of the Perfon that fpoke the 
** Law ? " I anfwcr, that I agree, that the 
Authority of the Perfon that flpoke the Gof- 
pel is greater than the Authority of the Per- 
fon that fpoke the Law ; but not from the 
greater Authority of a greater Perfon : (For 
the Word, before He took FleCh, and after 
He took Flelh, is the fame Perfon) But only 
from the greater Authority that refuks. from 
the higher CharaQer of the fame Perfon : 
In as much as the Word, by taking the 
Body that God bad prepared for him, in 
which He became ooedient to Deaths and 
rifing again from the Dead, and afcendinjg 
to the right Hand of Power (or admini- 
ftring aH Power in his own Name) is be- 
come the Son in the Stile of this Epiftle: 
Which is a far higher Character, than that 
of the Word^ before He took Flefh, fpeaking 
only as the Minifter and Meffeoger of the 
Father, in the Father's Name: And confe- 
quently in the Charader of an Angel or 
Jr change! : And it is as good Reafoning 
in the Author of this Epiftle, to fay, '^ Give 
'' greater Attention to the MeiFage delivered 
*^ by the fame Perfon advanced to a much 
" higher Charader : " as to fay^ '*^ Give 
** greater Attencion to the Meffage deli- 
^' vercd by an higher Perfon. ; '' as we 
Hiould all of us agree in any like cafe. 
There is no doubt but the Tofes have paid 
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a much greater Attention and Regard to 
what has been faid to them by the King's 
Son, the EleUoral Trince of Saxony, fince 
he was the King of PolandV prime Minifter, 
than they did before. 



I will here likewiTe add fome Thoughts, 
which, if they had been printed in their 
proper Place, which is juft after Corollary 
the Xth, (hould have made Corollary the 
Xlth. 

It is very obvious. That all I have faid of 
the Means [Mean] of Religion in the fore- 
going Corollaries, and the Main of what I 
have faid about them in the foregoing EfTay, 
relates to the great internal Mean of Reli- 
gion ; that is to fay, the Motive that God 
has ever proposM to Mankind to induce 
them to be Religious : Having faid little 
more of tht great external Mean of Religion 
(or if you pleafe of the great Mean o^Tro- 
mdence) than what was fometimes proper 
to carry on the Thread of the Difcourfe, or 
at lead: is contained in fome incidental Paf- 
fages of it. But it may not be improper 
here, to define what I underftand by the 
great external Mean of^ Religion [or Provi- 
dence] the better to diftinguifh it from the 
internal ; and to fhew, how the Former has 
kept pace with the Latter, and run through 
God's feveral Difpenfations. By the great 
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external Mean of Religion or Providence 
then t underftandy the Method which God 
has taken with JMankind to prevent their 
Inattention to this great internal Mean of 
Religion, or the Motive that was propofed to 
them^ in order to induce them to be Religi- 
ous. And to what purpofe could that Motive 
have ferv'd, if a Method had not been ta* 
ken^ to prevent an Inattention to it, and 
an intire Diifipation of Thought, among 
the vain or vicious Pleafures of Life ? What 
I point at is the Separation, which God by 
various Means brought about, between his 
own Children and SubjeQs, and the Chil- 
dren and SubjeQs of the Devil: Left by 
the natural Courfe of Things, they fliould 
have drawn off the Thoughts of God's Chil- 
dren and Subjeds from their Inheritance 
in a future Life, through the foolifh and 
wicked Amufements of the prefent Life ; 
if they had not endeavourMit ftudioufly, 
and on purpofe ; as it can't be fupposM buc 
they would* 

This external Mean runs vifibly 
through all God's Difpenfations, in a wife 
and beautiful Manner, and has been per^ 
fedly adjufted to the Circumftances o^ 
Mankind, from the firft to the laft of 
them ; as I have fhewn in fome Inlbnces 
in this Eilay ; whilft I have omitted feve- 
ral others, in order to preferve the Unity 
of the internal Mean the better. I will 
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therefore no^ reprefeflt the great external 
Mean in one (hort view, by only juft men- 
tioning the Inftances, where it olairtfy ap- 
pears : As I think it will be readily allow- 
ed it does, in the Separation of the Fami- 
lies of Cain and Setb : — »— In drowning 
the old World, when againft all God's 
Methods and Warnings^ the Sons of God 
would mingle and make A^nity with 
the Dai^hters of Men : — — In prefer* 
viog Noab, the only righteous Mart of that 
World, who had paid Obedience to God*s 
Commands in particular Laws, as well as 
in others, to which his Obedience to 
that particular Command naturally led; 
——In the Coofufion of Languages at 
Sabe/, and the Difperfion or Separatiort 
that enfued; ——In God's calling Abra- 
ham from among his idolatrous Relations 
and Friends in Urr of the Chaldees : *--^Irt 
direfting him to a feparate and folitary Life 
in Canaan i where, to the laft, he had no 
Pofleffion befides a Field to bury in j and 
where he took all the Precautions imagin- 
able againft any manner of Alliance be- 
tween his Family and the Inhabitants of the 
Land ; as Ifaac and Jacob did after^'ards j 
■- — ■' In direfting Ifaac and Jacob to lead 
the fame manner of Life that Abraham 
had done before: — - And (when the 
Famine forced Jacob and his Family to go 
into Bgypt) in direfting Jofepb i^ha 
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knevir that the xonftant Courfe of God's 
Frovidence, as weH as the Nature of the 
Thing, balled for a like Separation) to pro- 
cure Gojhen for their Refidence: A Coun- 
try where they might live feparate from 
the Egyptiansj and follow a Trade {mz. 
of Cattle) which rendered them odious to 

each other: ,^ In carrying them out 

of Egypt after they had caught its Idolatry 
in the Brick-kilns of that Country : *— « la 
plaguing Egypt J when the Egyptians 
would binder them from going into the 
Wildernefs to worfhip jeho<vab their God, 
as he had commanded them; and would 
entice them by their Magicians to the Wor- 
fliip of the Devil : — In carrying the 
Children of Ifrael into the Wildernefs^ 
when they were become too numerous to 
live as a feparate Family ; and fo keeping 
them at the greateft Diftance from other 
People, by means of the Place, as well as 
by erecting them into an earthly Kingdom, 
under Himfelf, as their King, as alfo^ by the 
Laws he there gave them ; particularly 
thofe of Circumcifion , Sabbaths, other 
Feafts and Fafts, Sacrifices, one Altar, 
Vows, Food, Cloaths, Drefs, Pollutions 
and Purifications, quite different from the 
Rites of the Heathen, if not oppofite to 
them J all which Methods were manifeftly 
intended to prevent any Affinity with the 
Heathen, and even the Con verfaiion. Mirth 
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&ad Jollity that leads to it: — ^ In kcep^ 
ing this People in the Wildernefs^ till tne 
Race that had been tainted with Egyptian 
Idolatry was quite extin£t ; and till a new 
Race was fprung up^ that had not been ia- 
fe£ted: A Race, tnat had been kept fepa- 
rate from all other People; that knew no 
God^ but the God of Ifraeh ^nd had all 
along livM on his miraculous Care and 
Bounty : «-^« In ordering them to deftroy 
all the Inhabitants of Canaan^ that they 
might not mingle with them , ferve their 
Gods, and learn their Manners: -— la 
keeping them all along a diftind and fepa* 
tate People, when they were fettled in the 
Land of Promife: — In fending divers 
Judgments on them, when they or their 
Kings made Affinity with other Nations, 
and worihip'd their Gods: In or- 
dering them to feparate themfelves from 
the ftrange Wives they had married in their 
Salylmjh Captivity : — In prcferving 
them a feparate People wherefoevcr they 
were fcattered : [See to this purpofe Dr<. 
Thomas Surnet^s Tkmonftration of true Re-- 
Ugim^ Vol.11, p. no — 210:] — ~ And 
laft of ally in the fmall feparate Society of 
Difciples, which Jefus gathered in his Life« 
time ; and the like Societies which bis Apo- 
ftles gathered after his Afcenfion ; when it 
was vifible, that neither God's (ingle Fami- 
ly, nor his earthly Kingdom, would reclaim 
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the World from Idolatry, to the Worfliip of 
Himfelf ; oor keep up Virtue in any great 
Degree in the Body of Men, to which His 
Family and the Theocracy were confined: 
And when yet at the fame Time God had 
by that fingle Family and Theocracy fuffi- 
ciemly prepared Men and Things for the 
Appearance of Jefus in the Flelh; to the 
Intent) that inftead of God's having only 
one People and Nation, he might take to 
Himfelf a People out of all the idolatrous 
Countries of the World by Chrift, and then 
give them to him, as his Church, King- 
dom and Inheritance: By the Means of 
which feparate Societies (though in a peace- 
able and orderly Manner) God*s People 
were ftiU to be kept a diftind and feparate 
Body Ifrom the Idolaters, the Atheifts, the 
Scepticks, and the Vicious in all thofe Coun- 
tries, to avoid beii^ unequally yoked with 
fbetttt and to hep tbemfehcs a peculiar Teople 
to bim, and bis Cbrift, zealous of goodlVorks^ 
This ftrider Separation of Chriftians was 
the more neceflary in the firft Beginnings of 
Chriftianlty , when inftead of any fuch 
Thing, as a Chriftian Nation in the World, 
a few Chriftians livM every where, among 
nothing but bigotted fuperftitious Jews or 
impious Tagans, 

By thus explaining my Meaning about the 
great external Mean of Religion, every one 
vrill eafily fee, how it is dylingmjljd from 
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the internal Mean of Religion. This is the 
Motive to the Religion of the End ; that is 
removing what would prevent that Motive's 
being prefent to the Mind ; and confequent- 
ly from having any force on it : This is fur- 
nilhing the itrongeft Perfuafive to Piety and 
Virtue; that i$ taking away the greatefl: 
Temptation againd them : This is a Method 
to cure the Plague of the Heart ; that is to 
prevent frefh Infeftion : This is Revelation ; 
that is Providence. Thus they differ ; and 
this is the Relation they bear to each other. 

But on the other hand, in this they agree ; 
that as the internal Mean of Religion is one, 
fb is the external Mean of Religion one alfo. 
For as the firft is the Motive to every Thing 
that is good, fo the laft is a Separation from 
the Bad. They alfo agree in another Parti* 
cular; that as the one internal Mean of Re* 
ligion was differently exhibited and afcer* 
tainM in different Ages and Difpenfations, 
fo was the one great external Mean of Re? 
ligion differently accompliih'd in them: And 
finally, that as the one internal Mean of 
Religion, differently exhibited and afcer^ 
tain'd in different Ages, was yet, in thole 
different Exhibitions and Securities under 
thQ different Difpenf^tions^ beautifully pro^ 
portionM to the Circumftances of Mankind, 
^qd to each other ; fo the one great external 
i^^m of Religion differently accorapli(h'4, 
l^a^ yet well adju{te4 in that different 
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Accomplifhmenc to the different Circuin- 
fiances of Mankind, in thofe Difpenfations ; 
at the fame Time, that every later Method 
pf Accomplifbment bore a juft Proportion to 
thofe which went before. All which may 
ferve to fhew ftill more fully, the great 
Unity of the main Plot, and the great Sim- 
plicity, and beautiful and well proportion'd 
Variety of the chief under-Plots of the great 
^rama of moral Providence, in the feve- 
ral Ages of the World : And is at the fame 
Time but agreeable to the Methods of God^s 
Providence over the natural World; where 
the wifeft Defigns are always compaiTed by 
the mofl: proper and fimple Means ; all bear- 
ing the moft beautiful Symmetry and Pro- 
portion to each other. 

There have been many other external 
Means of Religion or Providence, which 
God has often ufed to prevent a Didradion 
pf Mens Thoughts, and to procure their At- 
tention to the internal Mean of Religion. 
They are to be met with in feveral Parts ot 
the Bible, and fome of them up and down 
tn feveral Parts of this EiTay. AIL God's 
Mercies and Judgments, Prophecies and Mir 
racles, may be rankM under this Head. But 
they being Occafional and Various, are not 
proper for our prefent Confideration, 
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7'bere are feveral MJlahes hy reafon of 
tbijiance from the "Prefs. T'ho/e that t 



' the Author\ 

_.^ ^._. ^ .^_ are the more 

conjiderabk the Reader is defirei to correal by the 
fdh'wing TABh^of Errata. ^ 
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2£ Compounds 
pea. GiffiA?r 

6 dele 417^ 

7 dele eleBiv$ 
pen. all Men 



read 
read 



Ompends 



s s A y. 



read Ai^^^J, 
z dele % Ifature w 
23 dele Nitturt or 
II dele ixprefs ^ 

29 xii. 8. zvi. read 

II Spencer s Xhtim read 

1 3 after G^». xvii. 7» infcrt 
7 after cekfiial infert 
26 6f/bre J^iiff^ read 



t^ z^QV the Latter infert 

5 after Per/o» infert 

1 2 iy hii obedience read 

14 after Tefiament iafert 



151 16 Heb.vi. 15, 16. read 
X46 ^ this read 

1 $8 13 inpartictilar Laif;s read 



IX. 10,11.' 

ff a IMioM fmied ami eoun*. 

ttnanced by Spencer 
xxiv. 42, 48. 
ponverful^ 
before they aBuMlly became Us- 

People, 
took Place. 
attd who upholds aU Things hy 

the tV^ of his Power ? 
(on his obedience to Death), 
as a Jleady Trujl in God, on 

jfijbtf frreateji Triab, vddck 

it felf is an high Virtue ; 

and 
Heb. xi. 17^ 
thefe 
ip that particular Law^ 
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